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CONTINUATION OF THE JOURNAL OF 
M. LEBRUN, 


Saturday, 28 October 1786. 
Note of Madame de Siilerye 


“For a Jong time I had remarked a 
‘ preat change in the charaer of the 
«© Duke de Chartres. Meanwhile what fer 
“ me at egfe wpon the fubyeet was mycon- 
* fidence in thefe gentlemen and the na- 
“< tural and unembarraffed air of the Abbe 
“© Guyot. 1 was ftill ‘farther encouraged 
“by his regrofpedive view inferted in 
*€ the Joutnal and the feeriing freadfup. 

VOL, 111, B “he 


2 Journal of Education 


“the difplayed for the Duke de Chartres, 
‘© whom two yéars before hé evidently 
«© poftponed to his brother : 1 obferved, 
‘© as well as every body elfe, that ele 
“Abbé treated him with particular 
‘«kindnefs, frequently cook him by che 
‘t hand, and was perpetually tellang me 
“« that he was of a good, an excellent natural 
“« difpofition. At length I detected the Duke 
“© de Chartres in a piece of fcandal and 
“« impertinence with relation to Madame 
“Hennegur. Jexpreffed upon this fact 
*€to the Duke de Chartres, in prefence 
“© of hts biother, all that I thoughe beft 
** calcufhted to infpire him with a becom- 
* ing horror for every thing that could 
*+ pe allied to falfehood. When I had 
“« done he fuddenly threw himfelf at my 
“* feet, crying” out: [know thag they are 
“ruining me, but I will atone for every 
“< thing by my fincerity, and will now ac- 
“< quaint you with thing? much worfe than 
“this and tf which you bgve not the 
* rematef fufcien. 1 wasglo much 

** aftonifhed 
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 aftonifhed and thunderftruck at this 

** fpeech that I covld not utter a word. 

«© Fis Highnels then burft into tears, and 

4° made to me the cxuaordinary cone 
« feffion which follows, in prefence of 

‘his brother. T obhecd hun to repeat 

“oe, and have taken un down from his 

“ee di@auon with the moft ferupulous 

** sccuracy. 

“Mis Highnefs decived that about 
“‘eghteen months ago be began, 
“wheneser I fcolded fim, to com- 
“plan of me to the Abhé Guyot; 
thar the Abbé, inftead of , filenc- 
‘ira him on thefe occafions, en- 
“ couraged lim in his complaints by 
“faying that 1 was in the wrong, and 
‘‘chat my smritable temper caufed me 
‘tq dow thoujand abjiad thikgs; that 
** prefently the Abbé allowed himfelf to 
“f{peak sil of sme in a more open 
*© manner, and that thefe converfations 
“became @very day more f{candalous, 
“ This cdnftantly pafled at the Latin 
B2 “* leflons 
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“leffons before the Duke de Mont- 
«* penfier, who never joined in the con- 
** yerfations, but obferved a profound 
¢ filence, except faying now and tien: 
“* Come. ceme, lel us take cur leffcxu. The 
** Duke de Chartres added, that the 
«tune of evcry leflon was thus occupsed 
“in Speaking ill of me and every body 
© about me, that of the three quaiters of 
*¢ an hour not one was devoted to ftudy, 
“that even diring this fhoit time he, 
*e the Duke de Chartres, exerted no fort 
"© of attention, and thar he did not ua. 
« derftand a word of Latin. I at length 
“afkhed him, what all the Abbé had 
«fud of me. Tne principal circum. 
* ftances the Duke enumerated were 
“« thefe—-That I had fome undeifland- 
“ ing, but that I by no means poffeffed 
“fo much as I imagined, and that M, 
“« Bonnard was infinitely fuperior to me ; 
“«that I had an altomfhing degree of 
** pride ; that I loved notlfing fo much 
<¢ as flattery and fycophants ;“that Mon- 

“ feigneur 
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feigneur -and Madame were dazzled 
by my works, but that thefe works 
eontained ar*infinite number cf things 
which ] did not believe ; tha: I wrote 
my private Journal with fo much care 
only becaufe it wasicad by the Duke 
and Duchets d’Orleans; that I lhved 
in folitade and faw only my family 
and my pupils, becaufe I was hated and 
nobody withed to vite me; that my 
treaument of the Abbe had been and 
was full extremely unjult, particularly 
in withing to take every thipg .~on 
myfelf and to encroach ypon his 
functions; that it is not true thae 
the cares I beftow upon the princes 
are wholly difinterefted ; that it is not 
trug that I receive no emolument; 
that it 1s equally untrue that I intend 
to withdraw from the fociety of the 
world and‘ fpend the reft of my 
life at a diftance from Paric, when the 
education of the princes fthall ba 
finifhed; that this is all artifice and 

B3 “© deceit, 
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“deceit, and that my refolution 1s to 
“remain, that the Duchef: dOrleans 
“‘ has no real confidence in me, and only 
* affects to have for the fake of peace. 
*¢ Many things were faid by the Abbé 
‘an admuar (puit redpecting all that be- 
“‘jonged to me: in thot, my whole 
“condu4t was arrugned by him, and I 
** was condemned mcveryshing . The 


st Duke 


* It may not be improper to obferve that, par- 
ticularly during the paft four or five months, the 
At&: and.I had hved upon terms of confiderable 
intimacy. J knew indeed that at heart he had 
fome jealoufy, and that my fuccefs in the education 
was a fource of dupleefure that his reafon could not 
furmount; but 1] perfuaded myfhlf wat he had 
ceafed ta hate me, I felt an eeem for him, and 
was fo confident of h.s integrity. that, I would 
not believe my friends, who were continually repeat. 
ing to me, that J ought to be on my guard again 
Bim, and that he was continually, afperfing my cha- 
racer. It is true that, on hie part, the Abbé did 
every thing m his power to deceive meg in this re- 
fpeR : he was lanth in proteflations ,of friead~ 
fhip, to which he gave a degree of eapreffion 

that 
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« Duke de-Chartres burft into tears as he 
*¢ made this confefhion, and nis brother, 
‘6 who was prefent and in tears, faid to 
‘Cevery particular as 1t was enumerat- 
“ed: Jt is true, nothing can be more true. 
‘© I defire the Abbé to anfwer imme- 
«diately in the Journal to all thefe 
“‘things. He has no need either of 
“ame or confiderauon. The anfwer I 


that bordered upon tendernefs and fenfibility ; he 
never praifed me for any thing relative to the 
education, but on other points his encomiums were 
exceffive. I was fenfible of their extravagance, but 
I could not perfuade myfelf that, after holding fuch 
language before fo many witnelfes, it was poffible 
for him to calumniate me in the world. Two daye 
preceding that on which the Duke de Chartres 
made this ftrange confeffion, the Abbé read aloud 
in my .apartment, in prefence of cight perfons, a 
tale written by himfelf and of which I was the 
Aercine, In this little performance he extols my fen- 
Sibility and the goudmfs of my heart, and comparea me 
to a beneficent fairy, &c. and the very next morning he 
deferibed me to my pupils as proud, hypocritical end 
odious. I have preferved the tale, which is io the 
hand-writing of its acthor, 

Bs ** demand 


” 
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“¢ demand (and Ihave a ric ht to de- 
“* mand it) muft be clear, pofitive, direct, 
*‘arucle by arucle, and waitten withayit 
"© 4 moment's delay inthe Journal: M. 
Lebrun will wat for a, and bung 
“it me. TI have woitten this in leds 
‘ethan half an hour, and the anfwer 
“ need not take a longer cune.—I ought 
“to add in this Journal that the two 
“© princes have alfo declared, that thefe 
* convertations had never paffed in pre- 
“fence of M. J eorun, beecufe no one 
“woud bore dared to fay fu.b things be- 
“fore bi, and it was for that reafon 
“the ume of the Latin leffons was 
*€ chofen, when M. Lebrun was not in 
** the apartment. I ought alfo to add 
“another indifputable truch, and for 
‘© which I have the fame wwo witnefles 
*6 as have dictated this article ; it as, that 
** | have never fpoken toemy pupils of 
**thefe gentlemen but to praife the 
«¢ goodnefs of their hearts and their im- 
*‘maculate probity, to exhort them to 

“© confide 
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‘© confide in their preceptors, and cherifh 
“for them fentiments of the tendereft 
principles and the moft lively grati- 
© tude. I have never afked the children 
* the mofttrivial queftion refpecting what 
© paffed between them and thefe gentle- 
(men, and that for two reafons: firft 
“ becaufe I thought myfclf (ure of being 
“informed cf every particular and 
‘every word by means of the Journal ; 
“ and fecondly becaufe ] feared that by 
“ interrogaung them I mht excice in 
“the children a fufpicion thar I had 
“© not confidence in thefe gentlemen, — 
«© The princes have juft read this paper, 
“and defire to put their names to it 
“Cin attcftauion of the perfect accuracy 


>? 


“and truth of what it contains 
se Signed, 
“ Duke DE CHARTRES. 
« Duk’ pe MonTPENSIER.” 


a 
* I did not fend this long article to the Abbé 
for reafons which will prefently be feen, I had 


Bs written 
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Saturday, tevo o'clock. 

“ AFTER writing the preceding 
*€ article, I refleCted that if I fent this 
“« detail to the Abbé, confcious that he 
* had no excofe to aflign, he would re- 
* fufe to anfwer or even acknowledge 
*© chat any mention had been made of 
“me: I have therefore fimply wntten 
“che note annexed to this Journal *, 


“ The 


written it in the Journal, which I detained from M. 
Lebrun till the next day, contenting myfelf for 
the prefent with writing a note to the Abbé Guyot 
upon a fcparate piece of paper. 

* This note, as ] have obferved, was upon a fepa- 
rate piece of paper. I only faid in it, that M. de 
Chartres had infurmed me that, for eighteen months 
paft, he had paffed his Latin leffons in making 
complaints of me to the Abbé; apd without ex- 
prefling myfelf in terms of ftrong refentment, I 
afked the Abbé how he could think of hfening to 
fuch complaints, and why he had not informed me of 
the circumflance either ia perfon or by means of 
the Journal; and I demanded an immednate anfwer, 
From the tone of my note the Abbé was led to 
think that this was all the Duke had faid to me: 

he 
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‘©The Abbé fends me an anfwer in 
«¢ which he confeffes two things, the only 
*¢ ones that I confider as of any import- 
“ ance from his mouth. Firft, that it 
“is true the Duke de Chartres has for 
‘© a long time been accuftomed to com- 
*€ plain and {peak ill of me at the Latin 
“* leffons. Secondly, that the Abbé has 
‘© not informed me of this, decaufe no 
‘* opportunity bad offered, and has not 
‘¢ mentioned it to M. Lebrun, as not 
“withing @ circumftance of this nature to 
“* be recorded in the Fournal. The Abbé 
‘* then, by his own confeffion, thought ic 
“ of great importance. In this he was 
right. But how are we to believe that 
* during a period of eighteen months, 
“¢ or even fyppofing it to be only fix, 
“he has had no opportunity of inform- 
‘“Cingme? He has feen me every day ; 


he flattered himfelf that the evil was not without 
yemedy, andehe anfwered as is ftated above, by 2 
pote in his own hand-writing, which I thall be care- 


fal to preferve. 
- Bé §¢ whae 
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"¢ what fhould have prevented him from 
“ telling me that he had fomething of 
“* importance to communicate refpecting 
“© the Duke de Chartres? Does he not 
« know that this would have been fuffi- 
«cient to have excited my attention 
"©and made me anxious to hear him ? 
« Befide what fhould have hindered him 
“from writing? He has written page 
© after page upon fubjects of trivial con- 
© cern, without mentioning a fyllable of 
«© this matter. Flow are we to belicve 
“(that ie might not have filenced in the 
« firft iffance a child fo docile as the 
‘© Duke de Chartres? Why has this 
*« child never fatd any thing of a fimilar 
6 nature to M. Lebrun ? Becaufe M. 
*© Lebrun would not have fuffered it. 
“ How could the Abbé repcat every 
«© day before this child that he was of 
** @ good, an excellent natural difpcftion ? 
*¢ How redouble his kindnefs for him, 
*‘fhew him a thoufand times more 
“‘friendfhip than ever, and give fo fa- 

“* vourable 
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*‘ vourable an account of him in the 
“« Journal *? He is indeed good ; the 
“6 confeffion he has voluntarily made me 
*€ proves it, and I will anfwer for his 
“* being one day an excellent, an admi- 
** rable character: but all the efforts of 
““M. Lebrun and myfelf might have 
‘« been ineffectual and vain, if fincerity 
‘‘and remorfe had not led the prince 
“to a confeffion of the truth, 1 have 
** now nothing farther to demand of th¢ 
‘* Abbé: it 1s not to be fuppofed that 
“he will acknowledge facts of fo horri- 
“ ble a nature as thofe contained in the 
*« declaration on the Journal, indifputa- 
*‘ ble as they are. He has made the 
“€ only confeffion it would be poffible to 
*€ extort from'hum. It is enough; of 
‘‘the reft the Duke and Duchefs 


* The Abb¢, gave every day in the Journal an 
account of the Latin deffone, and fince the period 
that thefe leffons had paffed in {peaking ill of me, the 
Jourual repeated almoft conftantly this judgment: 
Good leffons excellent Latin leon, &c. 


d’Orleans 
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«< d’Orleans fhall judge. In the mean 
“time I am exprefsly authorifed by 
*‘ them to tell the Abbé not to appear 
*€ before the children, till he has farther 
*¢ orders, not to fet his foot within their 
** apartment, and not to write to them. 
*¢ M. Lebrun is charged with the care 
“Cofthem. The Abbé may fave him, 
“ felf the trouble of writing to me, as I 
«¢fhall fend his Jetters back without 
« opening them. He mutt now addrefs 
“‘himfelf to the Duke and Duchefs 
«© d’Orleans. The Duke will return on 
* Monday, and will take the earleft op~ 
“© portunity of {peaking to the Abbé.” 


carer 

are ) 
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Refledions on the Abbé Guyot’s anfwer, the 
eoriginal of which fhall remain in this 

Fournal. 
THEY (the princes) bave often told me 

that I was the fubjel? of converfation at 
’ Belle Chaffe and at Livri, that my condu& 
was feverely criticifed and blamed, and that 
I was not loved * 

« Unjuft recrimination, replete with 
“lies and abfurdities. The Duke de 
‘* Montpenfier has never faid a word; 
‘his brother did him this juftice from 
“« the firft moment, and ftill*perfifts in 
“ afferting his innocence. If the chil- 
“* dren, or one of the children told him 
“€ this, the Abbé either believed it or 
*8 did not believe it ; if he did believe 
“* it, how could he have profeffed before 
“all the world fo warm a friendfhip for 


* The paffages printed inItalics are the Abbé’s ; 
thofe marked with anverted commas are my re- 
ficctions. 


“ me? 
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“me? How, in prefence of M. Lebrun 
“and five or fix other perfons at Livri, 
“could he have fhed tears when he 
“fpoke of his attachment, expreff- 
“ing himfelf at the fame time in the 
“© moft affectionate terms ? If he did not 
“© believe it, why was not this child re- 
“€ primanded 1n the fevereft_ manner for 
“a falfehood and calumny of fo black 
** a nature > How on the contrary could 
‘the Abbé treat him with additional 
*kindnefs, and praife him every day 
““ and upon all occafions for his excel- 
“© lent character and difpofition ? In ei- 
“ther cafe why did he not acquaint 
**me with the circumftance > When I 
“ undertook the education of the piinces, 
the Abbé was permitted to remain 
* upon the exprefs condition, for which 
**he pledged his honour both by word 
“© of mouth and in writing’, that be would 
** conceal nothing from me relative to the 
“ children; that be would inform me with 
"© the moft /crupulous accuracy of every thing 

S* shey 
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© they fhould fav and do in my abfence; 
© which was indeed the fole object of 
‘his Journal, and my only reafon for 
** inftituting it.” 

I conftantly told the Duke de Chartres 
that be ought not to bring me flories of this 
Sort; 

“* Conftantly fuppofes that the {tories 
“were frequently repeated, and certain- 
“ly a fingle word on the part of the 
“ Abbé, fpoken with fincerity upon the 
“* firfl occafion that offered, would have 
“filenced them for ever. Ought not to 
** bring me flortes of this fort. hus ex- 
** prefiien fuppofcs the {tories to be true, 
“and does not blame them on their 
“own account, but as brought to the 
*© Abbé. The true and becoming an- 
66 fwer would have been, that I was al- 
“together mcapable of {peaking ill of 
‘© one of the inftryctors of my pupils, 
‘Cand that nothing could be more un- 
“ quefionable than this, fince Mon- 
. § feizgneyr and Madame would certainly 

© not 
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** not retain about the perfons of their 
“ children a man in whom I did not 
‘© place a confidence. It would have been 
** true and becoming to have faid, that 
“the child muft have miftaken my 
“ words or mifapprehended my mean- 
*‘ing; and that the Abbé could not 
“doubt of a fnendthip of which I had 
“© given him fo many proofs.” 

That st was a proceeding by no means 
worthy of bim; that I certamly did my beft 
to fatisfy and pleafe, and that ] bad no doubt 
of obtasping the fuccefs which my beart de- 
Sired ; but that in any cafe] foould always 
derive confolation from ithe teftimcny of my 
conjcience, which a man who valued his 
trangusllity would at al] times take care te 
enfute, 

*« Who does not feel in all this cir- 
“ cumlocution and tautology the uncone 
** querable embarrafimeht of convicted 
 difhonefty, defirous of denying its na- 
** eure, and of artfully foftening down 
«* whet is imputed to it ? Who does not 

* fee 
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** fee in thefe double diftilled infinuations 
“ the moft direct complaint, and the moft 
‘unequivocal cenfure ? J foould always 
“ derive confolation from the teftimony of 
“* my conference. Do not thefe words 
‘‘imply that confolation is neceflary, 
“Cand that the fuccefs ts nothing lefs 
“than certain? Do they not infinuate 
“ that my condué 1s erroneous, and that 
“* my carriage is of a fort by no means 
** calculated to infpire confidence? Is alll 
“this verbofity, and thefe unmanly in- 
‘* finuations, a part of the an{wer that 
* ought to be made to a child who adapts 
°° @ proceeding by no means worthy of bim? 
“* Would it not have been better for the 
‘* Abbé to have anfwered fimply—J am 
* gbliged by my duty to inform the Counte/s 
* of all your comverfation; I bave paffed 
“* my word that I would do fo, and my 
“ fituation and bers render it peculiarly 
“* indsfpenfable: I foall record what you 
“* have faid is the Journal, and of you offer 

st at 
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at any farther objervatioas upon the fame 
*6 fubycéh, they will aljo be revorded. I 
‘© cannot perfuade myfclf that, if me 
* Abbé had thus fpoken, the converla- 
“tions to which allufion 1s here made 
** would have been often repeated, or 
*€ in the firftinflance of any confiderable 
‘ length.” 

In other cafes, where the conver fatien 
turned upon the pawily of bufine/s the Mur- 
chionefs had left me, and xheh the Duce de 
Chartres treated in a yefting way, 

“(Ing jefting way! It appears then 
‘ethat the (ubject was fuficuntly fami- 
 lrarized to tie Duke, by the perfons 
«« with whom he was converfing, to cna- 
** ble him to treat it with frolic and jeft. 
“¢ Certainly a familiarity like this had 
“never experienced any confiderable 
#« check, and at the fame time the Abbé 
** Guyot, who was the Witnefs of thefe 
$¢ abortive jefts, at my expence or his 
*€ own, for that is not clearly expreffed, 


"© was continually applauding the eR 
\Mraéter; * 






of the Princes. 2” 


** racter, fincerity, and opennefs of this 
© child.” 

In a yefisng way, telling me that be was 
perfuaded Z did not know bow to comport 

mifelf under thefe new carcumftances; I 
conflantl, replied, 

** Conftantly ! An aur of repetition is 
“© always uppermoft in thefe facts, and of 
“© confequence the jefts, fuch as they were, 
“© were frequently made.” 

Replied, that I foould be particularly 
obliged to him to requeft the Marchionefs to 
be explicit with me upon this Sfulyett. 

« This 1s indeed a fingular” commif- 
“fion. The beginning of the fentence 
“Jed us to expe a grave and fevere 
“reprimand; no fuch thing: all that 
“ follows 1s a requeft, couching a ftrange 
« fort of meffage, which affuredly was 
“« intended to bear the impreffion of fe- 
** vere Irony” 

Upon this Subject, in which cafe I foould 
wo doubt derive benefit from ber cenjures, if 

they 
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they were juft, or foew the error in which 
they were founded, uf they were otberwife. 
«© This ftrokhe may with propriety be 
“ ftyled a je worthy of Tartufe: the 
*¢ hypocritical humility of the expreffion 
*¢ but thinly veils the ironical confidence 
“‘of the fpeakar. Let me add, that 
“ thefe long difcourfes fufiiciently fhew 
“the mutual confidence that prevailed 
“in the converfation. All was quiet 
“ difquifition and tranquil dialogue. 
“The Abbé betrays no auftenty, no 
« difhike of the topic, but repeats pom- 
“* pous phrafes upon the fubject without 
‘*end. He appears to believe every 
«thing thatis told him, and when my 
«* jiliberality is defcribed, he contents 
*¢himfelf with withing that I would 
# make it perfonal, in order that be might 
‘© derive benefit from my ceufures, tf thoy 
“Cavere jaf, or fhew the error in whieb 
"€ they were founded, 1f they were other- 
« wife; and he probably expects, that I 
«« fhould find out tbis with by divination, 
** fince 
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*€ fince there is nothing that he appears 
« more anxious to conceal from my dif- 
** covery.” 

When I take a retrofpe? of the whole, 
Lam bold to declare that in this critical 
ftuation, 

‘* Critical ! How fo > Good fenfe and 
*¢ integrity would have found no diff- 
© culty in it.” 

Critical fituation, I have d:/played a 
Sfrirst of liberal yuftite towards the Mar- 
chione/s, and the pureft moderation in what 
refpects myfelf. I foould indeed bave un- 
doubtedly communicated the whole {9 ber at 
once, if Isberty bad been given, and cpportu- 
mity oocurred for fuch communscation. 

“¢ The ftupidity of this paflage 1s un- 
*¢ paralleled. How is it poffible that at 
 Livn, where we dined and fupped 
*‘ every day together; at Paris, where 
«« we dined together five times a week, 
«‘ the Abbé Guyot fhould be in want of 
** opportunity or liberty to {peak to me? 

2 It 
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ee Jeastrue, that with refpect to fuch 
“ articles as were material to the educa- 
“€non, I required them to be put im writ- 
** ing; and the longer my expenence 
«* has been, the more judicious does this 
«e method appear: but I was never ridi- 
*« culous enough not to admit of an ex- 
* cepuon fiom this rule. My inflexibi- 
ee lity has only rc{pected the contefts chat 
“have occured between thefe gentle- 
men and myfelf ;1n other 1efpects, I 
“« have a choufand umes difcourfed with 
% them about the children, and heard 
“« from®heir own mouths many particu. 
“Jars rélative to their language, their 
«< fentiments and their condudt, as this 
*¢ Journal frequently teftifies. The 
** phrafe will more than ence be found— 
© [do not enter into particulars upon this 
Sartule, becaufe I have given 4 verbal 
* account of it to Madame ge Genlts” He 
«would have communicated the whole to 
§© me at once ; and yet eighteen months 

sre 
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“* are elapfed, and nota fyllable has been 
“Cuttered upon the fubject. On the 
“ contrary, he has every day repeated 
@ his eulogium of the Duke de Char- 
‘tres, he has feen me often 1n private, 
‘¢he has by his own defire a thoufand 
“ times converfed with me alone refpect- 
“ing his own affaus, Is brother’s, &c. 
‘© and he has written me a hundred lec. 
“ters, all of enormous Jeng‘h, and not 
‘© one containing a word of this impor- 
*¢ rant article.” 

Lt bas been on'y fince loft «ier, pretty 
much about the tune of Jent, thaf the Duke 
de Chartres bas aomplained to me of the 
manner mm which the Mui bwne/s treated 
him, At firfl Ttnd bim .bat be ought not 
to fuffer st to g.cve bun pain, 

© At firft! Weis very remarkable that 
“the Abbe ftops there, and does not 
«tell us whae he (aid in the fequel. 
“© That be onght nof to fuffer ut to geve bim 
'© pain, a mode of expreffion that is 

VOL. HII Cc “inca. 
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‘incapable of being interpreted in a 
* good fenfe. We ought to feel pain, 
*¢ fevere pain, when we are juftly repre- 
* hended ; without that no error can bé 
* corrected. It is impoffible to fay to 
‘© any one that he ought not to fuffer a 
* thing fo gize kim pam, unlefs the thing 
© atfelf be abfurd and unworthy of no- 
*F nee.” 

That the flrong expreffions foe employed, 
were mo unanfwerable procf of ber opimon 
that bis difpofitions were erronecus and dif- 
graceful. 

« Whét can we infe1 from this yumble 
* of words, except that the Duke was 
“© to pay no attention tomy reprimands, 
** becaufe ] did not know the meaning of 
*¢ what I faid ?” 

They only proved the zeal of the Marchi- 
onefs for bis welfare; that tt depended 
upon bimfelf to put air end to what occafoned 
him Jo fenfible a mortification, by exerting 
all bis diligence in the firift difebarge of bis 

duly, 
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dety, and that the more acutely be felt the 
treatment be recetved, the greater attenticn 
and effort be ought to exert. 

* © Such, even if we fhould give the 
** moft implicit credit to the Abbé, was. 
*‘ his mode of repelling the complaints 
“* that weie made againft me; fuch was 
“at firft his language: and mott cer- 
* cainly fuch language at firft was calcu 
* lated to encourage a repetition of 
“*complaint. In {yate of the hypocrily 
¢ and falfehood that betray themfelves ia 
“ every linc, the Abbe has not the cou- 
“ rage once to alfiim that he afkerted my 
“ yuttice, the proprict: of my reprimands, 
“and the difcreuon of my remarks. 
‘© Had he vindicated me in one fingle 
*¢ inflance, 19 1t to be believed that he 
«¢ would not have told of it ?’ He has not 
*€ even the courage to affirm that he oncg 
« told the Duke de Chartres that be was 
© in the wrong, or that he ought to be 


€ perfuaded that he was in the wrong, 
C2 * fince 
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** fince I had thought it neceffary to ie- 
** buke him.” 

I often told him that it was very unproper 
to bring bis complaints 10 me, and that ¢ 
certainly would put them in the Fournal rf be 
continued them. 

*O1f the Abbé faid this often, he has 
“as often bioke his word. What an 
* example in every ref{pect has he been 
* exhibiting to his pupils!” 

Sometimes at the leffens this fort of con- 
verfatron continued fer a long while. 

“* Obferve we have here the Abbe’s 
*©own dbnfeffion for this maternal ar- 
*e ticles 

And I did not put an end to them, but by 
threatening afresh to mfert them im the 
Fournal. Idid net put my threat into erc- 
ution becaufe Iwas unwilling to give then 
abe permanent and unequivocal form that 
the Journal implied. 

6* Why not ? Why not publith them 
“in the Journal de Paris? Tht prefenc 

** Journal 
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«© Journal was peculiarly adapted for 
«¢ that purpofe, fince it owed its exiftence 
to motives of afimilar nature. Bue if. 
“the Abbé could not bear to think of a 
“ Journal, why did not he wiité me a 
«© Jetter upon the fubject >” 

It certainly was not a wih to bear the 
complaints repeated, or a defire to lead to fo 
unpleafant a topic ; but a motive of polilenc/s 
and cheem for the Marchione/s, that pre- 
vetted my having recourfe to this expe- 
dient. 

‘© As much as to fay that fhe com- 
“© plaints were of fo heavy a nature, and 
** would have fo deeply wounded my 
‘‘ reputation, thatthe Abbé, out of pure 
«kindnefs to me, could not bear the 
“thought of their being placed upon 
*‘ record. It is indeed impoffible to fay 
«¢ whether politenefs, franknefs, or ho« 
“* nefty conftirute the moft leading fea+ 
“ ture of this conduct.” 

C4 In 
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In every thing that paffed upon the fub- 
ject. 

‘© Thefe are the laft words of the 
«* Abbé Guyot’s reply. The conftruc- 
“tion amples that there 3s fomething 
« wanting to complete the fentence; but 
“© thisas all thatthe Abbé gave to M 
“ Lebrun; and his underftanding was fo 
** confounded, that it 1s no wonder he 
“found himfelf a litde abruptly ar the 
*¢ end of his rea(ons, 

‘© The conclufion from the whole of 
« this infidious paper, evidently a fabri- 
‘© cation in every pait of its detail, is that 
*€ the Abbé, however cafed in the mail 
*¢ ofhypocrify and fallehood, was unable, 
¢ prefled as he was for an immediate 
“* anfwer, and ignorant that ] was miftrefs 
‘© ofall the partuculars, to avoid the d - 
* cilive confeffion, that for eighteen 
“ manths paft the period of the Latin 
‘* leffons was {pent in invectives and 


“© complaints againft me. Huis place, 
ae our 
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* our reciprocal connection, the word of 
*‘ honour which he had given, and the 
¢ firft and moft indifpenfable of his du- 
“¢ ties, commanded him to give m@ an 
“immediate account of the whole. 
‘6 What has been his actual conduct ? 
‘¢ He has never uttered a word to me 
*©upon the fubjcét, and he redoubled 
“¢ his careffes and eulogiums of the Duke 
‘© de Chartres, precifely from the com- 
“‘mencement of that period: Abbé 
‘Guyot, preceptor to the pringe, and 
*¢ ordained to the facred officg, has fuf- 
*¢ fered him to communicate for the firft 
*© time in the facrament of the mafs, un- 
s¢ der thefe circumftances, without repa- 
‘©ration and without penitence. Such 
‘are the facts that now ftand proved 
*¢ under his own hand. After this, what 
“* faith is to be placed in hus denying 
‘that it was he who excited the cont- 
*¢ plaints of the child, and poifoned his 
‘¢ mind; his manner of denying it proves 

C 4 *¢ its 
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‘cits truth. The Abbé has always en- 
«6 vied and hated me; for a time how- 
“©ever he cbferved in his conduct tos 
“O wards the children fome conftraint, 
** and did not begin to difplay his ran- 
** cour ull he bad fecured his church pre- 
$¢ ferment of twelve thoufand livres a 
year ; the nfk would before have been 
*“toogreat. He might bya fingle word 
«have put an eternal flop to thefe con- 
*4 yerfations, and by his own confeffion 
they have continued for more than a 
“ year, ad the Journal has in general 
“* given a fivourable account of the La- 
*€ tm Jeffons, particularly during the aft 
“fix months. Thefe, I believe, are 
.“* proofs as complete as can be defired 
* ofthe wickednefs of this man, whofe 
* conduct ts as devoid of penetration as 
“at is contempuble The firft im- 

“ pulfe 


* The abfurdity of thie condu& 1s indeed incons 
ceivable ; but the Abbé, knowing that I never 
queflioned 
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* pulfe of my mind was to requeft the 
** Duke and Duchefs d’Orleans to for- 
“ give the Abbé, and in this refoluuon 
“© } have perfifted for two days: but 
“* they are of opinion, that to fhew the 
“* Jeaft indulgence in a cafe of fuch fla- 
“¢ grant deceit and malignity will be a 
“* pernicious example to their children ; 
“and this reflection 1s fo juft that I am 
“© angry with myfelf that it did not im- 
“ mediately occur to me. The Journal 
“proves that, had my credulity been 
“lefs, the Abbé’s conduct is eprecifely 
‘Cwhat I ought to have expected; a 
“« thoufand inftances are there apparent 
‘© of his envy and hatred againft me, of 
“his infincerity and extreme falfehood, 


queftioned the children refpeting what paffed be- 
tween them and thefe gentlemen, knowing that I 
was perfectly free from fufpicion, and that I ima- 
gined every the minuteft particular to be recorded in 
the Journal, never fuppofed that the Duke de Char- 
tree would have either the fortitude or the fincenity 
to tell me of his own accord things of this nature. 


Cs “ of 
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<¢ of the narrownefs of bis underftanding 
* and his extravagant pride, of the moft 
*¢ limited and erroneous views, and the 
“¢ moft abfurd mode of reafoning. Thefe 
*€ fa&ts are paiticularly demonttrated in 
“© the year 1785 ; and whoever (hall read 
“¢ this part of the Journal only, will per- 
*¢ feétly underftand the Abbé’s charadter 
‘Cand difpofition, and will perhaps be 
“ aftonifhed that, with the authority I 
* poffeffed, 1 extended fo far my pa- 
*‘tience, indulgence and credulity. 
“| }he Abbé has certainly done no in- 
“« confiderable injury tomy work of edu- 
‘© cation, and | fhould at piefent have 
* preater reaion fo rejoice wn the fuccefs 
*¢ of my efforts, had he poffetled the in- 
“€ tegrity and ment of M. Lebrun: but 
“(the injury is not irreparable. The 
“© fault of the Duke de Chartres isa very 
** common one ; and the ‘confeffion he 
*« has voluntanly made, without any in- 
* terrogation, any fufpicion on my part, 

« is 
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“is a proof of generofity, ingenuouf- 
“‘ nefs, and an excellent heart. There 
£* is not one child in a hundred that can 
* refilt the pleafure of complaining when 
** the perfon whom he beft loves repri- 
“ mands him ®, and that wiil not, at fuch 
‘Ca time, readily liften to any ill that 


* It is to be remarked, that, partitularly in his 
infancy, I reprimanded the Duke de Chartres much 
more frequently than tle other children, becauf he 
had a number of anticks and difagreeable habits, 
trifling indecd in themfelves, but of which I thought 
it abfolutcly ncceffary to break him. Meanwhile bre 
loved me with fincere affection, fur 2 better heart 
than hin does not exift; and he was truly unhappy 
when we were upon bud terms. At firftthe Abbé 
appeared to pity him, and thus became lus confident 
in this refpe&t ; afterwards he attempted to incenfe 
his mind againft me, and deftroy in him that lively 
gratitude and natural regard which I never failed to 
experience. The Abbé did not fucceed, but he was 
liftened to by a child of aldveti years, whofe princi- 
ples were unformed, and who knew that his coms 
plaifaace would be rewarded with this account on the 
Journal: Excelleat Latin leffon. 


C 6 “6 may 
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“may be fpoken of that perfon. My 
s daughters, whofe difpofiuons were fo 
“amiable, and who certainly loved m¢ 
*¢ with tendernefs, were not exempt 
“ from this fault, they have a thoufand 
“e times confefled to me in the courfe of 
*¢ ther education, that they had faid in 
€ their moments of chagrin to the femmes 
«© de chambre who attended them, that 
“Twas aynf, pranncal, and extrava- 
“ gantly fevere. tis of importance that 
“ children fhould never have about them 
s perfons who will tolerate fuch difcourte. 
« Yn the cafe cf the Duke de Chartres 
“there was an additonal temptation, 
that of being eacufed from a tirefome 
4 leffon in a language which he did not 
*¢ like, of being treated with kindnefs by 
*¢ the Abbe, and of knowing thar I thould 
*¢ read a favourable account of him in 
“(the Journal. One thing, however, 
** may be faid in the Duke’s praife, that 
“¢ fince the period when thele converfa- 

“ tions 
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“ tions firft began, his friendfhip for the 
*© Abbé has very perceptibly diminifh- 
“* ed ; and I have long obferved that all 
“his affeCtion and preference, as wel} 
‘Cas thofe of his brother, were ex- 
*¢ clufively turned upon M. Lebrun. 
‘elt was that he defpifed the one 
“© and efteemed the other. Thus what 
“the Duke de Chartres has done is 
“very excufable, and the manner in 
“¢ which he has repaired it is entitled to 
“commendation; and the condud&t of 
‘his brother is perhaps unexampled at, 
“© fuch an age. The firft has com- 
¢ mitted no fauk that need give us any 
*€ apprehenfions as to the future, and 
“© the fecond has difplayed for the {pace 
*¢ of eighteen months a degree of virtue 
“© and firmnefs that would do honour to 
“*a youth of fifteen years . There is 
‘* therefore 

© It is true that M. de Montpenfier was repri- 
manded by me lefs frequently, becaufe he had more 
good qualities, and that I gave him fewer things to 
Rudy, becanfe he had not the aftonlhing memory 
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* therefore in all this nothing affuredly 
that could give us pain, but the con- 
6¢ trary. What however might have 
“* been the confequence if the Duke de 
«* Chartres had not made this confeffion ! 
*¢ T cannot think of 1 without fhudder- 
"ing. My fecurity in this refpect was 
* perfect ; I fhould never have difco- 
* vered the truth, and the Duke might 
¢¢ have been corrupted and irretrievably 
** ruined ; without taking into the ac- 
“count that the princes would never 
“ have underftood a word of the Latin 


ef his brother. Befide the Abbé was more anxious 
to gain the eldeft, merely from the cunfideration ot 
his being the eldeft. I can fay however, without the 
fear of contradi€tion, that the condu& of M. de 
Montpenfier announced at that time all the quahties 
that at prefent adorn hie charafter. When I ahked 
him why he had not informed me of thefe conver- 
fationa, he replied : Z/bould have doxe fo bad J frared 
ta ay brother's fawlt ; but I was unwilling to be my 
brother's accufer, I have written an account of all 
thefe particulars in my private Journal, but have fup- 
prefied them in the printed fragments, becaufe it was 
then my determination not to {peak of thefe quarrels. 


“+ language : 
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* Janguage : but this gave the Abbé no 
«¢ concern; he had his anfwer ready : he 
“had continually repeated that I did 
*< not allow fufficient time for this ftudy, 
* and he would have thrown the whale 
*< blame upon me alone 


* The following letter was written to me by 
M. d’Onleans relative to the Abbé Guyot, whom he 
faw the day after my writing the above article in 
the Journal. 

“* The Abbé is oppreffed with grief, is unable to 
# fay a word in his owa vindication, and acknow- 
** ledges the impropriety and injultice of his condu&. 
“ He always withed, he fays, to act otherwife, but 
“ was neverable. F told him thathe muft dever again 
“ appear before me or the children, and muft give 
«*up his apartment on Sunday. He replied: f 
*¢ as then in the moft horrid difgrace. He withdrew, 
“ bis countenance pale as death. I have jult {poken 
“to M. Lebrun, as was agreed between us. I am 
«+ glad that this affair is at an end, and I hope you 
«* will have no future caufe for chagrin in the educae 
** tion of our children, &c.” 

I have carefull¥ preferved the original of this 
letter. 


Note 
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Note of M. le Con ‘efor to the 
Abbé G 


WHEN I had the honour of giving, 
about two months ago, my firft leffon to 
the princes in the Latin language, I 
found that they had made very litle 
proficiency, confidering the time that 
appears to have been devoted ro this 


* M. Ie Couppey was equally learned both in the 
Greck and Latin languages, which he taught our 
pupils with Gogular zeal and fucccfs, and I con- 
flantly found in bim the molt fure and the moft de- 
bghtful focicty. How happy fhould I have been 
had he always occupied the place of the perfon 
whom he fucceeded!—The world has thought it 
firange that I did not choofe an ecclefiaftic to fupply 
the Abbé Guyot : pricits were offended and bigote 
railed at me, But I as little regarded them as I 
did the atheifts and irrehyious perfons whofe re- 
Sentment I had drawn upon myfélf by my publica- 
tions. To fay aad do what I conceive to be vire 
tuous and ufeful, will ever be the only rule of my 
condod, 

ftudy 
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itudy. I have been obliged to return to 
the fir rudiments of grammar, upon 
which too much ftrefs cannot be laid 
when the objc& is to teach a learned 
language by the mode of principle and 
analyfis; a method infinitely to be pre- 
ferred to that of uninftruéted and ran- 
dom practice, which has been attempted 
to be fubftiruted in its room. I then 
paffed to a work that by its nature ex- 
cludes long periods, which are always 
embarraffing to a beginner: I fpeak of 
the Colloquies of Erafmus, the Latin of 
which 1s fuffictently pure without being 
too difficult. For the fake of variety, 
both as to their ftudies and as to ftyle, I 
have thought proper to add to this firft 
author an eafy hiftorian, who gives an 
abridged life of the principal perfonages 
of ancient Rome, whofe names and ex- 
ploits are already familiar to the princes. 
By means of this previous knowledge 
the meaning of the writer is aftonifhingly 
facilitated, and they have nothing to ate 

tend 
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tend to but the words of this new lan- 
guage. 


Note of Madame de Sillery, 1787. 


7 MY health has not permitted me to 
«* anfwer fooner an article inthe Journal of 
“* the fixth of this month. M. Lebrun ap- 
** pears init to blamethe Duke de Chartres 
‘for having given me an account of 
** fome words that fell from M. Lebrun 
*¢ relative to me. He calls this action 
“by the name of tele bearing; it de- 
 ferves it not in the odious acceptation 
€€ of that word : the Duke de Chartres 
«¢ finply difcharged a duty Monfeigneur 
** and Madame, after the cruel affair of 
“the Abbé Guyot, exprefsly enjoined 
«‘him never to fuffer any perfor con- 
“© cerned in the education to fpeak a 
"word or even the moft indirect cen- 
*fure againftt me, without informing 
“me of it and telling the perfoa 

‘© chargeable 
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** chargeable with fuch  indifcretion 
“ that he fhould do fo. This has been 
“ precifely the conduét of the Duke 
‘© de Chartres in the prefent inftance, 
‘* and he 1s only to blamefor not having 
“immediately faid to M. Lebrun that 
“che meant to tell me of it. To be a 
“« tale bearer is to repeat unneceffarily 
‘an imprudent converfation, for the 
‘“‘ fke af creating diffenfions and ani- 
‘© mofities, without the knowledge of 
“* the peifon cited, and by exprefsly de- 
** firing that he may not be inforgned of 
‘ic, It as indifpenfable chat I thould 
“know in what manner the perfons 
“ connected with the education fpeak of 
“ me to my pupils, and thac they dit- 
“© minifh in no inftance, not even in the 
“‘moft tnfling things (in important 
“‘ things they cannot) the refpect and 
“« affeCtion which my pupils owe me. 
™ Befide the Duke de Chartres com- 
** plied with the order of his father, an 
“* order for which there was too much 

 reafony 
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‘* reafon, from the perfidy of which } 
“had been the objet. He was not at 
“6 all defirous that M. Lebrun fhould be 
“¢ ignorant of this proceeding ; he acted 
* the part nether of a traitor nor of a 
 bufy-body; on the contrary, he was 
“ faithful to his word, and difplayed 
“upon this occafion both integrity and 
“‘ firmnefs: he has not therefore been 
“‘@ tale bearer, he has done what was 
“his duty *.—M. Lebrun fays: How 
“* can it be fuppofed that I fhculd now bave 


® M. Lebrun, who took it amifs that the Duke 
de Chartres had informed me of an inftance in which 
my condutét had heen cenfured, allowed himiclf, 2 
few days after, refpeGting a jeft that I mentioned in 
confidence before him, fecretly to repeat it to the 
perfon who was the obje& of it, and whom it high- 
ly offended. For myfelf, I at this very time laid an 
injundtiion on the Duke de Chartres and his brother 
never in future to inform me of any thing that might 
be faid againk me by M. Lebrun or others; add- 
ing, that 1 committed to them the care of defending 
me on fuch occafions, &c. Thefe particulare may 
be fcea in the firft volume of this publication. 


ac [poken 
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<* jpokem ill of Madame de Sillery, when it 
** is well known that I did not /peak ill of 
“ ber upon occafions that have formerly oc- 
*« curred ? This is not properly {peaking 
«© che queftion; and unlefs a perfonfhould 
« defcend to calumny hke the Abbé 
«* Guyot, I may fafely put the fpeaking 
$< ill of me at defiance. But to cenfure 
*< the arrangements I make, 1s an indif- 
** cretion which a man of M. Lebrun’s 
«ape and circumfpection ought not to 
« allow himfelf. I will add, that, in the 
«« confeffion made by the Duke de Char- 
“tres, re(pecting the Abbé Guyot, though 
« i¢ be indeed true that he acknowledged 
<¢ M. Lebrun had never fpoken ill of me, 
«and that the Abbé had not dared doit 
“in his prefence, yet the Duke faid at 
‘the fume time that M. Lebrun very 
“ frequently indulged himfelf in flight 
** animadverfion’s on my conduc both 
“ directly and indirectly. I did not record 
*¢ this trivial fault in the Journal, becaufe 

5 «did 
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«J did not think it of fufficient moment, 
“and becaufe what 1 wrote was imme- 
** diately to be fubmitted to the infpec- 
*©uon of Monfeigneur and Madame. 
« Befide, confidering the extreme inu- 
<* macy that fubfifted between the Abbé 
«© and M. Lebrun, I was not at all afto- 
*¢ nifhed at this; I was fansfied with the 
“ certainty that M. Lebrun had not been 
«fo far feduced as to forget what he 
* owed Co me and to his own Jituation, 
“and Treadtly excufed thefe trivial er- 
** rors, W hich did not leflen the opinion 
¢ | had ever entertained of M. Lebrun’s 
¢ integrity and honour, J even thought 
‘¢ it ght not to mention them, and but 
“ for the tuifling event that has happened 
“© T fhould always have been filent upon 
“the fubje&t. Meanwhile there is in 
«all this nothing that fhall diminith my 
“ regard for M. Lebron, or make me 
“depart from the refolution I formed, 
s¢when I fift took upon myfelf the 


** charge of the education, to live upon 
“ terms 
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¢ terms of good underftanding with the 
<< perfons appointed to affift me, to thew 
*< upon all occafions the fame gentlenefs 
*¢ and forbearance, and to exhibit marks 
“¢ of fincere friendfhip to alJ who fhall 
“© be difpofed to difplay kindnefs to me. 


— 





Saturday, 12 May 1787. 

AT half after fix 1 looked into the 
Journal, and stead with attention the 
note of the Maichionefs. I refume the 
fubject only to affure her that in future 
fhe fhall never have the fmalleft redfon to 
reproach me, and that I do not recol- 
let ever baving allowed myfelf in any 
cenfure directly or indireQly before our 
pupils in the Abbé’s time, though we 
fometimes complained to each other 
when we imagined that we had caufe for 
complaint. Ihave before frankly acknow- 
ledged this, and exprefied my regret to 
the Marchionefs: fhe affured me that 
it fhould be buried in oblivion. I 
count 
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count upon her friendfhip, and truft that 
I fhall merit it by the fincerity and ar- 
dour of my attachment. 





Sunday, 12 Auguft 1787~ 
Note of Madame de Sillery. 


“IN juftice to the Duke de Chartres I 
*‘ ought to obferve in this place, that 
“he has voluntarily expreffed a defire to 
** expend the whole of his ten lows in 
*¢ charitable ations. TI told lum that he 
« would do well to employ a part of it 
‘Cin that way , but that he might allo 
** purchafe fome trifling things for him- 
“felf. He has purchafed fome boxes. 
* one for me, which T have refufed, and 
€ another for my mother. Of his own 
“accord he gave a louis to the man 
‘© whom he had ordesed to call upon 
*¢ him, and another to an old man in 
« diftrefs, whofe two children he alfa 
“ furnifhed with proper clothing: im 

6s fine, 
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“¢ fine, he came to me again this morning 
*< to tell me that he was inclined to give 
«© all he had left to a cestain poor woman. 
© T advifed him to give her ewelve livies, 
“* co afk afimilar fum of his brother, and 
“¢ we thus collected for this poor woman 
‘two louis. Thefe things afluid me 
“© extreme pleafure; they are the fruit 
<< of the fentiments we have taught them, 
“and it as jyuft that M. Lebrun fhould 
‘* be informed of this conduct, and par- 
‘ tane of my fatisfaction,” 


EES ce 


- 26 November 1787. 
THE Marchionets has done me the fa- 
vour to renew her affurances that fhe 
would be glad to fee me as often as pof- 
fible, on any of the days of the week 
without exception, to dinner at Belle 
Chaffe ; affuring me at the fame time 
that fhe fhould not think herfelf neglect- 
ed whenever I might be difpofed to dine 
with any of my acquaintance: on this 
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head the left me at full liberty, fatisfied 
that whether ] came oftener or feldomer 
my attachment would be the fame: 
in this decifion fhe has done no moie 
than juftice to my fentiments. She far- 
ther added, thar as the faw company 
on Sunday, fhe fhould be glad T would 
come onthat day, as an unequivocal 
proof of the harmony between us. She 
has duected me to write to her by the 
appellation of friend, has defired that J 
would employ that epithet in {peaking 
to her before her pupils, and has kindly 
approved of my making ufe before 
ftrangers of fuch expreffions as may beft 
convey the refpe& I feel, and the atcach- 
ment with which I am penetrated. I 
acknowledge this condefcenfion with 
gratitude, and hope fhe will have reafon 
ro be fatisfied with my returns*. 

® J was very much fatisfied at that moment, and 
1 wrote upoa the Journal affurances of a friendthip 


that I hoped would laft for ever, But I foon ex- 
perienced a repetition of the fame referve and capti- 


uinels, 
Note 
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Monday, 9 Fune 1788. 
Note of Madame de Sillery. 


“ | HAVE jutt been reading the Jour 
“« nal, and I fee with extreme furprife a 
*6 very bicter complaint on the part of 
‘© M. Lebrun, dated 3 June. M. Le~ 
« brun fays that for twelve months pait 
“Thave treated bin tll, 1 do not like 
«© thefe vague accufations ; they remind 
«me too much of the Abbé Guvot. 
“© In what do YT treat M. Lebrun ill? I 
«« dine here with no one but himfelf and 
“the children: without treating him ill 
IT might dine alone with them, which 
*‘ would be agreeabl- to the etiquette 
<¢ that has always been obferved. With- 
*f our treaung him all 1 might invite 
“* other perfons to this table ; bur ¥ ad- 
«* mit no one elf. Befide I behave at 
** all cimes to M. Lebrun with uniform 
“civility and kindnefs; for a year I 
*« have never {poken to him but to fay 

D2 “ obliging 
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* obliging things, and there has not been 
“ the fhadow of any mifunderflanding or 
‘Cafpernty. Let us not revive pall bick- 
**erings; we live in peace, let us conti- 
““nue thus. J have reafon to praife, in 
“Cevery refpedt, the eftimable conduct 
«© of M. Lebrun, and his vigilant cares: 
“it's a yuftice that Tam eager and de- 
© lighted to render him upon all occa- 
 fions. Hedilchaiges his duty towards 
*¢ the princes with as much punctuality as 
“© zeal and underftanding , we have had 
© neather quarrels, nor i] humour, nor 
“« difputes. Whatts he deftrous of more ? 
** That we fhould live upon terms ot 
“€ greater intimacy? I wall frankly tell 
** him that our characters and modes of 
‘thinking Mand im the way of this. 
* Our refpedtive fituations are another 
** obftacle, and I obfeive this intimacy 
** with no perfon concerned in the edu- 
«* cation. I havea realefteem and con- 
‘* fderable friendfhip for M. Lebrun, 
*¢ and I feel a fincere and lively intereft 

“in 
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‘¢ in whatever relates to him; but he is 
“ too hutle communicative, he has a cer- 
“ tain icterve and captioufnels too much 
“in contrafl with my character for inti 
“© macy ever to evnt Uciween us To 
« endeat any one to me, fimpicity, ex- 
treme franknefs, and acute fentibility 
é¢ are ndifpenfable. M. Lebrun has all 
« che virtues that I efleem and admire ; 
** but he is deficient in certain qualities 
*« that can alone attraét me, place me at 
‘© my eafe and infpire my confidence. 
*¢ When he fhall complain of me again in 
“the Journal, I beg that he wilt not 
“< make ufe of vague expreffions, but re- 
*¢ late facts. Indefinite accufations are 
* always infidious ; when we accufe a 
** perfon of a wrong we ought to adduce 
* proofs. For my own part I do not 
“ accufe M. Lebrun: I have norhing 
*¢ but encomiums to beftow on his vir- 
*€ tuous and immaculate conduct: one 
“« thing however I could defire of him, 
*« and that is that he would recolleé& the 
D3 “« particulars 
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*¢ particulars of my behaviour and his 
* fince the period that our acquaintance 
4¢ commenced, and that he would be as 
* juft towards me as I am towards him .” 


ee ed 


Tufday, 10 June 1788. 
Note of Madame de Stilery. 


“J SPEAK all that J think and all 
«* that I feel to thofe whom I love; be-~ 
“tween us therefore the party could 
** never be equal: circum/peltion, pru- 
“ dence and difimulation, 1 conceive to 
* be crimes in friendthip ; I with to be 
# paid in the coin I can give, particular. 
& Jy as there is fufficient fimplicity and I 
#¢ will venture to fay excellence in my 
s charafter, for a perfon to tell me all 
“< fis thoughts without the ritk of incon» 


* To this M, Lebrua wrote in the Journal a very 
plotting anfwer; be renewed his protefations of 
gittioude and riendihip, in which I once mane be- 
eed, 


* venicnet: 


“venience. This ingenuoufly is what 
keeps me at a diftance from you, and 
* the obftacle appears to me to be infur- 
«¢ mountable, asx refults from the nature 
*¢ of our characters. In the mean time, 
‘© what you have written has fenfibly 
“couched and even foftened my heart, 
“an effect that was the more readily 
‘¢ produced from the friendthip which I 
** have ever had, and ever fhall have for 
“you, in fpite af the incongruity of 
“ our difpofitions. But can I open my 
* heart, this heart fo difpofed t confi- 
*€ dence, fo full of fincerity, to the man 
« who never opens his more than half, 
“ and who has a thoufand petty cautions 
* and referves? 1 fpeak to you as if 
“you faw my foul unveiled: confider 
this with your ufual perfpicacity, and 
* you will poffibly be at no lofs to un- 
** derftand the ‘reafons which I affign to 
* you, without parade; bot with the 
* pure aad moft inviolable fincerity. 

Ds ¢ When 
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“« When you wiite to me in this agree- 
“able and charming manner, it makes 
* alively impref on on me, and I con- 
“ceive that the intimacy of which you 
*« feem fo defirous and which would be 
‘fo plafing to me, ts about to take 
“ place; butafterwards, when { obferve, 
* evenin the minuteft tifles, your cold- 
**nefs, circumfpection, &c. my heart 
*¢ defpairs.—In fpite of all this, be af- 
‘* fured that the {malleft proof of your 
« friendfhip will ever be efteemed and 
«© valued by me, and that I fhall at all 
tunes feel an active interc{t in your 
*¢ welfare and happinefs.—Good night, 
“* my friend; for if the clofeft intimacy 
** cannot fublift betwcen us, my heart 
“6 will at leaft always place you in the 
‘€ rank of its friends whenever you fhall 
“© thew me any marks of fenfibility. 


e > ° . ° . e %e e cy ° 


«« Our mutual misfortune proceeds from 
‘a falfe calculation that you have made. 
“ Placed 
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© Placed here as my friend, you might, 
«© by an intimate union and alliance with 
“6 me (I will fpeak it without circum- 
“ locution, for ] hate falie modefty), have 
¢¢ merited and acquired a friend worthy 
“© of you, and at the fame time confider- 
‘table honour. But you have been de- 
*¢ firous of keeping fair with every body ; 
* you imagined that by giving me an 
* infight into the characters, by acquaint- 
“cing me with the neghgences of the 
“© mafters and the faults of the domeftics, 
** you fhould a¢t the part of an informer. 
«¢ From your Journal one would tuppofe 
‘¢ that you had never feen a mafter give 
*¢q leffon negligently, &c. for not an 
“ inftance of this kind is recorded. 
‘© Meanwhile I fee myfelf the very re- 
«© verfe, and certainly there is more re- 
*¢ ftraint when I am prefent than before 
*‘ you. There are defects in my charac- 
** ter, 1 am as quick and rapid in aétion 
“as a girl of fifteen. Iam impatient, 
** and eafily excited to warmth of ex- 

Ds; *¢ preffion ; 
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“ preffion; but Iam not wanting either 
“in juftice, indulgence, or kindnefs; 
‘§ friendfhip and mildnefs have the ut- 
«¢ moft power over ine; I am incapable 
“ of hatred and revenge, and always dif- 
** pofed to hear reafon. In fine, it is 
** certain that in educating thefe children 
*« T have but one end in view, that of 
*© doing good; that J ain actuated nei- 
“‘ther by intereft, nor caprice, nor 
“ contrariety; that the good of the 
*€ education is the only motive that in- 
** fluences me. You ought to have im- 
. ** bibed all my fentiments, and adopted 
*€ allmy plans, relative to our common 
“ enterprize, to have acted as if we had 
*¢ been one and the fame perfon, and had 
** in this re{pe@ nothing to conceal from 
* each other. Is a father, who tells the 
** mother of the family every thing that 

* he fees and difcovers in the houfe, an 
*¢ informer? A common intereft, par- 
* ticularly when that intereft is of an ele- 
** vated 
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‘* vated and facred order, admits of no 
** referve between the perfons concerned 
“Cin it. Such fhould have been our 
* conduct, and how greatly would the 
““ education have gained by it! 


° . . « . ° e e . e . ° 


‘© What is done cannot be recalled ; let 
** us forget the paft. We have ftull four 
** years to live together, and thofe the 
© moft important of the education. If 
‘« thefe reflections penetrate and work 
* conviction in you, all may yet be re- 
“paired. Give me your friendfhip, 
*¢ your unreferved confidence, feel for 
*¢ our enterprize the fame ardour as I do, 
*s abjure for ever all unworthy caution 
* and circumfpeCtion, and fee only the 
‘© children and a friend whom you may 
* attach to you by the tendereft of all 
* ties®.” 

* This produced fio change in the {cntiments of 
M. Lebrun ; and I was at laft convinced that his heart 
was one of thofe which are { inacceffible to friend. 
fhip, that no conduc and no kindnefs can win them, 

D6 THE 
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Tuefday, 18 November 1788, 
Tr HE elder prince has no money ; he 
has remitted all that I had advanced him 
to M. Ettenne; I fufpe& for whom, 
but this referve towards me I fee with 
pain. 





Note of Madame de Siilery. 


“T DO not underftand this pam. The 
*€ money 1s applied to the relief of a 
** perfon in diftrefs, of whom M. Lebrun 
‘has no knowledge: it is with grief 
and uneafinefs that he receives an alms, 
*¢ and as he knows M. Etienne and not 
«M. Lebrun, he would be mortified 
* if the latter were admitted into his fe- 
*‘cret, It is ftrange that M. Lebrun 
«¢ thould defire to be leg into a fecret of 
*¢ this fort. Formerly Abbé Guyot had 
** acquaintance with a man who ftood in 
s¢ need of relief; he requefted me to 

y] “* permit 
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«¢ permit the princes to fuccour him, and 
“¢ T confented; he was willing to have 
© told me the name of his unfortunate 
“ friend, but I ftopped him; the dif- 
“© creffed peifon had confided his necef- 
“© files to him and not to me.” 





Tuefday, 22 September 1789. 
Note of Madame de Stllery. 


&é 
I CANNOT guefs why M. Lebrun 
‘* expreffes himfelf thus: My taf would 
** be too fevere, if the Counte/s fhould take 
“< for granted, in difputes between the Duke 
“¢ de Chartres and me, that I am in the 
“wrong. I venture to affirm that this 
“ js infinitely unjuft, as the Journal in- 
«deed proves. I have frequently re- 
‘¢ monftrated with M. Lebrun in the 
*¢ Journal, refpecting things which I 
* have hot approved in him; but there 
“ is no inftance to be found of my ever 
“having hefitated to condemn the 
** princes, the moment M, Lebrun 
‘cs conmi- 
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** complained of them ; and I have con- 
“ tinually punifbed them, and that in 
* the fevereft manner, on fuch occafions. 
“© am forry that M. Lebrun fhould 
*¢ appear to be tired of what he calls his 
* tafe; and in my opinion the fentiment 
“he ought to entertain towards thefe 
*€ amable children might have dictated 
s¢ to him, inthe room of this word, a 
*¢ more juft and becoming expreffion. 
s< J flatter myfelf that a little reflection 
© will diffipate this momentary ill-hu- 
“mour. Inthe article of yefterday M. 
*¢ Lebrun fays, that the Duke de Chartres 
* has a habic of anfwering him in an 
‘improper manner; and of frequently 
“ refifting his orders. He will permit 
‘* me to attribute this reproach toa fud-~ 
* den impulfe of anger, fince, had it 
“ been true, thefe impropricties would 
*¢ have been ftated in the, Jourmal ; and 
we need only look into it to be con 
« vinced, that, for feven or eight months 
s* paft, no complaint of this kind bas 

¢¢ been 
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*¢ been made, except againft the Duke 
“de Montpenfier. Though I condemn 
‘* the Duke de Chartres for having read 
** feven minutes longer than M. Lebrun 
* wifhed, yet I conceive it to be a faule 
** which we ought to pardon in confider- 
‘ation of his habitual goodnefs and 
“¢ docility ; andI dare anfwer for him that 
** it will not happen again.” 





23 September 17890 
Note of Madame de Sillery. 


“] REPRIMANDED the Duke de 
s¢ Chartres ‘yefterday evening upon the 
*¢ fubjedt of the complaint M. Lebrun 
*¢ had made againft him. He acknow- 
S€ ledged, with his ufual franknefs, that 
*¢ he acted improperly in continuing to 
‘* read a few minutes longer than was 
** agreeable tq M. Lebrun; but he faid, 
‘6 ar the fame Hime, that M. Lebrun was 
* miftaken in fuppofing it to be /eves or 
“ eight miautes, and that it was mot more 

*« than 
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«¢ than four; thac he read ftanding before 
*€ the fire, oppofite to the clock ; that 
«<M. Lebrun was in bed, was unable 
“to fee the clock, and could therefore 
*© only guefs at this fhort fpace of time 5 
‘© but that the exact truth was four mi- 
* nutes*. He added that as to the re- 
** proach of M. Lebrun, that he fre- 
*€ quently anfwered him in an improper 
“‘manner and refufed to do immedi- 
** ately what he was defired, the very 
“¢ reverfe was proved by the Journal it- 
‘efelf; which is true. In fhort, he af- 
«ured me that his anfwers had been fiee 
“ from pettifhnefs or warmth ; and here- 
*¢ guefted me to fend for M. Lebrun, 
© that he might fay thefe things to his 
“face, 1 replied that there was no ne- 
*¢ ceffity of putting M. Lebrun to incon. 
** venience for fuch trifle. He pro- 


* He had employed thofe few fpare moments is 
reading the Journals which gave an account of the 
proceedings of the National Aficmbly. 


“ mifed 
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"€ mifed me that he would redouble his 
‘* efforts to fatisfy M. Lebrun, and I 
‘Caffured him that I fhould otherwife 
“© not be fatisfied myfelf.” 





Monday, 5 Ofobcr 1989. 


THE princes fet off at eleven o'clock, 
and we overtook them near the Hotel 
des Menus. M, Myris and Biozat en- 
deavoured to procure places for them in 
the gallery, not being able to fucceed in 
the tribune of the Suppleans. The fitting 
was tumultuous, and we left the afflembly 
before half after two in confequence of 
an order from the Duke d’Orleans, who 
fent a meffenger to tell us to depart im- 
mediately, and to go by way of Saint 
Cloud, on account of an immenfe mul- 
titude who were about to fet off from 
Paris for Verfailles. We arrived at Pafly 
at a quarter after three. The princes 
went up ftairs to their friend, who ap- 

peared 


66 Sournal of Education 


peared to have waited dinner for them, 
as it was ferved up inftantly*. 





Saturday, 5 December 17%q. 
Note of Madame de Sillery. 


“WHEN the marriage of Maz 
*© demoifelle was agreed upon+, I was 
«¢ informed that it was the requeft of the 
“¢ Count d’Artois, that no perfons of the 
*¢ male fex fhould any longer be admit- 
* ted to her table, a cuftom that had al- 
“* ways been obferved refpecting every 
*€ princefs immediately after her prefen- 
“cation. I mentioned it to M. Lebrun, 
*¢ who was excluded by this regulation, 
** as well as my fons in law and every 
** one elfe, As foon as this marriage 


* I have inferted this article becaule it was 
afferted in the calumaious depofitions of the Chi 
telet. agninft M. d'Orleans, that I this day cea- 
duted the children to the aflembly, &c. 

+ With M. d*Angouléme, elde fon of M.. 
@Arted. 

“ con 
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&¢ contra&t. was diffolved, I reformed 
“this etiquette, which took from me 
«© every opportunity of feeing M.Lebrun 
‘jn winter. He replied very coldly to 
« me upon this head in the fummer, and 
‘¢ was loath to dine at Belle Chaffe not- 
‘: withftanding my repeated invitations. 
** In the counuy I requefted him to join 
¢¢ us in various parties, which he refufed, 
** as well to accompany us to Ranelagh, 
«© as to dine with us at Madrid, &c. And 
*¢ fince my return here he has not once 
« thought proper to come to dinner. It 
** is not then my fault if he is ignorant 
«at the time of a thoufand things that 
«* happen in my intercourfe with my 
* pupils, fince we pafs nine hours every 
*¢ day together without feeing him or 
** knowing where he is.” 


Now 
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Friday, 29 Fanuary 1790 
Note of Madame de Sillery. 


e LEBRUN has obferved in the 
“¢ Journal of to-day, that the Duke 
“« d@’Orleans excepts from the impofition 
“of she fourth penny all the falarree char 
‘€ relate to the education. He ought to 
“ have added that fourteen days before 
“he had given pofitive orders to exact 
*¢ it; that his orders in this refpe& had 
** been fignified by M, Gally to the per- 
S< fons concerned ; and that J, in confe- 
** quence, wrote to the Duke d’Orleans, 
** remonftrating againft this regulation, 
‘and entreating him to revoke it; 
** finally, that through the medium of 
’¢ M. de la Waftine, he had confented 
*© ta my requeft, having already fo far 
** complied as not to fufpend the regular 
‘* payments.” 


«a 


Note 
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2a Fune 1790. 
Note of Madame de Sillery. 


“As by knowing how to {wim a per- 
“¢ fon may fave his own life and the life 
“¢ of another, there is no exercife of more 
“importance. Iam therefore very de- 
* firous that the children fhould go to 
*¢ {wim two or three times a week, which 
‘© may cafily be contrived without in- 
*€ croaching upon their hours of ftudy. 
‘¢ T fhall hire two apartments at Herbiay, 
‘‘ where, after taking an early fupper, 
*€ they thall go and fleep on the mghts 
“preceding their days of bathing. 
*“‘ Thefe evening excurfions may ferve 
*¢ in lieu of one of thei airings, and as 
“they will have the next day only to 
*¢ retutn, inflead of going and recurn- 
«6 ing, they muy be here tn good ume. 
“I requeft they may be taught bow to 
«6 fave the life of a perfon in danger, that 
is to fay, let fome one, who has 

sed 
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<* learned to fwim, throw himfelf inte 
“the water, as if he were ignorant of 
“this art, and Jet the princes be taught 
“« what meafures to take in order to 
‘* bring him fafe on fhore, &c*.” 





Tuefday, 28 September 1790. 
Note of Madame de Sillery. 


“ELAVING been in the country for 
**fome days paft, I have had no op- 
€ portunity of writing in the Journal : 
<*T now reply to M. Lebrun, He did 
« not inform M. d’Orleans of the con- 
** cents of the letter which I requefted 
*© M. Lebrun to fign}+: when I thewed 

s¢ M. d’Or- 


® Thisthey have been taught, and their fhill in 

&t is perfed. 
¢ The obje& of this letter was to refute certain 
calumaies, refpecting M. de Chartres and me, in- 
ferted in the proceedings of the Chitelet ageing 
M. d*Orleans. M. Digoine, one of the witneiles, 
dood faid that I was prefent with M. de Chartres 
aad M. de Montpcalicr at the fitting of 5 OGeber, 
a which 
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«+ M. d’Orleans this letter, the proceed- 
* ing appeared to him, as it really is, 
** wholly 


which was not true: it was M. Lebran who accom- 
panied them ; 1 ftaid at Pafly. In the fame depaii- 
tion it was affirmed in fo many words, that I had 
faid at this fitting a very inconfiderate thing 3 and 
an abfuid expreffion was attributed to M. de Chartres, 
addreffed, it was faid, to M. de Barbantane, who 
was fuppofed to be by his fide ; whereas they were 
at a confiderable diftance from cach other, and not a 
word paffed between them. It was alfo by other 
witnefles pretended that they had been informed for 
certain, that I held meetings of deputies at Paffy 5 
though the truth was, and though feveral fervants of 
M. de Boulainvillers who remained in the houfe 
(the porter, his wife, and others) depofed, that dur« 
ing all the time that I was at Pafly I did not fee a 
fingle deputy, except the Duke d’Orleans, M, de 
Sillery, who came there only three or four times, 
and M, de la Touche, chancellor to M. d’Orleaas, 
who came only once. At Paffy indeed, as in every 
other country seteegt in which we paffed the fum- 
mer, I received no vifits but from my own relations 5 
and this year, without exception, I faw nobody but 
the perfons above named, Madame d’Orleans, my 
daughter, her hufband, my brother, and the different 

mtaers 
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‘© wholly incomprehenfible. lL only re- 
«¢ quefted M. Lebrun to bear witnefs to 
* the exact truth, to exculpate me from 
© an odious fufpicton, and to contradict 
© a formal and injurious imputation, that 
86 the houfe in winch J prefided was a 
* place of rendezvous for deputics of 
“the affembly, &c. I alfo requefted 
*© him to contradict a fhocking expref- 
*€ fion falfely attributed to M. de Char- 
“tres, which M. Lebrun alone could 
© do, as he was with him, and I was 
not. To this M. Lebrun was not 


“© athamed 


mailers employed ia the education. Such were the 
fats which 1 entreated M. Lebrun ta certify, be- 
caule he knew better than any other perfon the 
exaét truth. I fent him a letter ready written in 
order that he might put “hia name to it, and get it 
inferted without delay in the newfpapere. This 
letter contained no reflection favourable to myfelf, 
but fimply a derail of facts. 

* M. de Barbantane, without any kind of en- 
greaty, fiuce rendered thie homage to truth. 
‘The exprefion ateributed to M. de Chartres wag as 

follows ; 
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*¢ afhamed to anfwer, that be could wot 
** shink of appearing in print, and that bis 
 repugnance to this was fironger than bie 
“¢ defire to oblige me. Such was the only 
<¢ reafon he affigned for refuling to bear 
* teftimony to the truth, when he might 
“have exculpated me from a very hei- 
“* pous and falfe accufation! He con- 
“¢ defcended to add, that if he were 
*¢ fummoned before a court of juftice, 
* he would not befitate to give the evi- 
“dence 1 demanded. What aftonifh- 
“ing generofity! Befide J might com- 
* pel him to this, as I have the Journal 
«© in my poffeffion, where the fact is res 
“* corded in his own hand-writing. He 
** concluded with faying, that I might 
*¢ write this letter myfelf. 1 doubted the 
* poffibility of this; but it was much 
follows: that he fhould not be forry if all the argle 
trats were banged. Ft is known that, while ia 
gutifon st Vendome, he faved, at the peril of hie 
own life, that of twe pricits, ariftocrats, whom the 
people were defirons of hanging. 

WoL. Il. E * more 
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“* more natural and fitting that M. Le- 
** brunt fhould have writren it, nor was 
** there any other way of refuting che 
“* calumny relative to M. de Chartres, 
‘which ought to have induced M. 
“ Lebrun to propofe this of his own 
“accord, without any application from 
“me, can readily conceive that M. 
* Lebrun might feel an averfion to ap- 
** pearing as an author in print ; but lite- 
** rature was not the queftion, he had 
*‘ fimply to relate a pofitive fact, and 
“¢ the obje&t of bis averfion was an att of 
“* probity, that of doing homage to 
** truth.” 


* I thould not have made public M. Lebrun’s 
condué on this occafion, if my pupils had been ig- 
Morant of it. But they advifed me themfelves to 
prevail on M. Lebrun to contradi& thefe imputa- 
tions, which might have been done with more pro: 
ricty and effect by him than by me; and the letter 
which I wrote for M, Lebrua to fign, was delivered 
to him by , ML de Montpenticr, who was therefore 
Sst acquainted with his dire@ and pofitive refisfel, 


About 
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Monday, 25 April 179% 


ABOUT ten o'clock in the evening I 
found Meffieurs de Montpenfier and de 
Beaujollois at the gate of the convent; 
they were come down and waiting for 
the carriage, having ftaid no Jonger than 
was neceflary in order to bring away with 
them M. Mirys, whom 1 had fet down 
there. During the way home there was 
not a word uttered ; our two pupils ap- 
peared full of grief, a feeling naturally 
to be expected, and in which we fympa- 
thifed withthem*. . 2. 2. . «2 « 


Tusfday, 26 April 179%. 


I WENT away with thefe gentlemen 
with an intention to return at five. Mef- 


* I had given in my refignation in confequence 
af the demand of Madame d’Orlcans, and I departed 
the next morning. 

E2 fieurs 
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fieurs de Montpenfier and de Beaujollois 
will be glad to fpend that time with their 
fifter, who will not be informed 1i)) her 
retum, about eleven, of the lofs the has 
fuftained, at which time M. d’Orleans 
will place her in the hands of Madame 
Topin. I went to Belle Chaffe at five, 
having met the footman upon my road, 
whom our pupils had fent to defire me 
not to come for them as ufual, becaufe 
they could not quit their fifter, refpecting 
whofe fituation they were very apprehen- 
five, till after fupper. I was charmed 
with this teftimony of fraternal affeCtion, 
though it was no more than what I ex- 
pected. 

At three quarters after nine our pupils 
were ready for me, and we returned to- 
gether, they three, M. de Brulart and 
myfelf. The firuation of Mademoifelle 
d’Orleans is painful, and the revolution of 
health the has undergone will demand 

paticular 
§ 
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particular attention: M. Couad * paffes 
the night with her. The converfarion 
turned entirely upon the alarm con- 
ceived upon her account, and in which, 
no doubt, Madame de Brulart + deeply 
fympathifes. M. d’Orleans paffed part 
of the day with her and his other chil- 
dren. M. de Chartres, after having fet 
us down at the Palais Roy1l, from whence 
M. de Brulart wrote a letter, went with 
that gentleman to the houfe of M. de 
Valence. The princes confefied them- 
felves and perfo- ned their devotions, 
previoufly to which I had feen tears in 
the eyes of M. de Montpenfier; they 
afterwards flowed with anguifh and in 
great abundance, having been reftrained 
during the day from confideration for his 
fifter. I confidered this burft of paffion 


* A kkilful furgeon and very excellent phyfi- 
ciag. 

¢ I had quiteed the name of Sillery fince the de- 
exce abolifhing mames derived from eftates. 


E3 as 
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as a falutary crifis, and therefore, far 
from feeking to interrupt it, fpoke to 
him only of the Jofs they had fuftained, 
and the juft regret they conceived. 
Their toilette and going to bed were at 
cleven. M. de Chartres did not come 
in tl about one, and went to bed about 
a quarter of an hour after, giving previous 
orders for his valet to come to hun at 
half after five. 


Monday, 3 May 1791» 


M. D’ORLEANS fent for mefor the pur- 
pofe of telling me, that he had informed 
his children that it was his with that they 
fhould refume their ordinary avocations, 
as he thoughe it abfolutely neceffary for 
his filter to remove as much as poffible 
eyery circumftance that might feed her 
grief, or prolong her frequent indifpofi- 
tions, which could only be remedied by 

diffipating 
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‘Abe nine we fer out for Belle Chaff, 
where we were prefent at an alarming 
attack of Mademoifelle, who hada very 
bad day. Meffieurs de Chartres and de 
Beaujollois fupped there, and I returned 
to the Palais Royal at ten with the latter. 
His two brothers did not come home till 
a quarter after eleven, and were deeply 
affected with the fituation of their fitter. 





Yucfday, 3 May 1791. 


On my arrival at Belle Chaffe about 
nine o'clock, I found Mademoifelle juft 
recovering from an atrack, after which 
fhe came down into the garden. . , 
" - « Mademoifelle has 
had four retusns of her indifpofition in 
thecourfeofthe day. . . 


E¢ MADE- 
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Wednefday, 4, May 1791e 


MADEMOISELLE has had four res 
turns of her indifpofttion in the courfe of 
ENE GAV Ss ets Gs wee we 





Thurfday, 5 May 179t. 


ABOUT twelve o'clock our pupils 
were employed in wiiting ; M.de Mont- 
penfier a [etter to their friend, M. de 
Beatyollois an anfwer to Madame, who- 
with reafon complains that fhe was not 
firft informed by him of having made his 
fiift communion. If I had read his pre- 
ceding letters, I fhould have been to 
blame in this ; but I never read what he 
writes to his papa and mama, unlefs he- 
fhews it of his own accord, Their minds 
have been fo full for ten days paft of 
their fifter, and the ftate of her health, 

that 
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that this act of refpect and duty efcaped 
his memory *. 

At five o’clock, when I arrived at 
Belle Chaffe, I witneffed a new attack of 
Mademoifelle. . . . 2. 2. 2 © 

Ata quarter before nine we fet off for 
Belle Chaffe, and took with us Meffieurs 
Alyon and Couad, as yelterday. We 
were informed that Mademoifelle had 
had many attacks in the courfe of the 
day. 


Sunday, 8 May 1791. 


MADEMOISELLE had a new attack 
this morning at church: during the reft 
of the day the has been better. 


e e ° e e . « e . e ° o 


* It would not however have efcaped mine had I 
been with him, though I never read the letters they 
yeceived Grom M. and Madame d’Orlcans. 


Es MADE. 
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Monday, 9 May 1791, 
MaDEMOIsELLE continues better; 
the hope of feeing her friend has contri- 
buted toher amendment . 





Thurfday, 12 May 1791, 


UPON our arrival at Belle Chaffe we 
found the whole houfe in joy at the news 
of Madame de Brulart’s return, who was 
expected in an hour ortwo, I immedi- 
ately penetrated-the motive of the fudden 
departure of Meffieurs de Chartres and 
de Montpenfier, and where they were 
ef. 

pe Madame 

% Contriduted is not the proper expreffion, as M. 
Kebren well knew that my departure was the fole 
caufe of her lamentable fituation. This fituation 
Jvew fo alarhing, that on the thirteenth day M. 
So té give her hopes of nly return, 
and from that toment the returns of her indifpofi- 
tom dimjotthed. 

+ "Thal had fet out to meet me, the inftant they 


were. itfarsped by « courier that I was on the road, 
without 


of the Princes, 83 


Madame de Brulart arrived at eleven 
o'clock, without being announced; fhe 
quitted her carriage at the end of the 
ftreet. Mademozifelle flew into her arms 
and experienced another return of her 
diforder, which will affuredly be the laf. 
Her ecftafy was the caufe of it; we were 
not much alarmed, and it was of fhorter 
duration than the preceding ones. Ma- 
dame de Brulart was deeply affected, fhe 
wept, and the demonftrations of attach- 
ment and fatisfaClion vifible in the per- 
fons who furrounded her were not loft 
upon her heart*. 


without confulting any perfon, or taking time to ine 
form M. Lebrun, 

* This return of her indifpofition, of which M. 
Lebrun fpeaks, unfortunately was not the laf. She 
had fuffered fo much that her nerves wert for a long 
tigng aficed, and at the moment of my writing this 
(15 July) her health is far from being perfectly re- 
¢ftablithed, 


Ead of the Fragments from the Journal of 
M, Lebrun. 


od 
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Refleftions on the Fournals. 


FROM the foregoing Journals what F 
have attempted to prove is, I truft, ap» 
parent. 1. That my chief care has been 
to fill the minds of my pupils with ex- 
cellent prineiples, and my fole object to 
render them virtuous. 2. That I have 
never employed the authority confided 
to me but forthe good of the education, 
and that I have from my heart been de- 
firous of obtaining the friendfhp of my 
coadjutors; that I have for their fakes 
abolifhed every etiquette likely to dimi- 
nith the agreeablenefs of their fituations 5 
have rendered them all the fervices which 
depended on myfelf; have anxioufly 
wifhed them to be refpe&ted and loved 
by our pupils, whom I have feverely pu- 
nithed for every failure of obedience ; 
have excyfed and forgotten a thoufand 
initances of jnjultice of which I was the 

objet, 
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object, pardoning without reluctance, 
jealoufy, hatred and even ingratitude ; 
always fincere, and of confequence al- 
ways credulous, unable to doubt the 
truth of a promife and proteftation of 
attachment, and reftoring all my confi- 
dence, and all my friendthip upon every 
accommodation. g. That the contra- 
dictions, the bickerings, the erernab 
quarrels and reconciliations that took 
place, have occupied a confiderable por- 
tion of time, and prevented me from ex~ 
ecuting many plans which I had formed 
relative to my pupils: in fine, that the 
domettic troubles, the envy of which I 
was the object, the chagrin that was felt 
at being under the directions of a woman, 
aod particularly the rooted and invinci- 
ble enmity of the Abbé Guyot, have 
proved greatly injurious to the education. 
My pupils, fo dear to me, have nos 
come from my hands as perfeé as they 
might have been, had my efforts been 

bettex 
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betzer feconded ;’ their knowledge and 
talents would certainly in that cafe have 
been greater: but, if my vanity be mor- 
tified and afflicted, my hedrt derives 
comlort from the confideration that no 
education could have infpired them with 
better principles, with jufter ideas, with 
more elevatcd-and fenfible fouls. One 
bas quitted me at feventeen, and the 
other at fixteen years; but, notwithftand- 
ing their extreme youth and inexperi- 
ence, | am fure that their conduct will 
be always fpotlefs and pure, and I feel 
the delightful certainty of having given 
two virtuous citizens to my country, 
The revolution has done more for them 
than-my cares. The grand interefts 
which have occupied us fince that mie- 
motable period, by fixing all their'atten- 
thoti, Have fuddenly taifed them above a 
fate of infancy, and the frivolous 
Gionghts of youth; at fight of their 
cothpatriots’thaking off an’ igtiominiois 

yoke, 
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yoke, and affuming the dignity of man 
unfettered and free, their infant hearts 
have felt the infpiration of that legitimate 
pride, the beft prefervative againft petty 
pretenfions and puerile vanity ; 1n pub+ 
lic events they have found the moft 
ftriking and the moft ufetul leffons; our 
new laws have completely fanctified in 
their eyes all the principles of morality ; 
in fhort, patriotifm, the fublimeft of all 
fentiments, has been the firft and only 
paffion that has hitherto fired their 
minds; and the firft oath which their 
lips have uttered has been to fupport 
the conftitution, to obey the laws, and 
tolove and defend their country. Inthe 
age of candour and innocence, when all 
ftrong impreffions leave indelible traces, 
they have feen the grandeft of all {pecy 
tacles, they have been penetrated wish 
the pureft aad nobleft fentiments that 
can actuate the human heart, aad have 
acquired in owo years a degree of reafon 

7 and 
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and experience which, under the old 
order of things, twenty years could not 
have taught them. I might have faid 
to them on the 14th of July 1789: My 
childien, fufpend your ftudies. A vo- 
lume opens before you fuperior to all 
our books ; it will know how to addrefs 
your imaginations, your eyes, and your 
hearts: look at it, liften to it, and, to 
jodge of it properly, call to mind the 
principles you have received, and con- 
fult thofe guides which will never miflead 
you, religion, humanity, reafon and 
con{cience.—I cannot ¢onclude this ar-~ 
ticle without difcharging a duty which 
juftice demands of me. I have com- 
plained of M. Lebrun, and, defirous as 
1 was of giving an exact and faithful ac. 
count of my conduct, it was impoffible 
to avoid it: he has failed in gratitude 
and juftice towards me; from the mo« 
went of my appointing him to an office 
in the education, he {acrifioed me to a 

man, 
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man of a contemptible character, who 
hated me; he began with liftening to 
his complaints, and prefently he caught 
his unjuft pretenfions, his peevifhneds 
and his animofity : but this was the effe& 
of weaknefs and not of depravity. 
Wholly devoted to my duties and occu- 
pations, continually fhut up with my 
pupils, or alone in my apartment, I 
could not give to the perfons affociated 
with me fufficient time to form between 
us a true intimacy: they paffed their 
lives together ; and M. Lebrun, certain 
that I was incapable of an act of injultice, 
preferred the friendfhip of the preceptor 
to mine, becaufe it was more neceffary 
to his amufement, and the agreeable 
paffing of his time, particularly in the 
folitude in which we lrved in our retreat 
for feven months of the year. I do con- 
fefs that I frequently allowed myfelf dur- 
ing our difcuffions in atone of irony, 
which was the more calculated to difgutt, 

becaufe 
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becaufe it was addrefled to people of 
particular irmcability ; bueihen it muft 
be remembered that I always wrote from 
the feclings of the moment, and that fuch 
are the habits of my mind. Ridicule is 
at leat excufable, when the topic upon 
which it 1s employed is abfurdity en- 
forced and defended by infincerity. I 
acknowledge alfo that in every thing 
relative to the education, I required an 
exactnefs, a punctuality, a fubordination, 
at which friendfhip might perhaps have 
taken offence. In the mean time this 
rigour is indifpenfably neceflary, and T 
do not therefore believe that a true in- 
timacy can pofbly fubfift between a 
governor, vigilant and fcrupuloufly de- 
voted to his duty, and the other precep- 
tors. As I have &id elfewhere *: “« No- 
4 thing can be defs amiable than the man 
* whofe authority, inceffantly in aftion, 
4¢ is felt every inftant of the day; who 


® Difedaite on che ‘Education of the Dauphin. 
« is 
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*¢ is occupied with one fole idea, one 
‘© fingle object, who never {peaks but to 
“pive a new order; never afks a quef- 
‘© tion but to know whether his direc- 
* tions have been literally executed ; 
*‘ never makes his appearance but to 
*¢ fuperintend, and who devotes his few 
* leifure moments to retirement and 
*€ ftudy. The moft inviolable obfer- 
“vance of all the forms of politenefs 
‘€ cannot embellifh a perfon of this caft.” 
Yet fuch ought every one to be who is 
at the head of a plan of education. If 
however M. Lebrun has not feconded 
me with the ardour of true zeal, at leaft 
his punctuality has, in general, been 
perfect, and our pupils have conftantly 
received from him an example of regu- 
larity, decency and virtue. Thus, all 
things confidesed, he has an eternal 
claim to their gratitude and attachment. 
I ought alfo to add, that, in the faithful 
friendthip of the reft of the preceptors, 

and 
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and the mafters im general, [ have found 
a very valuable compenfation for the 
bickerings and contradictions I have ex- 
perienced. 

Before I finifh my account of the 
Journals of Education, I have to fpeak of 
two other performances of this kind, 
made by different perfons, in which alfo 
I wrote various notes and remarks, I 
have already obferved that the educa- 
tion of M. de Beaujollois was diftinct 
from that of his brothers: the difpro- 
portion of age not permitting him to. 
follow the fame ftudies, he was at firft 
confided to the care of an Italian Abbé, 
who kept in that language a Journal of 
the manner in which he employed his 
mornings; but this Journal was written 
without the leaft care or accuracy, and 
contains only fome irregular fragments, 
Since the retreat of the Italian Abbé, iz 
has been continued by a valet de cham- 
bre, a man of merit, who ha’ acquitted 

himfelf 
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himfelf ina perfectly fatisfactory manner 
for the fpace of five years, and till the 
period that I was obliged to renounce 
the pleafure of directing the education of 
M. de Beaujollois, about three months 
ago. Of this Journal [ have many vo- 
jlumes. The laft of which it is neceffary 
for me to fpeak, was made at Belle 
Chaffe by Mademoifelle Rime, femme 
de chambre of Mademoifelle d’Orleans, 
This Journal contains, 1. The moft 
circumftantial detail of all chat Made- 
moifelle d’Orleans faid and did before I 
rofe in the morning, and during [uch 
hours of the day as fhe did not {pend 
with me. 2. The opinions of the dif- 
ferent mafters ref{pecting all the leffons 
given at Belle Chaffe, not excepting 
even thofe at which I was prefent. Every 
day, at the conclufion of each leffon that 
was given, either to Mademoifelle or her 
brothers, the mafter wrote in this book 
his opinion, with the reafons on which 

tg 


94 Fournal af Education 


it was founded, of the manner in which 
it had been received by the pupils, and 
figned the article with his name. As I 
am anxious to prove that I did not refume 
the care of Mademoifelle d’Orleans, but 
becaufe her health was in the moft alarm- 
ing ftate, I fhall copy fome paffages 
from this Journal, which is written with 
equal accuracy and fimplicity. It was 
agreed, after my retreat, that the plan of 
education I had laid down fhould fill be 
purfued ; Mademoifelle Rime therefore 
conunued the Journal. My extracts 
will be taken folely from that part of 
the work, written from the evening pre- 
¢eding the day of my departure to that 
of my return. 


Faaa- 
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FRAGMENTS FROM THE JoURNAL 
oF MADEMOISELLE Rime. 


Mosday, 25 April 1791. 


AT half paft nine in the evening Max 
demoifelle went to Madame de Brulart’s 
apartment, and retarnedin anhour. A 
moment after a fervant came to me for 
orange-flower water for Madame de Bru- 
lart, at which Mademoifelle was very 
uneafy, fuppofing her friend * to be un- 
well, I did every thing in my power to 
tranquillize her, afluring her that her 
friend frequently took orange-flower wa- 
ter at that hour, without being indifpofed, 
Mademoifelle faid ber prayers and went 
to bed, having preyioufly begged me to 
Jet her know when her friend thould be 
alone. She was fhortly after feized with 
convulfions ; 1 gave her fome orange- 
flower water, ndtwithftanding which fhe 


* The name by which Lam called by Mademoi- 
felle.d’ Orleans. 
fainted 
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fainted* ; Ithen made her inhale fome 
four-thieves-vinegar, which brought her 
to herfelf. I afked her the caufe of her 
uneafinefs, to which fhe only replied, 
that the wifhed to go to fleep; but fhe 
did not fleep cil Madame de Brulart 
ame to fpeak to and embrace her. 
This vifit perfeClly re-eftablifhed the 
tranquillity of her mind, and her fleep 
«was undifturbed for the reft of the 


night. 





Tuefday, 26 April 179% 
+ + + MADEMOISELLE went 
to the baths ateight o’clock 2. : . 
» « « «+ then with the young ladies 
to the Tuileries . 2. . . . + and 
afterwards to make fome purchafes at the 
fhops. Mademoifelle de S*** propofed 
thac they fhosld return to the Tuileries, 


* Ye has been ee eee 


feene cobfuicd idea of our Separation. 
and 
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and to induce Mademoifelle to comply, 
gave her falfe information relative to 
the hour, as the enquired whether it 
was near the time when her friend had 
defired her to returnhome . . . « 
They arrived at Belle Chaffe at half paft 
eleven. Mademoifelle was in high {pi- 
rits, and eager to carry to her friend the 
purchafes fhe had made for her, when 
M. d’Orleans met her, and, having led 
her into the hall, informed her at full of 
the melancholy intelligence. Its effe& was 
violent and alarming; it feemed to fink 
into her heart ; the was feized with ftrong 
convulfions, fobbed fo as to be aloft 
ftifled, and could get no relief by ‘tears, 
All her houfehold ferifibly partook of ber 
grief, which, though it appeared per: 
fectly juft, was,to us exceédingly 
flitting. To-day Madenioifélte'alfo fat 
M. and Madame de Valeticé‘and'M. de 
Brulart : every new. comes, and pastieu- 
larly thofe who were moft 

VOL. 111. F ‘with 
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with and attached to her friend, renewed 
her pain, and her convulfions and trem- 
bling of nerves recurred continually. 
The arrival of M. de Chartres, who had 
jut feen her friend, produced a very vi- 
fible effe&Q® 2. . 2.) .) Atten, when 
fhe went to bed, fhe was in very low 
fpirits, ahd feemed to have no inclina- 
tion to fleep. M. de Couad had ordered, 
that for that night, as fhe muft have been 
very much fatigued with anxiety and 
grief, a hair mattrafs fhould be put on 
the bed ¢, which when fhe faw, fhe de- 
Bred might be taken away, affuring us 
thar,,if fhe fhould be difpofed to fleep, 
the gaattrals would prevent her. But by 
the Peyfeation of M. de Brulart and her 
seth Abe, fuifered i it toremain, She 

the bed of Mademoifelle de 


Rotregt 


seer staight be. placed hear hers: mise 


©: Bie bul efoarted tao 40 Ser as Berni 
WP Dirdespo ible Rept, upon the bare ground in the 
‘Saye sernner as ber begthers, 


was 
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was as ufual in the chamber, and M. 
Couad had one prepared for him in the 
dining-room. Mademoifelle paffed a 
very reftlefs night ; the had two convul- 
fions, and once fhe fainted: M. Couad 
prevailed upon her to take a medicine. 
The whole night till fix o’clock, when 
Mademoifelle wifhed to rife, wns {pent 
in cofttinual tears and fobbifigs, except 
during the fhort time that fhe flept, 
which, at the utmoft, did not exceed an 
hour and a half. When the rofe, the 
went by the direction of M. Couad to the 
bath. 

The relation of the following days affords 
Kittle otber than a repelition of the Jasme 
accounts, except tbat on Sunday the firf 
of May Mademoifelle went to ma/s, and 
returned botne in firomg convuifions. 


Monday, 2 Aday 1794. 
MADEMGISELLE beard 
Es the 
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the found of a harp, though great pre- 
cautions had been caken to prevent it. 
She was feized with ftrong convulfions, 
which lafted for a confiderable time. 
They occurred frequently during the 
reft of the morning. After dinner fhe 
defired to have her harp, and attempted 
to play ; but the fame convulfions again 
returned, and continued foramuch longer 
period, till at length fhe became deliri- 
ous. When fhe was a little recovered 
fhe was taken into the garden, whence 
fhe fhortly returned, and had a relapfe : 
prefently after the retired to her clofet, 
and in the evening had feveral fits. 


. e ° ° e e e ° ° ° e e e 





Tuefday, ¢ May 37991. 

. » _«' » AT noon Mademoifelle 
took an airing in che carriage, and re- 
turned in about three quarters of an hour 
in ftrong convulfions. She fainted, and 
therwards talked in a very incoherent 
po a | 
Mademeifelle 
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Mademoifelle having gorie into the gar- 
den after dinner, a footman came to in- 
form me that the was taken very ill. I 
found her very weak and faint, but the 
violence of the attack had fomewhat 
abated. 2 6 6 0 ww ew ew 
Mademoifelle paffed a very reftlefs 
night. 

Wednefday and the following night were 
exattly of the fame kind. 





Thurfday, 5 May 1791. 

2 « . MADEMOISELLE withed to 
fketch fome flowers ; her hand trembled 
exceflively ; and though the attempted to 
repel an approaching fit, it came upon 
her with the fame degree of violence as 
the preceding. . . . . At noon 
the took an airing in the carriage, during 
which the was twice ill, On her return 
fhe was very pale and weak, as indeed 
the has been for fome days pa. . . « 
At dinner Mademoifelle, as on the pree 
ceding. days, ate very little. . . + o 
Fj Made- 
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Mademoifelic received a letter and two 
or three fmall jars of marmalade from 
her friend, and having read the letter 
was feized with {trong convulfions, which 
Jafted for a confderable time. . . . 
Madame de Bouibon came to fee Made. 
moifelle, who during this vifit had vio- 
lent convulfions. She had frequent at- 
tacks during the reft of the day, and 
{pent a very bad evening. At eleven 
o’clock fhe went to prayers as ufual, 
and added one in particular befide thofe 
fhe faidwithme. . . . . . The 
night was very reftlefs. 

The aecount of what pafed on Friday is 
axafily the fame, Her fituation continually 
grew werje, becaufe ber qoaknefs increased, 
aad foe was able neither to cat nor fleep:- it 
was then that they gave ber bepes of my rte 
turn, From that moment ber convulficnz 
buufider ably, abated, oritbout bewever entirely 
deaving ber, wad 3 fosad ber ox my arrival, 
at Lhawe already mentioned, in the maf dé. 
plerable Late of leaguer and debility. 
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Recapitulation of the Fournals of Education 
which I made or caufed to be made. 


1. THE Journal of M, Lebrun, con 
taining an account of every thing our 
pupils faid or did during the time they 
were not with me, together with the re- 
lation of all our private difcuffions. This 
Journal was begun as foon as the chil- 
dren were placed under our care, and is 
continued to this day without any other 
interruption than that of the journeys I 
made with my pupils unaccompanied by 
M. Lebrun. 

2. My private Journal, which was 
not feen by the children, and which I 
continued for four years: it contains my 
obfervations and reflections on my pu- 
pils, their preceptors, &c. 

3. My other Journal, written pur. 
pofely co be read by my pupils; it fuc« 
ceeded to the preceding one, and cone: 
tinues to this day. 

Fe 4. A Journal 
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4. A Journal of the manner in which 
M. de Beayjollois ufually fpent his morn- 
ings, written by M. Barrois. 

5. The Journal kept at Belle Chaffe 
by Mademorfelle Rime. 

The refult of all which is, that I can 
give a faithful and accurate account, 
{rom minute to minute, of every word 
and ation of my pupils, of the inftruce 
tions that have been piven them, and of 
the manner in which they have received 
their leffons, from the time they were 
firft entrufted to my care «ll the 26ch 
of April 1791, being a perod of eleven 
years and a half. No inftructor hitherto 
has ever had it in his power to give a 
fimilar account. I believe that it will be 
of fome ufe in proving that fo ferupulous 
an exactnefs is poffible ; and I will re- 
peat, that it is a very defirable thing that 
a fimilar accuracy fhould *for the future 
be demanded of all thofe who fhall be 
entrufted with the education of our 


princes. 
ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HAVE travelled a great deal with my 
pupils, during which ume I fufpended 
the Journal of Education in order to 
write that of our excurfions. I fhall 
proceed to give fome fragments from 
thefe Journals, the originals of which I 
have {till in my pofleffion, and of which 
my pupils are furnifhed with copies. 
Ic is not my intention to give complete 
narrations of the interefting things we 
faw, as I mean to relate them in order in 
another place; but I fhall endeavour te 
convey an !dea of the method I adopted 
to form the tafte of my pupils relative 
tothe arts. A chafte and refined tafte 
has greater influence than we are apt to 
imagine on the character and manners 
of individuals; a depraved tafte narrows 
the underftanding, debafes the foul, and 
is the fource of a multitude of falfe ideas. 
We had conftantly with us in our travels 

F5 twe 
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two perfons whofe company was as ufe- 
ful as it was agreeable; one of them 
eminent in the art of drawing and paint. 
ing, and poffeffed of an infallible and 
delicate tafte in every thing that had re- 
lation to the arts; the other an excel- 
lent chemift, perfectly fkilled in botany, 
and in general well acquainted with na- 
tural hiftory. With thefe affiftances my 
pupils never made the fhorteft journey 
without deriving from it confiderable 
advantage. They have travelled through 
no great extent of country, but what 
they have feen has been with attention, 
Which is a point of confiderable confe- 
quence. 1 have colleéted in the frag- 
ments the principal features which may 
explain my ideas relative to the manner 
in ‘which travelling is to be made inftruc- 
tlve to youth. I have alfo inferted entire 
deferiptions of feveral curious and in- 
terefting places, fuch as la Trappe, Na- 
varre, Maupertuis, Cayeux, Mont-Saint- 
Michel, &c. becaufe they are fhort, ahd 

Ido 
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I do not recollect to have feen them in 
any previous publication. 





Chantilly, 28 Fune 1787, 

ALL the old part of the gardens of 
Chantilly is very beautiful in its kind. 
The new is in general in a very bad 
tafte. The outfide of the cottage appears 
to be nothing better than a mean thatched 
hut; and the infide is ornamented with 
glafs and gilding, and furnifhed with 
{tuff of rofe colour and tilver, which pro- 
duces a very unpleafant effect, becaufe 
this combination of magnificence and 
rulticity conftitutes an incongruity rather 
than a contiaff: thefe are two very dif- 
ferent things which bad rafte continually 
confounds. <A contraft is pleafant, an 
incongruity is always offenfive. Gene- 
rally fpeaking; we may term that an in- 
congruity which exhibits a too ftrong 
and violent oppofition; but a contraft ts 
formed by a delicate oppofition, which 
F 6 produces 
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produces only a moderate furprife, and 
an effect rather mild and ftmnking than 
violent. There are ideas which cannot, 
without exciting difguft, be united or 
brought together, that is to fay, placed 
in oppofition to each other ; for example, 
tragedy and burlefque (a defect we fre- 
quently find in Shakefpeare), or a cottage 
furnifhed like the houfe of a farmer ge- 
neral, &c. Thefe are incongruities. But 
fenfibility and melancholy may be con- 
nected with graceful and even gay 
images: the old Anacreon tottering 
and letting fall his crown of rofes at the 
foot of a cyprefs tree; the Shepherds of 
Arcadia of Pouffin; thefe are pleafing 
contratts. I could with that in literature 
and the arts you fhould never lofe fight 
of thefe principles, which are equally 
founded in nature and reafon ; and that 
you fhould never admire new ideas of 
any kind but in proportion to the degree 
of utilisy or juftice they contain. If you 
abferve this principle you will never be 

the 
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the admirers of a multitude of childith 
and abfurd productions, which only ferve 
to prove the narrownefs of mind of thofe 
whoinvented them. 2. 2. 2. 2. 6 6 
The famous picture of the great Condé, 
in the gallery, 1s badly painted and ill 
imagined ; there are in tt labels written 
on flips of paper, a circumftance in the 
moft abfurd tafte, The allegory of the 
picture is ingenious. Hiftory 1s repre- 
fented as having juft written the life of 
the great Condé, and France is tearing 
out a Icaf of the book, implying that 
to admire this hero you muft obliterate 
one feature which fullies his character, 
the dreadful crime of having turned his 
arms again{t his country. M. de Voltaire 
confidered this as an excellent picture ; 
and by his praifes it has gained confider- 
able eclat in the fafhionable world. But 
it muft be confidered that Voltaire had 
no knowledge of the arts; it muft be 
confidered that he ranked Le Moine and 
Vanioo among firlt rate painters, and as 


the 
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the equals of Pouffin and Le Sueur , 
M. M. David, Girouft and Mirys have 
fully fhewn you the abfurdity of this 
opinion. 





Fourney to Spa. 
Peronne, 8 Fuly 1787. 
WeE flept at the poft-ofice. . . . 
My pupils were perfectly fatisfied, and 
in high fpiritss. They are very defirous 
of an occafion that fhould oblige them 
to fleep upon ftraw. 





Tirlemont, 12 Fuly 1787. 

- - « . « WE lodged at the 
Plantin, a large and excellent inn; but 
all the beft apartments were engaged, fo 
that we were very miferably accommo- 
dated. I flept myfelf in a child’s crib, 
which I thought too fmall to be ufed by 
Mademoifelic. Our male and female 


© In his notes on the Age of Louis XIV. thereare, 
pelative to the arts, a great nwaber of fimilar judg- 


ments, 
attendants 
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attendants ftopped on the road ; but the 
princes, and particularly the Duke de 
Chartres, waited on us moft excellently 
in the capacity of fervants. The Duke 
put our apartment in order, and mounted 
a ladder for the purpofe of nailing fome 
covering to the windows, which had 
neither curtains nor fhutters; and Mae 
demorfelle, Henrietta and Pamela made 
ourbeds. . . . - . Thechildren 
were all very obliging *. 


oT 


Spa, 35 Augufl 1787. 
THE waters of the Sauveniere having 
been very falutary to the Duchefs d’Or- 
leans, her children conftructed a delight- 
ful walk round the fountain in the midft 


* Though travelling fhould ferve no other pure 
pofe than that of .forming children and young peo- 
ple to habits of obligingnefs and activity, and of 
accuftoming them to undergo cheerfully the variety 
of accidents which continually occur in the progreft 
of life, it would fil} be very vfchhl. 

of 
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of a wood, totally uncultivated, and full 
of {tones and pieces of rock. They re- 
moved the ftones, prepared the walks, 
covered them with gravel, and cleared 
away the brufhwood. They placed 
beaches at regular diftances, conftruéted 
bridges over the brooks, and planted 
among ‘the tees flowering wild briar. 
At the end of the walk was a kind of 
arbour, under which was a path leading 
to a precipice very beautiful and magni- 
ficcnt, on account of its extreme decli- 
vity and the intervention of rugged cliffs, 
{prings and verdure, which were happily 
contrafted. Beyond the precipice a de- 
lightful and extenfive profpect prefented 
itfelf to the view. Under the arch formed 
by the arbour, we placed an altar of 
white marble, dedicated to Gratitude; 
thé form of which was defigned by M. 
Mirys. At the top of the altar the fol-- 
lowing words were written in large let. 
terss To Gsatitups; and beneath this 
infcription : ‘‘ The waters of the San- 

‘« veniere 
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‘© veniere having re- eftablifhed the health 
*¢ of the Duchefs d’Orleans, her children, 
** defirous of embellifhing the environs 
$6 of the fountain, have themfelves made 
‘‘ walks, and cleared this wood with 
‘more ardour and affiduity than the 
“© labourers who worked under their di- 
** reCtions.” 

Under the infcription was the cypher 
of the four children. The children had 
indeed, as the in{cription declares, work- 
ed in perfon with an aftonifhing degree 
of perfeverance.* This day we gave an 
entertainment on the fpot to the Duchefs 
d’Orleans. I invited the moft beautiful 
women in Spa, requefting them to be at 
the fountain at one o'clock, dreffed in 
white, and ornamented with white 

* Particularly the Duke de Chartres and bis bree 
thers, who, having morc ftrength than Mademoifelle, 
and being defirous of furprifing Madame d’Orlcans, 


worked privately, rofe at five o’clock in the morning, 
went five or fix miles to the wood, and continued 


this employment daily for the {pace of three weeks, 
feathers, 
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feathers, nofegays, and garlands of wild 
briar, and violet-coloured ribbon. I 
left all the men at the entrance of the 
wood, and conducted the women to the 
farther part of the walk, where I placed 
them in different groups, fome walking, 
others fitting, &c, The Duchefs d’Or- 
Jeans came lait. The band of Vauxhall 
was placed at the entrance, and began 
to play as foon as fhe appeared, which 
gave me information of her approach. 
J immediately went to meet her with the 
four children, who had rakes in their 
hands, as emblems of their having juft 
finithed the walk in homage to her 
goodnefs and worth. M,. de Chartres, 
who undertook to addrefs her, exprefied 
this with confiderable grace. The chil- 
dren then quitted her, and by a fhorter 
path arrived at the arbour where the al- 
tar was erected. All the avenues were 
@ecorated with garlands of wild briar, 
the dat of which mingled with the green 

produced 
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produced a very agreeable effect, Flowers 
of the fame kind fcattered through the 
wood, the mulutude of garlands inter- 
{perfed among the trees, the rivulets 
which interfected the turf, many of which 
falling among the rocks formed cafcades, 
a company of thirty beautiful women 
uniformly dreffed, and difperfed over 
the walk, and the beauty of the 
fky, formed a whole, of which it is 
dificult to conceive an idea. The 
Duchefs paffed a quarter of an hour 
in viewing the fcene, when the mufic 
ceafed, and we arrived at the altar, 
where fhe perceived her four children, 
with Henrietta and Pamela, forming a 
moft enchanting group. The altar and 
the arbour were ornamented with gars 
lands: the children had other garlands 
in their hands,which they placed on the 
altar. The Duke de Chartres, feated at 
the foot of the altar, with an engraving: 
inftrument in his hand, appeared to be 

writing 
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writing the word Gratstude. Sufficient 
time having elapfed for the contempla- 
tion of this picture, the four childyen 
threw themfelves into the arms of their 
mother. The fpectators burft into tears, 
and fufficiently fhéwed that the livelieft 
emotions are frequently produced by the 
moft fimplecaufes*. . 2. . 2. 2 





Grvet, 1 September 1787. 
- + « « « « THE following are 
the perfons whofe fociety 1 found moft 
agreeable at Spa. . . . Z 
Mifs Plunket, a young lady full of ico 
fibility, whom I had the happinefs of 
being able to ferve. She is to go with 
me to Sillery; I hope that I have ac- 
quired in her a friend for life f. 


* This break oaly contains particulars of the ene 
¢tértainment, which are too long to be inferted here. 

“| Now Madame de Chitchix ; for whom I pro- 
outed an appoistment in the Palais Royal. 


M. DE 
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Giver, 2 September 1784. 


M. DE VALENCE has given a 
charming entertainment to the Duchefs 
d’Orleans. . . . « . . « Some 
beautiful couplets were fung in honour 
of the Duchels and her children*#. . . 





— 


Sillery, 10 September +. 

. « « . ANOTHER entertain- 
ment. . . . © Tranfparent ilumi- 
nations reprefenting the Temple of Friend- 
frip. \was prefeat wuh the four chil- 


* Madame d’Orleans made a vifit at Givet, by 
the invitation of M. de Valence, and becaufe every 
thing that was connected with me had at that time 
an intereftia her heart. 

+ Madame d’Orleans had been there from the 4th. 
She had intended tq flay only cight days, but had the 
complaifance to remain three days longer. Gbe Ja- 
vifhed on me, in the prefence of her children anda 
numerous company, many affecting marke of that 
kindnefs aed frieadfhip which were far fo many years 
the fource of my bappinefs. 


4 drea 
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dren of the Duchefs d’Orleans, and fung 
fome verfes written as an addrefs to her®. 


ry ° . . ° * e e . e e e ry 





Journey to la Trappe and Navarre, 
Montmagne, 5 June 1788. 
Iam very much pleafed with the young 
princes ; they employ every moment of 


* Thefe verfes were expreffive of the pleafure I 
felt in forming the hearts and underftandings of the 
children whom her friendfbip had confided to my 
care. The Duchefs threw herfelf into my arma, her 
face wet with tears; her children furrounded us, 
aud partook ef the {weet emotion. Is it poffible that 
the perfon who has been the means of deftroying 
fach pure and virtuous pleafures, fhould feel no re- 
amoniec? What a reward for the fervices I have done 
her! What a return for the bencfits of Madame 
@ Orleans herfelf! Before thie perfon knew her, Ma- 
deste d*Orieans adored and cherifhed thofe whom it 
@ua her duty to love; mdnowh . . . . 
Put though they have been able to alienate her from 
iit Children, they can never alienate the children 
from their mother : thefe children will eternally pre- 
Herve the Tacred unalterable featiments, which nature 
and education have engraven on their hearts. 

their 
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their time: they read, write, draw, and 
fhew themfelves in other refpects in a 
very amiable point of view. Hitherto 
Mademoifelle has played on the harp 
every day; fhe alfo writes and draws. . 





La Trappe, 6 Fune, half paft eleven 
in the evening. 

I rounpD great difficulty in gaining 
leave of admifiion from the fathers, who 
faid that it was unprecedented. At 
length, after confiderable conteft, they. 
confented to admit me, as well as my 
young princefs, and from that moment 
they treated me with the greateft poffi- 
ble refpect. We firft heard a lecture 
delivered in one of the cloifters, all the 
fathers being feated: it was a kind of 
fermon in the French language, of which 
I recollect the following paflage: “* Ap- 
« proach us not, vain and deceitful ples 
‘< fares; it is bere chat you are held its 
6 * contempt, 
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** contempt, or that your former votaries 
*‘ expiate their folly.” There was 
fomething ftriking and attractive in the 
thoughtful attention of thefe monks. 
After the fermon we were condutted 
into a faloon, where the late and the pre- 
fent’ abbot accompanied us. After a 
{pace of three quarters of an hour they 
introduced us to the choir of the abbey : 
the building is confiderably ftriking, 
and all the monks at once joined in the 
facred pfalmody with a truly angelical 
devotion ; fiom time to time they threw 
themfelves into the attitude of proftration, 
and remained thus till the ftroke of a 
hammer gave them the fignal to rife. 
Thefe various circumftances, combined 
with the fimple majefty of the edifice, 
excited in me an emotion that I want 
words to defcribe. After divine fervice 
they led us from the chapel to the foot 
of a great ftaircafe that leads to the cell : 
hére ‘we made a fuil paufe, and the ab- 
Bet; with a green branch in his hand, 

pronounced 
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‘proneunced his benediction upon cach 
monk individually, who all pafled before 
him in order, one after the other, mak. 
ing a profound inclination of the head, 
and then afcended the ftaircafe to go to 
ret. This ceremony ended, we were 
conduéted back to the faloon where we 
fupped, and remained till ten o'clock 
engaged in converfation with the fathers. 
In an adjoining roam we faw a portrait 
of M. de Rancé finely painted by Ri- 
gaud: M. de Rancé is reprefented writ. 
ing. Hhs features are regular, and his 
phyfiognomy penetrating and intelligenty 
it bears a ftriking refemblance ta M. de 
S***4, except that it has a lefs lively 
complexion. I fhould never have ima 
gined fuch to have been the figure.of 
the reformer of la Trappe. There is 
alfo in the apartment of the Duke de 
Penthiévre an excellent pidture brought 
from Rome by M. de Rancé, and, whicly 
reprefonts Saint Bernard dying —W, 
then left the: inner ocr rs tay 
WOL, Tit. ‘abbey 
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abbey to retire to reft: our bed-room 
= very bandiome one. 


Conches, 7 June, 10 o'clock in the evenings 


‘Tuts morning at a quarter before ten 
we entered once more into the inner com- 
partment of the abbey. = 
oe) 8 Rae Ge. aefeer having 
heard mafs, we were admitted into the 
refettory to fee the fathers dine. There 
was no cloth upon the table, but each 
monk hada napkin; their plates were of 
pewtes, and their fpoons of wood ; each 
monk received a porringer of foup, a 
a of herbs, two or three uncooked 
les, a large flice of bread of a good 
» @ lietle mug of water, and another 
“peer. One of the fociety afcended 
a fe of pulpit made for that putpofe, 
and preached them a fermon during thetr 
kepalt. Each monk preaches this fer- 
fadn in his turn, and the monks “Who 
Sine | are atiended by other mosis, Who 
tide ‘their ‘réfréfiiaent’ didng 
With 
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with the preacher. Tho lay-brathers dine 
at the fame time in a leffer hall adjoining 
to the principal, and which is feparated 
from it only by an arcade without any 
door : we could fee them therefore as we 
ftood in the refeGory ; and they, as in the 
former inftance, were ferved by other 
lay-brothers, who ate when they had 
finithed*, 2 2 1 we esse 
From the refectory-we-went to the library. 

° . e . » * +? art 
We afterwards vifired the tonib-of M. 
de 


* The eftablithment of lay-brothers, fo cet- 
trary to Chriftian humility, is inconceivable, pacti- 
cularly 4a the auftere orders, At la: od bya pe 
example, as the labours are equally thared by all 
individuals of the order, and as the lay-brothers 
not wait upon the fathers, whence could have origi- 
nated the diflinGion of name and eating-room? It 
rs net becaufe the brothers are not priefts, for thisis 
equally the cafe with the majority of the fathers. 
Reafon teaches us to love equality, relizion enjome 
its and it isa ftrange contradi€tion to fee 2 monk 
proftrate himklf, his face in the dutt, and at the 
fame time difdalaing to cat his brown brind and Ris 

G2 beang 


524 Journal :of , Education 


de Ranté. 6 406 ea we ws 
» « « The cells are very fall: they 
contain a ftraw bed, a wooden table, and 
SCHCIOX,: owe ay a, we RS a 

We faw the monks at woik in the gar- 
dens. We entered the medicine room, 
which is large, and well fupplied with 
‘drugs: adjoining to it is an excellent 
botanic garden filled with the ufual plants. 
Me, ta Oa we er gy we Rall 
here relate all that I learned from the 
‘converfation of the fathers. The hif- 
-tory of Count de Comminges 1s fabulous, 
“5 well as various other things, viz. that 
the monks are every day employed in 
‘digging their tombs: that they raife and 
Jevel hills for the purpofe of occupying 


‘beans with certain of his brethren as virtuous and 
avout as himfelf. This eftablifhment is of no 
great antiquity; it was Saint Gualbert who infituted 
athe Jay-brothers ia 1072, hut without thefe proud 
diftin&tions; I am ignorant of the aame of him 
‘who redaced them to the condition of valets, but 
gre, may prefume that it was fome geatignon wionk.” 
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themfelves: that their falutation when 
they mect is, We muf die: that they wear 
upon their hearts a cufhtion ftuck with 
thorns, &c. All thefe things are abfo- 
lutely falfe. They faft continually ; they 
never eat either fith, fugar, eggs, butter, 
or oil, except a fmall quantity with their 
fallads. Vinegar is allowed them, as 
well as milk, but the latter is prohibited 
during Lent. Their rule never allows 
them the ufe of wine except in journeys, 
and in any place of occafional refidence, 
where they may ufe both wine, fith, and 
butter, 2 2 1 1. 6 6 ee 
Their drefs, like that of the Chartreux, 
is entirely white, their head and beard 
are fhaved, and they have a large hood 
which they put on at pleafure. They 
always fleep in their clothes ; their fhirts 
are of wool, not*hair cloth, every mar- 
tification of this kind being prohibited 
by the rules of their order. No one is 
admitted among them till the age of 
G3 twenty, 
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twenty, when he enters upon his novielate, 
which continues for the {pace of twelve 
months. The infirm alone employ them- 
felves in ttle articles of induftry, fuch 
asthe making of rofaries, wooden {poons, 
and in winter the wotk of the garden, 
after which they fell the peas, drefs the 
vegetables, prefs the grain for ufe, &c. 
Thefe laft occupations are common to 
them all. The monks of this abbey 
amount to about a hundred and twenty, 
including both the fathers and: lay- 
brothers. There are ff&ty of the former, 
of whom eighteen only are priefts; the 
reft, though equally engaged by irrevo- 
cable vows, «lo not fay mafs, and have 
apt received holy orders, thinking them- 
felves not fufficiently virtuous and devout 
to celebrate the facred myfteries. The 
abbot is elected for life*, and is named by 


® The authorefe feeme to contradit here what 
fe, hag faid at the beginning of the article (p. 120), 
“¢ghag the late and the prefent abbct conduéted her 

“dpe whe felvon.”* TT’. 
the, 
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the king in purfuance of the vote of 
the monks; the votes are collected by 
way of ballot; and as foon as that is 
done, the balloting box is fealed up and 
fent to Verfailles. There are three 
monks, called hoteliers, whofe bufinefs 
itis to receive ftrangers and the poor 
that pref .t themfelves at the monaftery. 
From ts ir o1iginal endowment and the 
hequetts of private individuals, .hey are 
fufficiently wealthy to afford three days 
hofpitality to every poor traveller who 
paffes that way. When all the beds in 
the houfe are occupied, the traveller is 
accommodated at the inn, and his ex- 
pences defrayed by the monks. If, dur- 
ing thefe three days, he fall fick, they 
take care of him ull his recovery; he is 
atended by their furgeon, fupplied 
them with medicines 5 the manks alfa, 
wit him, drefs ‘his wounds, &c. If any. 
poor traveller be in want, of money, to 
purue his journey, they give him a 
G4 mich 
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much as is neceflary to carry him to the 
place of his deflination. Not a day 
paffes without their being vifited by per- 
fons of this defcription, particularly fol- 
diers. It frequently happens that the 
gratitude and admiration which fo much 
benevolence infpires, induce the perfons 
who are the objects of it to become 
members of their fraternity, and pafs 
their lives with them. Indeed, whoever 
is in purfuit of virtue in all its perfection, 
will find it only here, under a form it 
may be fomewhat too auftere, but fo 
true, fo fublime, that it is not at all afto- 
nifhing that a mind fufceptible of en- 
thufiafm fhould refolve upon this great 
facrifice. Thefe monks alfo affift and 
take care of all the poor in the neigh- 
bourhood for many leagues round. TI 
interrogated a great number of the pea- 
fants,who fpoke of them with the refpeé& 
_and veneration that we fhould feel for 
angels if they were to condefcend to re~ 
fide 
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fide among us. Shew me the individuals 
thar, with the fame revenues, can do an 
equal portion of good both by their ex- 
ample and their beneficence! Where 
fhall we find fuch virtues, unlefs religion 
infpires them ?—T hey never receive a 
widower among them unlefs his children 
are already provided for : whatever may 
be the age of thefe children, if their 
fituation be not fuch as to infure them a 
fubfiftence, they conccive that a father 
cannot, in that cafe, difpofe of his liberty, 
but 1s bound to beftow all lis care upon 
his family. When they have made their 
vow, they renounce every kind of epi- 
ftolary correfpondence whatever, and do 
not allow themfelves to be vifited by their 
relations, except their father and mother, 
and this but feldom. They are exprefsly 
enjomed not to fhew the leaft preference 
to any individual of their order, as be« 
ing bound to love them all equally. If 
one monk fhould perceive that another 
bad a particular friendthip for him, he 

G5 would 


130 Journal of Education 


would confider it as his duty, when they 
were all affembled, to afk leave to fpeak, 
and then publicly to accufe him. In 
this cafe the fuperiois impofe a penance 
on the perfon criminated, who is not 
allowed to juftify himfclf, or anfwer a 
word, even though he fhould think him- 
felf to be wrongfully accufed. He is 
to believe that he has in fome way or 
other, though he cannot recollect it, 
given caufe for the reproach, and he 
mult facrifice without hefitation his felf- 
love to the obedience due to the rules of 
the order. In all cafes, indeed, where 
gne monk obferves in another any kind 
ef fault, he is equally bound publicly to 
accufe him, and the accufed muft ob- 
ferve a perfect filence, and fubmit with 
refignation to the penance that may be 
impofed. If a word eftape him in his 
defeace, all.che monks inftantly proftrate 
themfelves on the ground to ask pardon 
ef God for his pride: but this neves 

happens 


of the Princes. 130 


happens except to novices and perfons 
newly profeffed, and very feldom even 
tothem. Thefe particulars were related 
to me by brother Profper, a young monk 
twenty-eight years of age, and who has 
been eight years atla Trappe. He has 
a delightful phyfiognomy, ftrikingly 
characteriftic of candour and good fenfe. 
I entreated him to tell me honeftly if he 
did not know, among his brothe: monks, 
fome fingle individual who had, at heart, 
more fiiendfhip for him than the reft ? 
No indeed, was hus reply; Icould fooner 
name a dozen than one. I was charmed 
with his anfwer, which proves the tender 
union that reigns among them. He 
added, that as to thefe twelve his dif- 
covery did not juftify his accufing them,’ 
as it was derived from firft emotions thar 
were abfolutely involuntary. For ex- 
ample, faid he, there are a thoufand litle 
circumftances purely mechanical by 
which we know thofe who love us beft ; 
ip our labours we are all bound fo fuce, 

G 6 cour 
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cour one another with equal zeal; if one 
of us lift too heavy a burthen, if he falf, 
&c. we ought to fly to his fuccour; but 
there are always in this cafe twelve or 
fifteen who haften with greater alacrity 
than the reft; and on thefe occafions, 
which frequently happen, we cannot 
avoid difcovering by whom we are moft 
loved. But God condemns not thefe na- 
tural inclinations of the heart, and does 
not difapprove of our fecretly loving 
thofe beft who are moft virtuous, pro- 
vided we do not evince our partiality and 
efteem in fuch a manner as to offend 
others ; which would be a very heinous 
crime, contrary to general benevolence, 
and deftructive of that univerfal har- 

mony which ought to exift between us. 
When a fick monk is pronounced to 
have but a few hours to live, he is told 
that he muft receive extreme unction; 
he is then carried to the church, where 
it is always adminiftered, and after the 
ceremony is over conveyed back to his 
bed. 
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bed. When he approaches his la(t mo- 
ment, 2 bell is tolled to fignify to the 
whole houfé that a brother is in the ago- 
nies of death. All the monks affemble- 
round the dying man, and, having placed 
him inafhes, pray aloud for him. This 
defcription is terrifying to worldly minds; 
let it be obferved however, that at la 
Trappe the apparel of death and the re- 
ligious folemniues that accompany it, 
are confidered as auguft and confola- 
tory, as the fore-runners of a grand 
triumph and fupreme felicity. ‘ The 
** frugal and Jaborious life weJead,” faid 
father Theodore to me, ‘* exempts us 
* from violent and putrid diforders. [I 
* have never feen among us an inftancet 
«of any epidemical malady, even when 

** the contagion has fpread through the 
“country. We know fcarcely any difs 
*¢ orders but thofe of the lungs occafion- 

eed by finging at church, and by the 
* law which obliges us to get up fre~ 
* guently in the night. When a con 

“ ftitutian 


_— Journal of Education 


*€ ftitution is able to refift thefe dangers, 
‘Sand ic has paffed the age of thirty, 
$¢ life is protracted longer here than elfe- 
“ where, and old age is found and vi- 
“* gorous: thus we commonly die in 
“ the poffeffion of all our faculties, and 
“* during the fifty years thar I have lived 
‘“¢ here, I have fcarcely feen an inftance 
“§ to the contrary. As we only live that 
“€ we may die in fecurity, the laft mo- 
“ ment has no terrors; and when we 
 afGft at the death of a brother, there 
“¢ is not one of us wlio does not envy the 
™ crown he is going to receive, and does 
“ not with to be in his place. It is nor 
*{ thae, life is difagreeable and burthen~ 
“ {ame to us, we believe ourfelves as 
** happy as it is poffible to be on earth ; 
% but in dying we feel all the delight 
* that the {weetelt and moft exalred 
*¢ hopes can infpire. I have never be~ 
§ held a monk who has not received; 
$6. gor only without fear, but with exs 
.weme fatisfaction, the natice of big 
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* approaching death; 1 have even bes 
« held many whom this intelligence has. 
“fo enlivened and invigorated, that: 
“ their life and ftrength have been pro- 
‘* Jonged in an aftonihing manner, and 
‘* almoft all difplay at this time a viva- 
“city, fire and eloquence which appear 
*¢ fupernatural. It is not long ago that 
“© a monk, upon being informed that he 
“had but one day to live, became fo 
*¢ animated at the news, thar he told us 
* he fhould be able to goto the church to 
*¢ receive extreme unction without being 
‘carried. In reality, though his weak~ 
“ nefs had, till that moment, been ex~ 
*« ceffive, he got up, walked through 
“ the houfe, defcended the different ftair- 
** cafes, arrived at the church, returned, 
6 and, to the great aftonifhment of the 
‘¢ furgeon, lived two months longer,”— 
Father Theodore, who recited thefé 
particulars, was the late abbot; he had 
lived in the world before he embraced 
the monkith ftate, and was thirty yeafs 

of 
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of age when he entered la Trappe; he 
is now upwards of fourfcore, of a comely 
figure, his teeth perfec, his features 
charming, his complexion truly beauti- 
ful; I have never feen in any face fo 
complete a vermilion. He has a ftrong 
underftanding, an extraordinary degree 
of politenefs, and a memory fo furpri- 
fing, that he recolleéts every thing he 
read that was interefting previous to his 
arrival at la Trappe. He cited many 
traits of hiftory, and a great variety of 
paflages from Bruyére, whom he knows 
by heart. He related alfo a number of 
interefting ftories, among others the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘ Some years ago a young man 
*¢ well born, ricb, of a handfome figure, 
“ and the only fon of an affectionate 
«* mother, whofe confent he obtained, 
St defired to be received among us, al- 
 Jeging a vocation which he had fele 
« from the age of ten years: he was ad- 
* mitced to his noviciate; but before the 
% expiration of the period, his mother, 

€6 Te. 
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** repenting the confent that had been 
** torn from her, fuddenly arrived at la 
‘© Trappe and demanded her fon, who 
‘* received her, accompanied by father 
*€ Theodore. The converfation was 
*€ Jong, that is to fay, on the part of the 
‘*mother, who conjured her fon to re~ 
*© turn with her, affuring him that the 
‘“* particularly wifhed 1 for the fake of 
** his own happinefs. He heard her in 
“ filence,without interruption; and when 
*€ the had done fpeaking, My mother, 
** faid he, do me the favour to anfwer 
“me one queftion. Suppofing I had 
** left you to fettle at a diftance in fome 
** foreign country, where it wasimpoffible 
** for you to come, and where I had ac~ 
*© quired a confiderable fortune and the 
“© moft diftinguifhed honours, but was 
** not permitted to return to you, unlefs 
*©J renounced all thefe advantages, 
*« would you demand of me this facri- 
*¢ fice >—Certainly nat, cried the mother, 
*€ it is your happinefs only that I bare at 

‘“¢ heart. 
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** heart.—-Well then, my dear mother, 
*6 replied the fon, 1 am exa¢tly the for- 
** tunate man I have defcribed, or rather 
*§ ] am athoufand umes more happy than 
‘* jt is inthe power of all the riches and 
* honours of the univerfe to make me; 
“and my happinefs is the greater as the 
* inconftancy of fortune cannot rob me of 
“ it, and death, far from putting a period 
“to it, will render it fupreme and fecure 
§.itfor ever. Confider then the extent 
“« of the facrifice which you demand ! 
*« Ac thefe words the mother rofe, em- 
*¢ braced her fon in tears, and departed.” 
ewktad.I time, I could cite varioug ine 
cidents. of a fmilar kind which I learned. 
foom father Theodore, father Peter, the: 
prefent abbot, and the three hoteliers. 
hele five monks, with whom I had a. 
great deal. of converfation, were allequal-. 
ly-opliging ; they anfwered my queftions 
with an air of franknefs ; but as foon as 
ead done interrogating them, they re- 
ting] into themfelves, hung dowmn their- 
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heads, and fell into fo profound a medi-. 
tation, that I have no doubt they be- 
lieved themfelves to be abfolutely alone 
with God: in this there was no fort of 
affetation, but on the contrary a ftniking 
fimplicity and nature. When I addreflegd 
myfelf to them again, they 1ecovered 
from their reverie, and affumed a cheer 
ful and obliging afpect, which continued 
ull they had fausfied my new enquizses,, 
—The monks of this order obferve a, 
perpetual filence, the fuperiors and the 
boteliers excepted; but there are certain 
hours when they may fpeak to the fupe~ 
niors if they have any requeft to make 5 
at their labours, however, they are anly- 
allowed to exprefs themf{elves to each, 
other by figns. There are monks among 
them who have not {poken for mang. 
years, except to confefs, to read, and cm. 
fing the praifes of God. The botediers 
obferve, like the reft, the law of filence, ° 
and never {peak but ro ftrangers.—-Theee- 
is not a fingle looking-glafs at la Trappe 
either 
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either in the interior or exterior apart- 
ments. Many of the monks have wholly 
forgotten their own form and features.—~ 
As they work not only in the garden, but 
out of it, the gates are wide open, fo 
that if a monk be defirous of running 
away he has a fair opportunity: in that 
cafe he meets with no obftrucion, and 
he is never purfued and brought back 
again when his flight is difcovered ; on 
the contrary, the fraternity think them- 
felves happy in having got rid of a bad 
member. But the rules of their order 
oblige them to receive him if he return, 
and prefcribe that he fhall be confined 
for a period of time equal to that of his 
abfence, and have no other food than 
bread and water. Meanwhile the abbot 
has the power of abridging as much as 
he pleafes this time of atonement, which 
he never fails to do if the tranfgreffor 
difcover any marks of penitence: in 
shat cafe, though the abfence thould 
have 
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have been ten years, the confinement 
never exceeds one. . 2. 2 6 es 

When a man prefents himfelf to be 
received, a minute account is given him 
of the auftere life they lead, and he is 
farther told, that however robuft may 
be his conftirution, it will probably fink 
under it in the courfe of two or three 
years: itis after this information that he 
enters la Trappe. They receive among 
them none but tall, ftrong and well 
formed men, and I was ftruck with the 
extraordinary ftature of the generality 
of thefe monks——They have had for 
feveral years a very fkilful furgeon, a 
young man who has fettled at la Trappe 
out of pure affection to the fathers, and 
who obfervesthe fame mode of life, and 
performs the fame offices as themfelves, 
when his occupations will permit him. 
He adminifters medicine to the poor 
gratis, and frequently walks ten or twelve 


leagues to take care of them. He told 
pose 
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‘p*** chat it was impoffible to live with 
thefe fathers without feeling a defire to 
imitate them, and:that the offer of the 
~moft fplendid fortune on earth would not 
‘tempt him to quitthem. .« . 2 . . 
S> ge cee ha Se Thefe 
monks are ftrongly impreffed with that 
indulgent temper that characterfes crue 
‘virtue. They told me that upon a cer- 
tain occafion, a woman in man’s clothes 
scame with her hufband into the convent, 
but that the faw nothing, becaufe they 
immediately detected the difguife and 
obliged her to withdraw. I exclaimed 
with pious vehemence upon fo dreadful 
a profanation, which by the rules of 
the church is a fpecified cafe, and has 
‘the penalty of excommunication: but 
‘they obferved very naturally, that it was 
‘not proper in this inftance to have re- 
courfe to ftric&t juftice, as the lady was 
very young, had certainly not confider- 
ed what the was doing, and as it was 


eafy to conceive of a huiband’s having 
2 this 
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this tenfurable condefcenfion towards)a 
woman that he loved. 

Travellers go a preat way to ftudy 
men, and obferve the influence of infti- 
tutions, examples, laws and authority on 
the mind. We have hete an inftanoe 
nearer home of manners far fuperior in 
aufterity to thofe of the ancient Lacede- 
momans, of virtues infinitely more fub- 
lime than were difplayed by the boafted 
fages of antiquity; in fhort, of a Inthe 
republic where every dangerous paffion 
is exurpated, and all the virtues are cate 
ned to adegree of perfeion that feems 
beyond the powers of nature. Is this a 
picture unworthy the attertion of a true 
philofopher ? Can any one fay, as he 
quits this refpectable enclofure: Thgye 
men are fools! Before you thus decide, 
prove to me that you are wife; prove to 
me at leaft that you ate confiftent, ard 
that your principles, whatever they ate, 
are conformable to your manners. You 
“think that we ought to follow the inelaa- 

tions 
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‘tions which nature gives us, and that x 
is in this way only we can be happy. 
Why then are you perpetually complain- 
-ing ? why does happinefs fly from you, 
or always elude your grafp? why is peace 
of mind a thing to which you are a 
Aranger ?—Bur, ic 1s afked, where 1s the 
utility of ali thefe abfurd aufterities ? Do 
-you notthen admire the difciples of Py- 
‘thagoras, who paffed fo many years 
without (peaking? Do you nct admire 
the temperance of Diogenes, and nume- 
rous other philofophers, who fubfifted 
folely upon herbs ? Do you not admire 
Epictetus and Socrates, their mildnefs, 
their calm ecodurance, their contempt of 
wealth and honours? And is it only ia 
pat ages and Pagan countries that you 
are ftruck with examples of thefe great 
wirtues ? But tiadition may have exag- 
gerated thefe features of their character, 
and it rells us that thefe extraordinary 
men had ther errors and weakneffes: 
ga the contrary, of what exifts fo near 

you, 
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you, you can entertain no doubt, and 
though there is fome fingularity in the 
life of a monk of la Trappe, you will at 
leat find none of the vices with which 
the philofophers of paganifm have been 
reproached. But it is again afked, 
where is the uttlity of thofe woollen ha- 
bits, thofe hard beds, this privation of 
all the comforts and conveniences of life ? 
What ! is there no utility in diftributing 
to the poor all the money that garments 
of filk, beds of down, fumptuous furnis 
ture, and delicate viands would coft? 
Dare you farther demand, where is the 
utility of fpending a part of the day in 
cultivating the earth? Confefs at leaft 
that thefe labours of agiiculture are be- 
neficial, and afford an excellent example 
to the peafants of the neighbourhood. 
Who would not blufh in fuch a country 
to be indolent and inactive? Laftly it is 
afked, where is the benefit of pafling fo 
many hours in a church? Let me afk in 
reply, for what purpofe do you pafs fo 
VoL. 111, H many 
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many years at Verfailles, where the 
fcene 1s fo mortally trrefome to you? 
In the hope, always uncertain and fre 
quently deceitful, of obtaining— What ? 
an empty ttle, a ribbon, a feat of ho- 
nour, They are not fuch frivolities that 
astraét and rivet to the church the monks 
of la Trappe; it is not the hope, it 1s 
the certainty of obtaining, not the frail 
and perifhable goods of this world, but 
an eternal felicity. Suppofe them, if 
you pleafe, co be miftaken in their opi- 
nion, it is of little importance, fo they 
entertain the perfuafion; the recom- 
penfe they promife themfelves being 
greater than that of which you are in 
#urfuit, they derive more pleafure from 
finging the praifes of God, than you in 
making your court: befide you have 
competitors and uncertainty to torment 
you, they have no rivals to fear, and are 
fure of receiving the reward of their la- 
bours: you reftlefsly afpire, they patient- 
ly wait. Judge then how much happier 

they 


of the Princes. 147 


they are in their church than you in the 
Ocil-de-Bouf*. Thus, thould their opt- 
nion be founded ia ergor, you ought not 
to call them /cols, fince they are virtuous, 
beneficent, ufeful, and have found the 
way to make themfelves happy: but 
fhould it be founded in truth, to what 
name would they then be entitled, and 
what ought you to be called ? What will 
be your lot in eternity, and what theirs +? 

For 

* A celebrated tavern at Verfailles, oppofite to the 
foyal palace. “T. 

+ This ndiculous pancgyric upon the monks of 
la Trappe, and preference givcn them over the fages 
of antiquity, are founded in an ignorance or obli- 
vion of the fimpleft of all principles, the nature of 
virtue. Iti the nature of virtue to feck the benefit 
of others, inceffantly to labour for the increafe of the 
happinefs, the mntormation, and the moral exoellence 
of mankind. You admire, fay, our authorefs, the 
auflerites of Diogenes and thecal endurance of So 
crate, Why do we do fo? Becaufe Socyates fpept 
an active life in what the Athenians called corrupting’ 
their youth, that is, in perpetual pra@ical leffons of 
moral and political energy ; becaufe Diogenes, when 
be was afked the reafon of his inficxible avflenty, 

He replied : 
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s+ + . . © . For oufelves, my 

children, may our refpect and love for re- 

ligion 

rephed ; Tt 13 only by fhewing that the health and 
* felicity of a human being may be obtained with 

* thecomplete abfence of thefe things, that I can per- 
* fuade my contemporaries how little valuable are the 
* indulgences they covet.”? The monks of la Trappe, 

asin eff. the cunfefles, have no obye@ of this fort. 
We ought to admin them, the fays, becaufe they have 
Sound the way to ther oxen temporal happmefs. In 
this furely there 1 nothing very fubline. We ought 
toadmire them becaufe they aie fkilful and wu/e in 
feceuring to themfelaes the felerty of heavens 1 can 
envy, but cannot admire, a man who only fhews me 
that he perfeétly underftands his own intereft, Ma- 
dame de Brulart felt in a certain degree thefe objec- 
uons, and therefore fays: Can you help acknowfedging 
their merit in greing money te the poor ? Can you deny 
that their cultivation of the ground 13 ufeful, and grves a 
goad example? tie not neceflary to deny thi. In 
order that much ftrefs fhould be laid upon it, it ought 
to be fhewn, ift. That they have thefe purpofes of 
ufefulnefs principally in view ; and 2dly, That thefe 

parpofes of ufefulnefs are as fublime as thofe propofed 
by Diogenes and Socrates. It is an example of the 
effeA of {uperftition upon an enlightened mind, that 

ought not feon to be forgotten, to fee Madame de 
Brulart comparing and preferring the fluggifh and 

ufclels 
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ligion be increafed by the remembrance 
of what we have juft feen and heard! 


Saint Leu, 9 June 1788, 
WE anived here yefterday, at  mid- 
mybt, in perfect health, and not at all 
faugued, which ts extraordinary confider- 
ing all we have done in the fix days that 
we have been ablent. 6. 6 ewe 
From Conches we proceeded to Navarre. 
A lady of Conches, whoexprefled a de- 
fire to fee the princes while they were 
at fupper, gave us a defcription of the 
curiofiues of Navarre, adding that the 
moft charming fpcelacle was by the iver 
fide, a female ruttic and a fifherman in 
coloured plaifter. Thefe figures fhe 
told us were fo natural, that one day a 
man on the oppofite fide feolded the 
fiherman for catching the duke’s carp, 


wfelefs monks of la Trappe, to men who devoted 
every moment of their lives to the active increale and 
propagation of virtue. T. 
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and perceiving the fifherman ftill to pe» 
fift, threw with indignation a large {tone 
at Kim which bioke one of the arms. 
The lady affured us that it coft the duke 
an immenfe {um to repair this misfortune. 
. »« From Conches to Navarre 

the diftance is five leagues. . 2. 2 
The gardens of Navarre are in my ®pi- 
nion the moft beautiful beyond compa- 
sifon of any in France: they are of pro- 
digious extent, and join to a vaft and 
fuperb foreft.’ The water is admi- 
rable; a large natural river runs through 
the garclens, forming freams and cafcades 
which flow day and night and in every 
featon of the year. The furprifing effect 
of fhadow and water, the majeftic foreft 
tat completcly inciofes and every where 
overlooks the gardens, the profufion of 
flowers, the tnexhauftible varicty of rare 
fhrubs and tices, the magnificence of the 
woikts of are, the happy fires that are 
chofen for them, the pure tafte and bold 
origiwality that extend through the diftri- 
bution 


of the Princes, 1gt 


bution and plan, together with their 
immenfe extent, render the place truly 
worthy the cunioficy of amateurs and fo- 
reigners. In the Fiench part, the moft 
remaikable ornament is the Temple of 
Hebe, which every where delights us by 
the different furrounding objects, flowers, 
profpects and cafcades. In the Enghth 
part, the moft charming wok 1s the 
Temple of Love, apon an tfland of the 
fame name. On the outfide it appears a 
beautiful temple in ruins, adorned with 
fine antiques in bas-relief. When you 
are entered every thing feems like magic s 
the inclofure 1s one delicious rotunda, 
wainfcatted with white marble, decorated 
with arabefques, and {upported by cryf- 
tal columns of a billiant purple, per- 
fectly ttanfparent, and which, being the 
medium through which the light enters, 
give a fplendid gloom to the whole 
Several alrars enriched with gilded ftatues 
of bronze, upon which perfumes are 
perpetually burning, are interfperfed a- 

H4 mong 
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mong the columns. Rich pavilions are 
placed at different openings. The rotunda 
is lighted by means of a cupola at the top, 
and the light already mentioned which 
paffes through the columns. The furni- 
ture of embroidery upona ground of white 
fatin, is unfusable to the reft; it ought 
to have been purple fatin with fringes of 
gold: I could farther have wifhed that the 
plazing of the cupola had been ftained 
with purple to coirefpond with the co- 
lumns. Upon finding ourfelves in this en- 
chanted place a reflection occurred to us 
which offered a fingular conteaft: we re- 
collected, that precifely at the fame hour 
the preceding day we had been in a cell of 
a monk of la Tiappe.—There are many 
things in this garden in a bad tafte, bute 
they are flight defects amid numberlefs 
predominant beauties. For example, the 
grotto is nothing more than an unwieldy 
and thapelefs mafs ; which is the more to 
be lamented, as itis very confpicuous and 
in a delightful fituation. I could have 

withed 
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wifhed that inftead of this villanous rock 

there had been a Temple of Glory, in which 
there might have been fufpended to the 
roof, as the principal ornament, the 
fword of Marthal Turenne. I could 
farther have wifhed the temple to have 
been decorated with the ftatue of this 
hero, end the bas-relicfs to have 1epre- 
fented his victortes. In the gardens of 
Blenheim, in England, all the works of 
art are fo many glorious monuments em- 
blematical of the exploits of the Duke of 
Marlborough. The gardens of Na- 
varre, not inferior to thofe of Blenheim, 
might have been rendered equally inter- 
efting, by 1:eminding us at every ftep of 
tome hero or glorious period of French 
hiftory. Inftead of this, there 1s only ereét- 
eda tumulus of fod, asa monument to 
Turenne’s war-horfe. Upon the top of 
this paltry memorial, the poney (1 mean 
this celebrated animal) 13 reprefented by 
a miniature in bronze; at the four cor- 
ners of the fod is. placed an urn of 
porphyry ; and the whole refembles, as 

hls P 
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Pp*** remarked, a piece of furniture to 
be fet oh a chimney-piece. The woman 
and fitberman of plaifter, notwithftanding 
the admiration of the lady of Conches, 
have in point of fublimity and effect 
pretty much the fame merit. But we 
muft forgive thefe difparities in favour 
of the numerous and aftonifhing beauties 
that every where flrike ps. There is an 
exprefs prohibition to pluck the flowers, 
or kill any of the game or other birds. 
Accordingly the winged tribe are very 
humefous, finding a greater plenty of 
provifion here than elfewhere, and the 
gardens have a delightful brilliancy and 
fragrance. IJ have never feen fuch,a 
profufion of rots and flowers of alt forts, 
or heard fuch warblings and choruffes of 
birds, and fuch murmurings, ef torrents 
and cafcades, «2 we o » 
The houfe does not anfwer to the extreme 
magnificence of the gardens ; 1 contains, 
however, a fuperb faloon, and other 
agreeable rooms furnifhed with tafte. 
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JOURNEYS TO LA MOTHE *, NoR- 
MANDY, BRETAGNE, TOURAINE, 
&e. 

La Mothe, 1 Auguff 1788. 


WE have been this day to Saint Vale 
lery, a {ea-port five leagues fiom hence, 
where we dined at an inn by the fea-fide. 
- 6 6 © « « Wewere after din- 
ner conducted on board a new veffel, to 
which no name had as yet been given. 
They requefted me to permit the Duke 
de Chartres to name it, and te ftand 
godfather ; to which I readily confented, 
having never feen a ceremony of this 
fort. Upon the quarter-deck .a table 
was placed, covered with a cloth fringed 
with lace, on which were a pat of holy 
water, and fome plates filled with fale 
and corn. The priefts, drefled in the 
habits of their profeffion, ftood round 


*An eftate belonging to M. d’Orleans, in Nor. 
mandy, near the town of Eu, and on the {ca-conft. 
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the table. The Duke de Chartres and 
Mademoifelle were the f{ponfors. The 
vicar having delivered a very pathetic 
difcourfe, and the other priefts chanted 
fome prayers, thé former pronounced his 
benediction, walking round the veffel, 
and ftrewing corn and falt, the fymbols 
of abundance. This ceremony of pro- 
nouncing a benediction on a new fhip 
ready to fail on a Jong and penlous 
voyage, might afford, I conceive, an ad- 
mirable fubyect of difcourfe, particularly 
when d@dreffed to a young man... 
- . ¢ . The rigging, and every 
thing relative tothe veffel, were explained 
to the princes with great minutenefs ; 
they alfo faw in the dock-yard two un- 
finifhed fhips on the ftocks. 


L.a Mothe, 4 Auguff 1788. 

THERE have been brought to us every 
morming fuch fhell and other fea fith as 
we were defirous of feeing alive. We have 
already 
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already feen thornbacks, flounders, mul- 
lets, cod, a tunny, fome foldier or her- 
mut crabs, ftar fith, and vanous kinds of 
Zoophites* . 





La Mothe, 11 Auguf 1788. 


WE have been this afternoon to fee a 
very fingular village, about three leagues 
from hence, of the name of Cayeu. It is 
by the fea-fide, and confifts of about eight 
hundred houtes. The bank of the fea 
is in this place of confiderable height, 
and is formed by a very fine fand, which 
the wind drives from the coaft. The 
confequence ts, that the fand is again 
blown trom this eminence, and fcattered 
not only over the village, but to a great 
extent beyond it; fo that you cannot 


* In education no obj: of inftruétion that pre- 
fents itfclf fhould be defpifed ; particularly when it 
docs not interfere with more important ftudies, and 
we have only to look before us and afk queflions. 
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walk in this melancholy country without 
being upto your ancle tn fand, and as 
far as it extends, not a blade of grafs or 
mofs, not a tree or fhrub is to be feen. 
We might fuppofe aurfelves tranfported 
to the diy and burning deferts of Arabia. 
Altfo when the wind 1s violent, which 
frequently happens on the coaft, the 
fand is raifed in thick clouds in the air, 
and this unfortunate village is almoft 
buried under it. But an abundance of 
fith, which give them a certainty of fub- 
fiftence, retains the wretched inhabitagts 
to the fpot, in {pite of fo many calami- 
ties, and in fpite of the privation of fruits, 
herbs, frefh water, and every conveni- 
ence that nature elfewhere offers to the 
pooreft peafant. Their ficuation ap- 
pears to me the more deplorable from 
the confiderauion that, at the diftance of 
little more than a quarter of a mile, there 
are rich meadows and ferule corn- 
fields, which mutt be to them a mortify- 
ing contrat. J have never experienced 

more 
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more painful fenfations than the afpe& of 
this village excited in me. On one fide 
the boundlefs ocean; on the other a vatt 
plain of white fand, intei{perfed with the 
wretched huts of the filhermen; vegeta- 
uon anmiilated, a burning fun, doubly 
incommodious from the reflection of ats 
rays on the glittering fand; an obfcure 
air rendered unwholefome by cantinual 
duft; the difmal roaiing of the fea; in 
fhort, every thing feems to concur to 
make this village the moft dreadful _ 
abode in the univerfe. Meanwhile it is 
inhabited ; 1t is even populous, and we 
fee a multutude of childrens How 
ftrong 1s the power of habit and the love 
of life! Thefe filhermen are content to | 
endure all thele evils, upon condition of 
being free fiom imquictude, as to the 
means of prolonging this miferable ex- 
iftence. Whatdo I fay? Perhaps the 
majority of them, whom we regard with 
pity, prefer this dreary Jand, where they 
drew 


160 Fournal of Education 


drew their firft breath, to the fertile fields 
of their neighbours; fince, as a poet 
whom you have read obferves, 

E inftinto di natura 

L’amor del patrio nido*. 

In obferving what thefe men can en- 
dure, not only without defpair, but with 
apparent content and eafe, you ought to 
admire the fortitude from which it 
fprings, and of which thofe who have 
been contunually nurfed in the lap of 
profperiy can fcarcely form an idea. 
Weep with the unfortunate who finks 
under the werght of his calamines; if 
you cannot meliorate his lot, deplore at 
leat his fituation, and partake his for- 
row : every being chat fuffers has a claim 
upon the compa‘ion of his fellow crea- 
ture. But let more dignified fentiments 
rife in your foul, at fight of thofe who 
fupport their pains with ferenity and 


* Tolove the paternal neft is an inftin@ of nature. 
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firmnefs. Let the example you have 
this diy feen teach you to bear any 
misfortunes that may befal yourfelves 
wih fimilar courage. With thefe fifher- 
men in your remembrance, fhould ycu 
not bluth if the contradictions and mor- 
uifications you might mect with in fociery 
woe to make you peevith and ill-hu- 
moured, if you were to be caft down by 
an attack of a fever or ahead ache, os 
were to allow yourfelvcs in the leait habit 
of foftnefs and effeminate delicacy ? 





“ 


Havre de Grace, 1 September 1788. 


WE firt vifited the arfenals, after- 
wardsthe Mole . . . . 2... 

We faw there a dreadful monument of 
the reftlefs cupidity of men, a large vef- 
fel called a flave fhrp, and deftined for 
the tranfportation of negroes. It was 
extremely cumbeifome, from the number 
of cells it contained for the confinement 


of thele unfortunate beings . . . - 
WE 
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Mount Sant Michael, 6 & ptember 1788. 


« «+ « . WE changed horfes at Pon- 
torfon to 1each this place, which 1s only 
three leagues farther; but for one whole 
league the 1vad 15 exceedingly bad, and 
we travelled a confiderable pait of it on 
foot. It 1s at certain times, and indeed 
ordinarily, neceflary to be governed in 
this route by the ebb of the tde, the. 
road being impaflable at other times 5 but 
the fea had now been at low waterfor 
feveral days. When we arrived it was 
totally dark, and the objects which un- 
der thefe ctrcumftances prefented them- 
felves to our eyes were extremely ime 
piefive. The coatt is fandy and bar. 
ren; the guides precede you with flame 
beaux, and ucter at every other moment 
horrible cries, to warn you of certain 
deep holes and dangerous places that 1n- 
tercept your progrefs: on account of 
thefe x 1s neceffary to make a thoufand 

circuitous 
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circuitous windings. The fort was illu- 
minated in compliment to the princes, 
and appeared to be as it Were at our feet 
full half an hour before we arrived. The 
bells were alfo rung, and their mournful 
and funereal found fuelled the melans 
choly mmpreffion that was made by the 
{urrounding objects. Well might it have 
been faid of this caftle in the language of 
the poet, 


Maturc’s abhorrence, on a rock it tarts, 
Whofe barren fummuit {ems to touch the thies *, 


No imagination indeed can fuggclt an 
image of height and declivity that can 
keep pace with this object ; and. its af- 
pea is rendered more firiking by its 
towers, its fortifications, and its venerable 
gothic architecture. We firft entered into 
a citadel where the people of the place, 
dretled in uniform and accoutred with 


© Sur un rocher défert, l’cffro: de la nature, 
Dont l'aide fommet femble toucher aux cienx. 
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mufkets, waited to receive us. There 
are no troops here but in time of war ; 
upon other occafions the prior of the 
convent 1s the commandant of the fort. 
Next to the citadel we were prefented 
with the view of the town, which is very 
{mall and feems to be very poor : 1t con- 
fits of one long and uncommonly nar- 
row ftreet, in which every ftep you take 
is a fleep afcent, and in a courfe perpe- 
tually winding and irregular. It is 1m- 
poflible to proceed along it otherwife 
than on foot. On the prefent occafion 
every houfe was illuminated, and the in- 
habitants collected at their doors, After 
having, climbed along this ftreet for half 
an hour, efcorted by all the monks and 
miany attendants with lanterns, we left 
the houfes and came to a flight of fleps 
of about four hundred in number, very 
fteep and difficult, and covered with 
briers and mofs. The afcent is now and 
then interfperfed with little efplanades 
where you reft yourfelf for a moment. 

It 


of the Princes. 168 


It is impofible to imagine any thing 
more tirefome than this climbing; and, 
though the weather was not hot, it occa- 
fioned a violent perfpiration. At length 
we entered into a fpacious chapel, of 
which the choir is very fine and very 
noble: we were then in the convent. 
After having croffed the church, we af- 
cended another ftaircafe which ied to a 
ferics of apartments large and handfome. 
There is farther a belvidere placed upon 
the top of the fort, with an afcent to it of 
four hundred fteps fiom the level of 
thefe apartments. The air is very keen, 
but fuffictently wholefome. They have a 
fupply of ciftern water which is not une. 
palatable. The winter 1s extremely ri- 
gorous, and begins early in the feafon of 
autumn: fulery and hot weather is here 
unknown. Vo fome of the houfes in the 
town there are very {mall gardens, and 
fome of the inhabitants keep cows ; but 
the monks are obliged to procure neccf- 
faries from other places, even bread, 

which 
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which is never made here on account of 
the dearnefs of fuel: they have no fupply 
nearer than Pontorfon. It is very feldom 
and by mere accident that they have any 
fith upon the coaft: thruft out therefore 
as they are upon a tongue of land, they 
are obliged to buy it elfewhere. About 
a league and a half from hence there is a 
fummer habitation belonging to the con- 
vent, with a fine garden and a plentiful 
fupply of vegetables, The monks ale 
twelve, and they receive no novices. 
It appears to me, that they {ceh as far as 
is in their power to alleviate the misfor- 
pune of their prifoners. They affured us 
that they never kept them in conftant re- 
ftraint, unlefs they had politive and par- 
ticulai orders from the king for that pur- 
pofe, and that even very frequently they 
indulged them with excurfions in the 
neighbourhood. I queftioned them about 
the famous iron cage: they told me it 
was not made of iron, but of wood, the 
bas exceedingly maffive and thick, and 

the 
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the diftance between them of the breadth 
of three or four fingers. It 1s now fifteen 
years fince any prifoner has been con- 
ftantly confined in this cage; but they 
often put their prifoners into it, when 
they are mifclievous, as they fay, for one 
or two days, though the place be excef- 
fively damp and unwholefome, and 
though there be another place for their 
confinement as ttrong and of no injuri- 
ous effect. I teftified furprife at this ac- 
count... . +... The prior antwered 
me, that it was his intention fome day 
to deftroy this monument of cruelty. 
Inftantly Mademoifelle and her brothers 
exclaimed, that it would give them in- 
expreffible plealure to be pretent at fuch 
a catattrophe. The prior replied, that he 
confidered himfelf as perfectly at liberty 
in this refpect, and would thercfore in- 
dulge their with to-morrow morning : it 
will certainly be the moft delightful 
compliment that hofpitality and kind- 
nefs have any where paid you. I fleep 

4 in 
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in the chamber which was lately that of 
the Abbé Sabathier, the iluftrious mar- 
tyr of fo glorious a caufe *. The monks 
cannot {peak of him at this moment but 
with vencration and love. 

Sant Malo, 7 September, half after 

nine in the evening. 

THE following are the particulars of 
what we faw this morning before we 
quitted Mount Saint Michael. The 
prior, together with the monks, two car- 
pentets, a Swifs belonging to the caftle, 
and the greater part of the prifoners, for 
we had defired they might be prefent, 
accompanied us to the place where this 
terrible cage was incloted. To arrive at 
it we were obliged to pafs through fuch 
dark fubterraneous pailages, that it was 
neceflary to have flambeaux: and after 
defcending a variety of ftair-cafes, we at 
length reached the fpot. The cage was 


* For oppofing defpotifm. 
extremely 
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extremely narrow in its dimenfions, and 
was placed in a damp cave, where the 
water ran in ftreams. I entered with 
feelings of horror and indignation, tem- 
pered by the pleafing refleCtion, that at 
leaf, thanks tothe benevolent interfe- 
rence of my pupils, no unfortunate vic- 
tim would henceforth painfully ruminate 
in this dreadful abode on his own fuf- 
ferings and the cruelty of mankind. M1. 
de Chartres gave the firftt blow of the 
axe to this cage. The carpenters then 
demolifhed the door ant other parts of 
it, Yo bive never witnd any thing 
more affecting than the tranfpoits, the 
Mhouts and acclimations of the prifonere, 
during the demolition. It was furely 
the firtt time that tiefe vaults had ever 
refounded with the cries of joy. In the 
midft of this tumultuous ecftafy, I was 
flruck with the melancholy and difmayed 
appearance of the Swifs, who regarded 
this fpectacle with the utmoft chagrin. 
1 communicated my te nark tothe prior, 

VOL. ill. I wh? 
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who informed me that this man regretted 
the deftruction of the cage, becaufe it 
had been his office to fhew it to firan- 
gers. The Duke de Chartres gave two 
louis to this Swifs, telling him, that in- 
ftead of the cage, he might in future fhew 
to travellers the place where it had flood, 
which would certainly be a more agreea- 
bie fight to them 
After attending mafs, we fab a view se 
the whole houfe, where we faw an enor- 
mous wheel, by means of which, with 
cables, heavy provifions for the ufe of the 
fort are raifed from the ftrand on the 
outfide, and conveyed through a win- 
dow into the caftle. We walked upon 
the terraces or parapets, which are very 
high. The view from hence is on all 
fides admirable: you fee Mont Tomblasne, 
which is larger than Mount Saint Michael, 
but not inhabited. It abounds with ex- 
cellent rabbits, and is at the diftance of 
about three quarters of a league, which 
appears incredible: for as, like Mount 
Saint 
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Saint Michael, ie 1s in an ifolated fituation 
in the fea, and there are no furrounding 
objects that fhould enable us to judge by 
comparifon, it feemed to us exceedingly 
{mall, and not farther off than a hund-ed 
paces. We afterwards faw what is called 
the llali of the Chevatters which is laige and 
handfome, and fupported by columns. It 
derives its name from its being a cuflomn 
with the chevaliers of the ordei of Saint 
Michael to vifitthis mountain . . . 
The library isa very poor one, which 
morufied me, fram the confide:auion 
how ufeful a good collection of books 
would be to the prifeners. Superftitious 
traditiun relates, that Sune Michael 
wrought miracles upon this mountain, at 
that ume inhabued by hermits; tua . 
terwards the Saint ordered builus.gs to 
be erected on it, and it was at firft catied 
Mont deTombe, on account of its form. 
The ancient dukes of Normandy and 
other princes have made pilgrimages to 
this mountain, and prefems which we 
I2 faw 
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faw in the treafury of the church. Pil- 
grimages are ftill made to this place, and 
we were loaded with medals and litle 
filver fells, which are given to pilgrims 
onfuch oceafions. . . . . 3 
We obtained for a number of prifoners a 
permiffion which they requefted with 
earneftnefs, that of accompanying us to 
the bottom of the caftle. Among them 
was one who had been confined fifteen 
months, without having been once fuf- 
fered to leave the top of the fort. When 
he found himfelf out of the cons ent upon 
the little efplanade, and particularly 
when he faw the grafs on the fteps of the 
defcent, he felt an emotion of joy that no 
words can defcribe; he gave me his 
arm, and exclaimed with tranfport at 
every ftep, Ob, bow delightful 1115 to 
walk upon the grafs*! 

lam 


* Qn our arrival at Pans, we made vanous at- 
tenypts in hus favour, but to no purpofe. M. de 
Chartres, 
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Tam charmed with haying had an op- 
portunity of fvemg this melancholy but 
fingular place, this amphibious calle, 
rejected in turns both by the fea and 
Jand; for this mountiun, caring one 
part of the day, 1s an ifolated ifland) in 
the midit of the waves, and during the 
other part is deferted by the wacer, and 
fituated on a vaft extent of dry land. 


— 


Lan baile, & Sept ml er 178%, 

- . . WEhave feen at Soint Mala 
avery fingular inflance of what miiy Le 
done by activity and indufl.y unied. 
Fifteen years ago, a merchant cf the 
name of Dubois lived in that town, whofe 
affairs were in a tuinous flare. Funding 
himfeif deflicute, he was on the point of 
failing for the Indies, when a vcflel, 
which had been fuppofed to be loft, enter- 


Chartres, however, had the felicity of procuring :a- 
ftantly the releafe of one of thefe prifoners, and of 
contributing to that of another, 
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faw in the treafury of the church. Pil- 
grimages are ftill made to this place, and 
we were loaded with medals and little 
filver fhells, which are given to pilgrims 
on fuch occafions. . . . . : 
We obtained for a number of prifoners a 
permiffion which they requefted with 
earneftnefs, that of accompanying us to 
the bottom of the caftle. Among them 
was one who had been confined fifteen 
months, without having been once fuf- 
fered to leave the 1op of the fort. When 
he found himfelf out of the convent upon 
the little efplanade, and parucularly 
when he faw the grafs on the fteps of the 
defcent, he felt an emotion of joy that no 
words can defcribe; he gave me his 
arm, aud exclaimed with tranfport ar 
every ftep, Ob, how deleghtful it ts to 
walk upon the graji*! 

lam 


® On our arrival at Pans, we made various at- 


teoypts in his fasour, but to no purpofe. M. de 
Chartres, 
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Tam charmed with having had an op- 
portunity of feeing this melancholy but 
fingular place, this amphibious caflle, 
rejected in turns both by the fea and 
Jand; for this mountun, ciming one 
part of the day, 1s an ifolated ifland in 
the midft of the waves, and during the 
other put is deferted by the water, and 


fituated on a vaft catent of dry land. 


Landatie, 8 Sepremher 1798, 

~ 2 «© WEhavetcen at Soint Malo 
avery fingular inQfance of what my be 
done by adtivity and induftiy unwed. 
Fifteen years ago, a merchant cf the 
name of Dubois lived in thattown, wLofe 
affuirs were in a iuinous flate. Finding 
himfelf deflitute, he was on the pornt of 
failing for the Indies, when a vcilel, 
which had been fuppofed to be loft, cnter- 


Chartres, however, had the felicity of procuring in- 
flantly the releafe of one of thefe prifoners, and of 
contributing to that of another. 

13 ed 
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ed the port. Dubois was one of the prin- 
cipal propuetors of this veffel, which had 
guned fuch iammenfe wealih, that his 
fhare amounted to fix hundred thoufand 
livres (25,0001.). With this fum he 
made other adventures, in which he was 
fucecistul. Lie then obtained permiffion 
to conftrudt a poit at his own expence, 
at a place called AZontmorin, a fhoit 
league fiom Saint Malo. This port is 
finithed, and 1s an exact miniature re- 
femblance of that of Breft. Dubois has 
built there a handfome houfe, in which 
he refides, and his occupation is that of 
building fhips for fale. This portion of 
land, acquired by labour and induftry, 
18 thus become the property of Dubois, 
and is a kind of republic founded and 
governed by himnfelf. The workmen 
are numerous, for every thing 1s manu- 
factured on the fpot; ropes, cables, fails, 
mais, planks, &c. He lends money to 
naval adventurers, who in that cafe lay 
up their vetlels in his harbour as a fecu- 


rity 
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uty for the repayment. There are fix 
of this kind at this moment inthe harbour, 
with flags of different nattons. This 
fingular man is extremely hofpitab-e, 
and receives flrangeis and thofe who 
come to fee hun with the greateft civility. 


. ° ° e e . ° e e . . . 





Tours, 16 Scptemder 1788. 

ae ae oe GAILLON is a fin- 
gular village, within the diftrit ot the 
little town of Langeais. All the honfes 
of Gaillon are built in the rock, which 
gives them a very extraordinary appear- 
ance: the duvis to fume of them ale at 
a confiderable height, and there is no 
way of afcending but by means of a 
moveable ladder, which is taken away 
at might. Many of thefe doors are no- 
thing more than large branches of trees 
crofing each other, which gives a wild 
and uncivilized air, that 1s in my opinion 
very agreeable. . . 2. . . . We 
14 faw 
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faw another village of this kind in the 
Jaft ftage but one before our arrival at 
Tours, called Saint Etienne le rechigné. 
We alighted from the carriage, and en- 
tered one of thefe extraordinary habita- 
tions: it was very neat in the infide, 
and the room into which we were ad- 
“mitted was of a tolerable fize: fuch a 
room they told us might be dug with 
eafe by wo men in five months, 





Paris, 3 Ofeber 1788, 


» + + « « « WE have been to- 
daytothe Sorbonne. . . . . The 
church is beautiful, and is a miniature 
feprefentation of Saint Paul’s at Lon- 
don, and confeqnently of Saint Peter's 
at ‘Rome. The monument of Cardinal 
@e Richelieu, by Girardon, is greatly 
toferior to bis reputation. It is com- 
pofed of three figures, Religion fup- 
porting the Catdinal, and Science la- 

menting 
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menung his death: the latter figure is 
in a fine attitude, and has great ex- 
preffion; but the defign is in a bad 
tafte, and the figure clumfy and heavy . 
the arm upon which the head ts reclined 
is ndiculoufly thoit; the diapery of the 
cardinal, which falls in innumerable 
folds, deferves no etimation: the figure 
of Religion is cold and unmeaning. 
M. Myris has obfeived to you that the’ 
figure of Science 1s fervilely copied 
fiom Pouffin, being a figure i one 
of his facraments—(be Evtrensie UniFron. 
Poufin died in 1665, and the monu- 
ment of Cardinal de Ruchelieu was 
erected 1694. . «© . In the internal 
government of ibe Sorbonne there is a 
particular that deferves to be noticed. 
The prior is always chofen from the 
youngefl members of the focicty; he 
continues in the office fora year; buc 
the fundlions annexed to it are dif- 
charged by certain old and expeiicnced 
‘members. In this we have prefented to 

15 Ub 
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us an excellent moral: they accord to 
youth the general object of its ambition, 
honour and diflinG@ion; to age and 
mature experience they entruft the con- 
duct of affairs. 


a ee are 


Paris, 21 O@ober 1788. 


We have this day vifited the pnfon 
of Vincennes; we finit faw the dungeon. 
We were ia the aparta ent that was ine 
habited by the great Conde: that of 
Cardinal Ket: 1s no longer known. 
Thefe apartments hive three maffive 
doors completely ftudded with iron; 
each having, befide a lock, three enor- 
mous bolts. The chimneys are grated 
up on the infide; the windows ex- 
tremely high, very fmall, and fortified 
with three rows of iron bars. When 
we confider all this, we are aftonifhed 
that a prifoner fhould ever have formed 

the 
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the project of making his efcape: but 
the beautiful verfe of Dante, 


Lafciate ogni fperanzi voi qu’ entrate * ! 


is only applicable to hell; and there is 
no door of a piifon upon which it can 
with propriety be written. As Jong as 
he breathes man prelerves and cherithes 
hope; and this at Icaft is a blefling of 
which tyrants have not the power to 
rob him. 





Parts, 34 O@ober 1488. 

- « + » « WE have been to the 
Luxembourg to fee the gallery of Ru- 
bens, containing a complete hiftory of 
Mary de Medicis. The following are 
the moft excellent of thefe paintings : 
That in which Love fhews to Henry 
the portrait of Mary de Medicis; while 
Wifdom, under the figure of Minerva, 
sppeais to recommend to the king a 


® Farewel hope to thofe who ester here! 
16 union 
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union with this princefs. The eccouche- 
ment of the queen is a chef d’auvre 
worthy the reputation of this great artift. 
We fee diftinétly in the countenance of 
the queen the two expreffions of joy 
and fuffering. The head is turned a 
little afide, and the body full in front ; 
an attitude that is commonly devoid of 
grace, but this figure is grace itfelf: it 
has alfo an air of deyection perfectly in 
nature. Behind the queen ftands Lu- 
cina, whofe cold and tranquil vifage 
forms an excellent contraft with that of 
the princefs, which is full of expreffion. 
The apotheofis of Henry the Fourth 1s 
aifo an admilable picture. 2 2 2. 


Paris, 13 November 1788, 

- «+ « «+ TO Saint Roche. 

Saw ie tomb of Madame de la Vive, 
who died at the age of twenty. The 
bas-relief reprefents Time cutting off a 
rofe; a very abfurd allegory, for the 
7 rofe 
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rofe is here the emblem of early youth, 
and it 1s not Time that withers and de- 
ftroys youth. Time, with its {cythe cute 
ting down an oak, would be, upon the 
tomb of an aged perfon, a more juit 
allegory. 


14 April 1789. 

» + 2 » © WENT 00 a fale of 
pictures with M. Lebrun. . 2... a 
We faw there a cat in poicelain, the 
price of which was a thoufand crowns, 
which the connoiffeurs fay is not too 
much, though the defign 1s wretched ; 
but its beauty confifts in a certain violet 
hue, which renders this furt of china 
very valuable. We have laughed, dur- 
ing our lectures, at the abfurd tafte of 
the ancients for myrrbin vafes*#; but 


* Brittle vafes that were in high eflimation. 
Nero purchafed a great number at a very enormous 
price; and his favourite, Petronius, gave for one 
three hundred talents, or feven hundred and twenty 
thoufand hyres (40,0001.). 

thefe 
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thefe vafes were at leaft of a beautiful 
form, and might be applied to fome ufe, 
whereas cats, monkeys, toads, and frogs, 
of ancient porcelain, for which an exor- 
bitant price 1s given, are very clumfily 
made, and reprefent very defpicable ob- 
jects. It is truly abfurd to efteem a 
trifling and difagreeable objeét, merely 
becaufe it is rare. I truft that you wall 
never indulge fuch ridiculous whims, 
but, on the contrary, that your tafte wall 
be rational and noble ; that if you pur- 
chafe pictures, you will not prefer to 
graceful and heroical fubjects, cook- 
maids, tobacco-fmokers, and fifh-women; 
that you will nor fill your cabinets with 
toys and china, and glafs beads, and 
riffue, &c.; and thac when we enter 
your houfe, we fhall not imagine our- 
felves in the apartment of a filly woman 
full.of childith and ridiculous fancies. . 


e ° e e . rs . e . ° . . Co 


FROM 
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Saint-Affiffe, Saint-Por’, ten leagues 
from Paru, 13 March 1790. 

2 oe e © « « FROM Saint Af- 
file we went on foot by the woods to 
Saint Port, to fee an interefting monu- 
ment in the church crected by my aunt. 
In this edifice, in purfiance of his will, 
the heart of the lace Duke d’Orleans lias 
been buned. Jn the article of his will: 
expreffive of this difpofition, he has 
added his bepe that the afkes of the lady 
of the manor would hereafter be umted te 
bis oxen, You defcend a few fteps which 
are terminated by 2 marble cvor belong- 
ing to the vaulc, the door 1s detached 
from its place im the frame, and lies on 
one fide; thus ingemoufly exprefling 
that the vault is ftill kept ope to ree 
ceive the body of another inmate, an idea 
which couid not have been more hap- 
pily conveyed. On the door is infcribed 
the aricle of the will of the late duke 
which refers to this fubjett; and this 

if{crip- 
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infcription feems alfo to be a lucky 
thought. Ac the conclufion of the ex- 
tract my aunt has farther fubjoined :— 
This monument is confecrated to this noble 
'perfonage, with Jentiments of grief, refpel?, 
and gratitude, in expectation of the moment 
when bis laft difpofitions fhall be ultimately 
obeyed. Anftead of the laft claufe, I 
fhould have been glad that it had been 
termed thus: m expecfaticn of the moment 
when this door fhall clofe never to be opened 
more. It feems to me that this ftyle 
would have furted the fubyeét, and fug- 
gefted a more awful idea. In other 
refpets, the general idea is new and 
ftriking, and worthy of the underfland- 
ing and character of her in whofe mind 
it originated. 


260b. 

ss 6 «6 « « THIS garden, laid 
-out in the Englith tafte, would be very 
beautiful if it was lefs crowded, and had 
‘fewer narrow winding paths, which is 
the 
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the common defect of almoft all gar- 
dens of this kind in Fiance. There is 
in it a tomb in white matble of a hile 
dog. Thefe puertlines are extremely 
abfurd; and I hope tat my pupils, 
fhould they ever torm a gaiden, will 
reject fuch frivolous ornaments which, 
common as they are, are proofs of a very 
corrupt tafte. 





27th, 

- . . « - TAM hhocked when 

I fee a melancholy event made the fub- 
ject of an ornament in a garden, as the 
death of a mother, achild, &c.; unlefs 
the monument is placed in a foliary 
fituation, and feparated fiom the garden, 
It is an act of profanation to expofe it 
to the view of every one that pafics, 
For if an entertainment be given in the 
garden, the company will dance and 
fing, with this monument of forrow and 
death before their eyes ; the daily viftors 
will indulge in gay converfation at*the 
foot 
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foot of this funeral column ; and if it 
be well executed, we fhall hear them 
continually repeating : —The fituation of 
this monument bas a charming effec?. A\\ 
this is terrible: good tafte is always 
offended with indecorum, particularly ia 
things of fentiment. 





2814, 

- « « « « AT the other extre- 
mity of the garden is a handfome ruttic 
temple, the infide of which is delightful. 
It is dedigated to Hope; in the repre- 
fentation of which the artift has difplayed 
great ingenuity. She is leaning upon 
an anchor; at her feet is a bird’s neft, 
emblematical of the pureft and fweeteft 
hope of life, that of maternal love ; and 
as hope is too often founded on illufions, 
the figure is furrounded by chimeras *, 
The chimerical perfonages are intro- 


* Reprefented under the form that fable defcribes 
theme 


duced 


of the Princes. 287 


duced upon a {mall fcale as acceffories, 
and are painted in the Tufcan manner. 
There are four: one figure holds ats 
chimera clofely embraced, another is 
in the aét of carefling and exprefling 
affection ; a third is giving it fuck; and 
a fourth whipping its chimera with a 
bouquet of rofes. This laft idea wants 
clearnefs and perfpicuity ; and 1 fhould 
have been better pleafed if the painter 
for his fourth fubjeét had found fome 
mode of exprefling the unhappinefs of 
him who had ridded himfelf of his 
chimera. The group recals to our me- 
mory the fine idea of Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds, who has reprefented Hope with 
her arms ftretched out towards heaven, 
and her eyes fixed with eagernefs upon 
the fleeting clouds. The vaguenefs of 
this idea conftirutes its beauty, and ad- 
murably typifies the nature of Hope, 
which has always in it fomething loofe, 
undecided, and uncertain. 


WE 
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12 Fune 1789. 
o + « « © WE have feen in the 
cell of one of the monks of this convent 
a refinement of cruelty of which I could 
have formed no idea. This monk hasa 
canary bird, which he has confined ina 
cage for ten years. The poor bird has 
for a perch a flender rod of wood fuf- 
pended like the beam of a balance; 
when he alights at one end, the perch 
by its motion opens the door on the op- 
pofite fide of the cage, and the bird flies 
eagerly towards this door, which fhuts the 
moment he quits the extremity of the ha- 
‘lance: the canary bird then alights on 
.theotherextremity of the perch, and inlike 
‘gmanner opens a door on the contrary fide. 
Thus has this unfortunate litde prifoner 
continually before him the image of 
liberty, without being ever able go enjoy 
it! Thrs ftruck me as a diaboligit ia- 
ventions It is probable that the i 
wears with regret the chain he bas taken, 
arel 
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and that his foul, envenomed by this 
regret, is become cruel. Vices produced 
by reftraint and flavery have a character 
of meannefs not to be feen in men that 
are free. 

Chaillot, Convent of Saint BLiry, 13 Fuly 1789. 

ee oe ee . A FEW days ago 
we were at the Champ de Mars, to fce 
the works that are carrying on: it ex- 
hibited a ftriking and pathetic piure, 
and I could not help pitying thofe whom 
a party fpuit renders incapable of en- 
joying the delicious fenfauions we felt. 
Wheelbarrows were offered to my pu- 
pils, who immediately went to work, 
and that not in jelt, but with ferious 
application, and for the fpace of an 
hour. 





18 Augufi 178g. 

WE have been to Ivri-fur-Seine to 
fee the houfe of M. D*¥** . . . 
The 
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The gardens are large, but exhibit no 
inequality of furface; on the contrary, 
it is one continued level: there are 
however fome fuperb forefts which have 
a very majeftic appearance, There are va- 
rious little erections, cottages, &c. that do 
not at all correfpond with their ficuation, 
which is grand and noble, and by no 
means ruftic and picturefque. I could 
with that grafs were fown, and a beauti- 
ful temple of Druids erected on the 
moft majeftic fite. An Englith garden 
can never be beautiful unlefs the artifi- 
cial erections correfpond with their fitu- 
ation and the nature of the landfcape; 
a rule that is too commonly neglected. 
A ruin in a folitary place, and fur- 
rounded with old trees, would have a 
much happier effect than in the front of 
a houfe, or in the midit of a new plan- 
tation: grottos, cafcades, and rocks, 
fhould be environed by mountains and 
precipices: a pyramid, or an obelik, 
denyands a noble fite, and not a rural 

land- 
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Jandfcape : it is abfurd to place a Chi- 
nefe pavilion on a fpot that Nature has 
deferted: in fhort, the fitting and the 
probable fhould in all cafes be taken 
into the confideration, or nothing will 
be produced but gewgaws or monflers. 





23 July 1789. 

- + »« . +» DEPARTED from 
Pont-aux- Dames at cleven o’clock, paf- 
fed Chapelle fur Crecy, which is a charm- 
ing houfe , topped three hours and a half 
at Maxpertsus: the houfe is a pleafing 
one, and the gardens vaft and delight- 
ful. We firft walked in the Elyfium, 
which is the moft beautiful part. Ie is 
a large wood, the ground of which is 
extremely unequal ; but the flopes and 
afcents are gentle, and not at all fa- 
uguing. The wood is formed by trees 
of a mo majeltic fize and height, 
there are young trees inter{perfed among 
them, and fmali clumps of willows of a 
different 
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different verdure. The paths are inter- 
feted by an infinite number of ftreams, 
and frequently by a river fo large, that 
every now and then we had to pafs ruftic 
bridges placed acrofs. At every flep you 
perceive fountains of a clear water, which 
are formed into cafcades, and are always 
flowing. One thing [ remarked in the 
Elyfium which appears to me ingenious : 
there is a fingle place in which it was 
impoffible to hide the wall that forms 
the inclofure; the wall is very high, 
and fuggefted the idea of converting 
it into an ornament. In that place the’ 
ground ts confiderably rifing, and the wall 
appearing only from the top of the hill 
is crowned with parapets, and flanked 
at one end by a fort with cannon. No- 
thing is wanting to enhance the effec 
but thit the foit fhould have been 
larger, it being too mean in proportion 
to the oliects that furround it. In the 
Elyfium there ts alfo a ruftic temple, 
fupported with trunks of trees, inftead 

of 
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of columns: the idea is common and 
trite, and I cannot fay pleafes me, the 
general effect partaking of a magnifi- 
cence little congruous to the rudenefs 
of the materials. Undonbredly, they 
thought a building wanting in this place, 
which fhould neither exhibu an exquis 
fite refinement, not be altogether coarfe: 
and this idea is tafteful and good, for 
the wood, though rural in its general 
features, has I know not what of clegant 
and ftruking am ait, that would have all 
afforted with a fimple cottage. But 
however we judge of the temple, its 
fituation 1s ceriainly delicious 5 1t 1s fur- 
rounded with cafcades of a f{parklingy 
beauty, the water of which 1s pleaf- 
ing both to the eye and the palate. We 
dined in this temple, and the gardener 
told us that the place was always open 
to the curious; and that every one, 
without being known to the matter of 
the houfe, might bring his dinner and 
eat it in what part of the garden he 

VOL. UI. K Ppleafed : 
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pleafed : this procecding is full of affa- 
blenefs and hofpitality. As we afcend 
to the higheft part of the Elyfium, the 
fcene infenfibly changes its features, 
and, as we advance farther, wears a ro- 
mantic and uncultivated air. At the end 
is ahermitage filent and tranquil, and 
at its foot a beautiful fountain. It is 
pity that the flatue which 1s placed here 
is not better; and perhaps, in a retreat 
where the hand of nature only is vifible, 
and which looks like the dwelling of fome 
fhepherd fwain, a fountain covered with 
mofs,and halffalling intoruins, would have 
been more (uitable than the marble bafin, 
which has too new and too polithed an air, 
When we left the Elyfium, we followed a 
path that Jed us to a magnificent bridge, 
from which is prefented to our view 
the moft beautiful fcene in the whole 
garden. In front of the bridge is a 
grand maufoleum, round which flows 
the water of the river. The maufoleum 
in itfelf would have been but a trifling 

and 
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and a common object, but this fituation 
renders it original and new; and the 
invention Is the more ingenious becaufe 
the perfon to whom it was erected was 
an admiral, Admisal de Coltgni, whofe 
remains are actually depofited in this 
monument: the interior of the maufo- 
Jeum is not lefs beautiful. To the nght 
of the bridge 1s a majeflic pyramid, with 
avery handfome door, and an arcade of 
columns; the infide 1s a grotto, and ts 
very ftriking from its leftinefs, its gran- 
deur, and the beauty of the firifhing. 
There is another door of lefs fplendid 
ftruéture, which looks upon a country 
rude, rugged, and barren. The other 
parts of the garden are not fo beautiful, 
bur they are all agiecable, and the whole 
defign was formed by M. de Montef- 
quiou himfelf. M.de **®, in a ran- 
dom remark, made the fineft culogium 
of this delicious folitude. Animated 
with the enthufiafm of the fcene, he 
cried—No, it is not poffible that the con- 

K2 briver 
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be a man of ambition! It was a charm- 
ing obfervation, for nothing can be 
more natural than to conceive that he 
who was able to defign fuch a retreat 
could feel little pleafure in the tumule 
of a court. The inexpreMfible beauty 
which adds the higheft grace to this 
fpot no words can defuibe, becaufe it 
depends chiefly upon the delicate, but 
never-failing talte that formed the out- 
line, and diftiibuted the paits. It is 
thus in all productions of excellence, 
every thing feems {pontaneous, yct no- 
thing 1s done without matuie defign ; 
hence they appear mch without profu- 
fion, various without iniegularity, har- 
monious and complcte in all their parts, 
as well as in the great whole. We alfo 
obferved that there was an air of nobility 
that more or lefs diffufed atfelf over the 
fpot ; and of which you might difcover 
the features even in thofe parts that 
feemed moft rude and negle€ted. There 

was 
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was not a fingle {cene in the petty tate 
of a Dutch or a Flemifh painting; in- 
deed never upon any occafion have I 
feen fo thoroughly realized the woods, 
the meadows, the thickets, which Pouffin 
has painted and the beft pacts detcribe : 
every thing fueceits to us the period of 
heroes and the golden ace, 2 wee 


Manupertius is fifteen leagues from Paris, 
and the road to it is remarkabiy good. 


6 September 1799. 
ee a wo WE have been for doure 
days at Charenton with the Fathers of 
Charity. . . . Thefe fathers athued 
us that the raving lunatics were com- 
monly cured, but the tranquil or melan- 
choly ones feldom or ever. The reafon 
is, that for the former there are phyfical 
remedies which are univerfally known, 
as bleeding, the ice bath, &c. but for the 
latter the remedies muft be moral ones, 
andthe phyficians philofophers: fuch phy- 

K 3 ficians 
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ficians however are feldom found among 
the faculty, and are not attired in the re- 
galia of the college. From what I ob- 
ferved in this houfe, 1 appeared to me 
impoffible that the melancholy lunatics 
fhould ever recover their reafon. With- 
out perceiving the confequences of fo 
ciuel a practice, their madnefs is made 4 
fubje&t of amufement; perfons draw 
them into converfation, reply to their 
vague and extravagant fallies, talk madly 
with them, and thus augment and radi~ 
cate the diflemper. I have had the care 
of many children and grown perfons de- 
lirious from a fever, and I have always 
obferved that by contunually talking to 
them and anfwering them, as nurfes 
commonly do, the delirium has been in- 
creafed, whereas by mildly perfuading 
them to be filent, by pacifying and 
foothing them, by replying to them ina 
proper manner, and fo as to preferve the 
thread of the difcourfe, the delirium has 
always abated, and often totally fubfided. 

The 
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The monks told us an extraordinary cirs 
cumftance, which is, thit by threatening 
them with the cold bath and other pu- 
nifhments, they obtained from the moft 
raving and unmanageable pauents five 
hours perfect filence and quict every 
night: this mode was adopted that thofe 
who were difpofed to fleep might not be 
difturbed by their ciics. If this fa be 
not exaggerated, and I helieve it not to , 
be, for all the monks affirred us of its 
truth, it proves that in the moft perfect 
derangement of intelleé&t man (ill pre- 
ferves fome remus of rafon and felf 
government. . . . We taw a fpe- 
cies of madnefs of a novel hind, in a 
young ariftocrat rendered infane by the 
revoluuon, and I believe beyond the 
power of cure. His madnefs 1s that of 
fuppofing himfelf to be dying, and that 
the earth is opening to fwallow him up. 
He is continually feeling his pulfe, and 
faying ina firfied voice: Ide. . . T 


K 4 Sink 
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fink mto the earth, . . . ~. and he 
Jays hold of the obyeét neareft him in a 
manner ftrikingly expreffive of grcf and 
terror. We {ele for him ftrong emotions of 
pity; but we flattered ourfelves that were 
the head of a democrat to be deranged, 
he would not difplay this finifter kind of 
madnefs ; patriotifm and the love of h- 
berry would preferve a character of fub- 
limaty more like the enthutiafin of infpi- 
ration than the fombre reveries of a vul- 
gar maniac. 


2y September 1790. 


+ -« « « “DHE chateau (of Chilly), 
of which Metezeau was the architect, was 
bunlt by Marfhal d’Efiiat, fuperintendant 
of the finances, It is remarkable that 
all the fuperb houfes, refembling our 
royal palaces, have been built by fuper- 
intendants or comptrollers general of 

the 
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the finances *, a fpectacle which, thanks 
to the national affembly, we fhalf never 
more behold. Thefe men mut have 
had an aftonifhing degree of effiontery 
to have thus difplayed, with fo much 
pomp and {plendour, the fruits of their 
depredations. When the ariftocrats boaft 
of the edvantage of the old order of things, 
we fhould fend them to Vaux, Chilly, 
Maifons and other places, where are to 
be feen thefe fhameful monuments of the 
infatrable cupidity of placemen, the im- 
becility of kings, and the opprefiion of 
the people. 1] would fend them on this 
excurfion not to convert them, for thus 
prodigality is the thing they regret, but 
at Jeaft to thame them into filence. 


* There are among other inflances (befide 
Chilly}, Maifons, which coft twenty-two millions 
(916,606), Waux- Prabn, eaghtecn millions 
(750,0001.), &c. &e. 
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4 November 14G0. 

SINCE the month of February of the 
prefent year 1790, we have travelled, to 
{ce new houfes and other cuniofities, fix 
handted and twenty leagues, exclufive of 
our excurfions to places with which we 
were already acquainted, and our various 
journeys from Sunt Leu to Paris. In 
the courfe of our travels we have had 
occafion to make one general remark 
which has led to very ufeful 1eflections : 
In the numerous villages through which 
we have pafied we have uniformly found 
the peafants mild, affable and obliging 
where the fvignors have been generous 
and beloved; but where thefe fergnois 
have been tyrants and detefted, we have 
found the peafants difobliging and churl- 
ifh. Tyranny is not only hateful becaufe 
it is unjuft, but becaufe it fours and con- 
tracts the hearts of thofe whom it bends 
to 
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to its yoke: it is impoMible to degrade 
and opprefs men without at the fame ume 
colrupting them. 


Enid of the Extrads from the Journals of 
cur Trarels*. 


* Hf the mits of this wors would have permitted, 
T would have infertcd im th fe extracts a defunption 
of ie berutful gardens of Damprere, Mercville, 
Bayes, Raincy, Villeror, &c but thefe fill be given 
in another work, which it is my satention to publith 
em about cightecy months 
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Summary of the Courfe of Studies I purfued 
with my Pupils, and the Treaties I 
wrote for their Inftruffion. 


THE general end of ftudy is to form 
the underftanding and the heart ; that Is, 
to cultivate, extend and perfect the ine 
telle€ltual faculues of the pupil, and to 
prefent to him during the courfe of his 
education a complete fyftem of morality ; 
in fine, to furnsth him with refources in 
adverfity, with prefervatives agun{t wea- 
rifomenefs and the paffions, and of con- 
fequence to infpire him with a tafte for 
literature, the fine arts, and every other 
fource of moral amnfement. In general, 
every individi al well orgamized is en- 
dowed with a propenfity and aptitude to 
a particular fuience, o1 difcovers a ta- 
lent of fome hind or other. Ik is of im- 
portance that we fhould find out what 


this 
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this propenfity is, chat ic may be placed 
in actions and we cannot fucceed in this 
enquiry but, by means of a very extenfive 
and diverfified plan of ftudies. This is 
precifely what I have done for my pupils. 
In this plan were included the living and 
dead languages, hiftory, mythology, lite- 
rature, natural hiftory in general, botany, 
chemifiry, natural philofophy, geogra- 
phy, civil law, drawing, architecture, 
the mechanical arts, pharmacy, &c. I. 
was defirous at the fame time that they 
fhould neglect no bodily exercifes that 
might develop and augment their phy fi- 
cal ftrength. This was embracing an in- 
finity of objects; but I concerved that by 
reforming abfurd practices and defective 
methods, by employing various new 
means which I had airanged in my head, 
by making all their recreations inftruc- 
tive, and by devoting myfelf wholly to 
my pupils, I fhould eafily accomphifh this 
enteiprife. I am not qualified to judge 
of the proficieney they have made in 

Latin: 


206 Fournal of Edacation 


Latin: having no knowledge of this 
tongue I prefided not in their ftudies. 
Tam as little acquainted with Greek, and 
yet Iwas not ufelefs tothem with refpect 
to that language. J wilhed them to learn 
it; but they felt no predilection but for 
living languages. That I might excite in 
them a defire for this acquifition, I be- 
thought myfelf of a ftratagem: I pre- 
tended that, in order to be mirftrefs of 
the etymology of an infinite number of 
words in our own language which are de- 
rived from this fource, as the terms of 
medicine, anatomy, and many other 
arts, L was refolutely determined to learn 
Greek. I accordingly engaged a matter, 
and took leffons from him for two 
months. During all this time I never 
{poke of the Greek language but with 
rapture, and frequently enlarged with 
emphafis upon the delights of my pro- 
grefs and the pleafure I found in the in- 
veftigation of Greek roots. Meanwhile 
they perceived with furprife that I read 

7 fluently 
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fluently the ftrange and uncouth charac- 
ters in which this language is written: 
it is true that my fcience extended only 
to the alphabet and a {mall number of 
words in the language: bue to them I 
appeared a Stephanus in petticoats. They 
requefted me to teach them what I 
knew: JI confented, and at the end of a 
month they wifhed to receive inftructions 
from a mafter. J muft obferve here, thas 
if you with children to learn a gieat many’ 
things at a time, itas neceffary artfully 
to induce them to propofe the Rudy and 
defire mafteis themfelves; and when 
they do this, you ought to tell them that 
you cannot confent to their requeft but 
on condition they will promafe to perfe- 
vere in this new ftudy of voluntary 
choice, becaufe there ts fomething weak, 
and of confequence fomething fhameful, 
in renouncing a purpofe in which we 
have {pontaneoufly engaged. If this ftra- 
tagem be not employed, children, to 
whom it is intended to give a very mif- 

cellaneous 
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cellaneous education, will find them- 
felves overloaded with ftudies, and will 
conceive difguft and averfion. I would 
not have recourfe to this artifice in mat- 
ters of abfolute neceflity or reputed to be 
fuch, as Latin in the education of men, 
hiftory, geography, &c. but I would em- 
ploy it in relation to al} thofe inftructions 
which it is not accounted fhameful to be 
without. My pupils took two Greek lef- 
fons a day, and generally that of the af- 
ternoon in my prefence, as well as the 
Englith, Itahan *, and German Seffons, 
languages of which they have a perfect 
knowledge, particularly the two laft. It 
is impoffible in this place to give a mi- 
nute account of the methods I purfued : 


* To engage them to learn Italian, I undertook 
to infru& them myfelf in the elements of this lan- 
guage for the {pace of three months and a half, and 
have frequently fupplied the place of the Englihh 
and Italian mafters, in cafe of abfence or indifpo- 
fition. 


6 this 
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this will be the fubje& of a work in two 
volumes, which I fhall one day publifh. 
Ihave, unaffifted by any one, taught my 
pupils hiftory, mythology, and every 
thing appertaining to literature, and I 
will venture to affirm with a minute at- 
tention and ftudy thac are without ex- 
ample both in public and private edu- 
cation. I donot believe it pofiible for a 
perfon to be better informed in this re- 
fpect than M. de Chartres, confidering 
his cge. It is true that his leffons were pe- 
culiaily agreeable to him, and fuch they 
will always be when we take care to mix 
with them refearches not to be found in 
any elementary book, and to relieve 
them by converfation. Befide the read- 
ings of two hours or two hours and @ 
half every day, befide the chronological 
abridgments which I compofed for them 
to learn by heart, I contrived relative to 
hiftory and mythology a comprehenfive 
table, containing hints of all that was 


fingular and curious in thefe fciences. 
This 
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This catalogue I called 4 Tadle of Me- 
moranda. \ read fucceffively to my pu- 
pils thefe heads, and they related from 
memory the incidents to which they re- 
ferred. For example, I read the fol- 
lowing article: Bgeus; fasl of the foip. 
The pupil recites the particulars of the 
return of Thefeus, conqueror of the Mi- 
notaur, and of the death of /Egeus, 
caufed by Thefeus forgetting to change 
the black fails of his veffels for white, 
&c. I read again: Chilon, paternal love, 
admirable infeription. ‘The pupil relates 
that Chilon died with joy on embracing 
his fon, who had come off victor in the 
Olympic games; and that co this fame 
Chilon is attributed the infcription en- 
graven on the doors of the Temple of 
Delphos: Know thyfeif. Thefe mitances 
may fuffice to give an idea of my plan, 
from which 1 derived the greateft uti- 
lity. The table fhould contain hints only 
to excite the memory, and not tell che 
ftory afreth, as its title implies, This 

kind 
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kind of exercife, while ic ftrengthens the 
memory, will at the fame time reach the 
pupil to exprefs himfelf with facitity and 
purity, becaufe the preceptor will be 
careful to point out to him every impro- 
prety of language. —TI have caufed a 
magic lantern to be conftructed, includ 
ing in it a double advantage, that of 
prefenting inftrudtive fudts to the mind, 
and of offering to the eye figures delb 
neated in a pure ftyle of defign, with an 
accurate obfervance of the coftuma. My 
pupils, at their recreations, amufe thems 
felves with explaining this magic lan- 
tern, which contains the principal events 
in facred and Grecian hiftory +. The 


* I had formed a plan of reprefenting in che 
manner of the ombres chinoifer the moft ftriking inei- 
dents of fabulous hiftory ; but the perfecutious and 
mortifications I have undergone for two years paft, 
have not left me enough of Ieifure and tranquillity 
to employ myfelf in matters of mere amufement, 
which, however ufeful, were of the nature of recre- 
ations. 
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tapeftry of the chamber of Mademoi- 
felle d’Orleans, at Belle Chaffe, repre- 
fents all the great men of the Roman 
republic, and all the emperors and em- 
prefles in regular fucceffion down to 
Conftantuine the Great. The heads are 
profiles, foimed from antique medals fo 
that the refemblance is preierved. Vhe 
{creens of the fame apartment reprefent 
the fucceffion of the kings of France. In 
all thefe collections the correfponding 
dates are placed. To neglect no means 
of inftruction, the copies fiom which my 
pupils learned to write were upon the 
fubject of hiftory, mythology, and geo- 
graphy, and were felected from my ex- 
tracts ; all thefe copies have in the courfe 
of their education been tranfcribed by 
them a great many times. With refpect 
to literature, I have fuccelsfully purfued 
the method which I pointed out eleven 
years ago in one of my publications. I 
began by reading to them all the poets 
and authors of the third and fecond or- 

der. 
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der. During thefe readings I endea- 
voured co cultivate in them an excellent 
fpirit of criticifm: we had fufficient op- 
portunities of exercifing it; and as it is 
much eafier to perceive the defects of a 
moderate work than to feel and difcri- 
muinate the beauties of a firft-rate writer, 
they were foon very competent judges of 
the plays of Mademoifelle Barber, la 
Grange Chancel, Campiftron, Antreau, 
and other authors of this clafs ; but they 
would certainly at the fame age have 
been very imperfect judges of Corneille, 
Racine, Voltatre, Crebillon, Ja Fon- 
taine, Mohiere, &c. A perfon who learns 
a language, however great may be his 
penetration, begins with explatning fuch 
books in it as are of inferior reputation ; 
he referves the reading of the beft works 
tll he knows cnough of the language to 
Gifcover all its delicacies and feel its 
harmony. Is it to be fuppofed that a 
child of eleven years can tafte this kind 
of beauty even in his own tongue? That 


he 


214 Fournal of Education 


he fhould perceive excellencies which 
can neither be analyfed nor defined; 
for example, the undefinednels of idea 
which conftitutes the fublimity of Rouf- 
feau’s odes, and the charm of various 
paffages of Telemachus, and numberlefs 
defcriptions of Buffon? Certainly not ; 
your pupil will not be competent to this 
ull he has read and compared a great 
deal, till you have formed his tafte and 
cultivated in lis mind all the germs of 
fenfibility. 
In reading the firft defcription of books 
I have recommended, we muft be care- 
ful of two things, that our criticifins be 
not puerile and trifling, and that the idea 
of their medtocrity have no influence on 
the judgment, and do not occafion afpe- 
rity and anjuftice. After having read all 
the authors of the fecond clafs, and made 
extracts from them with remarks and re- 
fiections, we proceeded, when my pupils 
bad acquired all the rules neceffary to be 
obferved relative to works of a different 
nature, 
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nature, to a courfe of reading for which 
they waited with extreme impatience, 
that of our great authors. Here it was 
neceilary to guard them againft another 
inconvenience, that of blind admiration, 
Nothing corrupts the tafte and arrefts the 
progrefs of knowledge fo much as preju- 
dice of whatever kind it may be; whe- 
ther it be paruality or contempt, all the 
operations of the mind are fufpended: we 
no longer {ce with our own eyes; no longer 
judge from the underftanding and the 
heart, but renounce all the nobleft facul~ 
ties of man, ‘This 1s a vice from which 
fufficient care 1s not taken to preferve 
young minds. 

Preceptors in general wifh their pupils 
not only to adopt all their opinions, but 
to adopt them without difcuffon or en-~ 
quiry. I am pe:fuaded thatit 1s a fhorter 
and more commodious method to pro- 
nounce dogmatically, than ro give a clear 
and explicit definition, and hear what are 
the thoughts and opinions of the pupil : 

but 
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but to decide and to diate is not to 
convince; and the preceptor who fhall 
proceed in this way will form only men 
of ftupidity and devoid of charater. 
For myfelf, I am certainly defirous that 
my pupil fhould refpect and love me, 
and that he fhould entertain, if poffible, 
a good opinion of my judgment and 
tafte : but whenever he differs from me 
in fentiment, if ic imply no breach of the 
confidence he ought to repofe in me, I 
applaud him; 1] with this fometimes to 
happen, and I fhould even ridicule him 
were I to fee that he implicitly followed 
my judgment in all things. My experi- 
ence, the efteem he has for me, and the 
friendfhip which unites us, lead him to 
hear me with attention, pleafure and 
deference : this 1s all I defire in things 
the moft effential. I am fure of con- 
vincing him ref{pecting any point of mo- 
rality: my reafonings being founded on 
ptinciples which I have deeply rooted in 
his heart, he underftands me before I 

have 
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have done fpeaking, and finifhes what I 
was going to fay, we ftart from the fame 
point, our feelings are fimilar, and it is 
precifely as if I reafoned with myfelf. 
But in arbitrary things, or things of mere 
tafte, where, without any vielation of 
good fenfe, we may be allowed to differ 
in opinion, we do not always think ex- 
adily alike; we then debate and argue, 
and it is thus we have lived tcgether 
fince he attained the age of thirteen or 
fourteen years. If I am unwilling that he 
fhould entertan blind partiality refpect+ 
ing myfelf, if on the contrary I am de- 
firous, as foon as Ins reafoning faculties 
begin to unfold themfelves, thac he 
fhould in gencral examine my opinions 
before he adopts them, it may be fup- 
pofed that I am caieful he fhould 
not contract prejudices of any kind or 
upon any fubyect. In fine, to accuftom 
the pupil to judge for lumfelf, as foon 
as his underftanding appears to be fufi- 
ciently formed, we fhould let the talk 

VoL, TIT, L devolve 


218 Journal of Education 


devolve wholly upon himfelf of remark- 
ing the beauties and faults of the author 
we read with him, contenting ourfelves 
with pointing out to him thofe which he 
paffes over in filence.—I have alfo in- 
ftruéted my pupils in geography, have 
given them a general idea of the man- 
ners and cuftoms of the different people 
of the ancient and modern world, and a 
particular knowledge of all theremarkable 
monuments and natural curtofities to be 
found in Europe and other parts of the 
globe. One of their tutors (M. Alyon) 
taught them the ufe of maps and the 
globes.—I farther undertook to inftruct 
them in every thing 1 knew of natural 
hiftory, that is to fay, the animal king- 
dom, and what was moft curious in the 
phenomena of nature and its fingular 
productions. As to mineralogy I was 
incompetent to the tafk ; bur as I knew 
ah acquaintance with chemiftry to be 
neceffary to that {cience, I caufed a courfe 
fchemical lectures tobe drawn up, which 

I ftu- 
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I ftudied with them, and they were then 
taught the elements of mineralogy*. We 
alfo learned botany together, chrefly at the 
time of our airings and recreations; and I 
attended the leffons that were given them 
in medicine; for I was defirous they 
fhould acquure a knowledge of drugs, 
of the quantity that mizht be taken ae 
once, and particularly ihe danger of mak- 
ing wfe of them. T wifhed them alfo to 
be able to diftinauith from the appear- 
ance of a drug whether it were ftale or 
fieth, that as to fay, flutary or perni- 
cious, that thus they nuight be fecure from 
thote negligences and muftakes which 
have proved fatal to the life of fo many 
andividuals. Medicine is a {cience con- 


* They have Mudied various other chemical courfes, 
1 affilled only io the firit, not with a view of learning 
this fcience, for which I have no inclination, and 
which, Hike all other abftra& f{ciences, is greatly 
above my comprehenfioa; but in order to give my 
pupils a talte for it ; for nothing fo powerfully excites 
the emulation of a child as to find himilf at {cheol 


with his preceptor. 
Lz nected 
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nected with natural hiftory, inafmuch as 
it employs the fubftance of the three 
reigns, and with chemiftry ina{much as 
relates to the compofition and decompo- 
fition of thefe fubitances , and it has over 
both the advantage of philanthropy and 
utility. Iam therefore at a lofs to per- 
ceive why it has hitherto been excluded 
from our fyftems of education. 1 was 
farther defirous that my pupils fhould be 
competent to the performance of phle- 
botomy, and that like the heroes of Ho- 
mer they fhould be at no lofs to apply 
the firft drefing to a wound. With re- 
{pect to anatomy we contented outfelves 
with a {mall number of illuftrations from 
figures moulded in wax, and thofe only 
in relation to the heart, the circulation 
of the blood, and the two organs of hear- 
ing and fight; to which they added a 
regular courfe of myology (in which I 
did not join them), illuftrating it as they 
went along by the fort of figure well 
known among artifts, and having the 

tkin 
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fkin {tript away from one whole fide of 
the body: without this ftudy they could 
not have become peifect im drawing, 
fince from it we leain the exact pofition 
of the mufcles, and are enabled to copy 
them with correctnefs and judement.— 
As mv pupils were deftined one day to 
poffels confiderable fortunes, I wifhed 
them to have a love of the arts: butin 
order to this it 1s neceffury that we under- 
ftand and culrivate the principles of 
thofe arts, otherwile we fhall prefer the 
meaner kind and admire moderate ta- 
lents. My pupils therctore were taught 
drawing, and with an accuracy and truth 
that might give therm eminence, if the 
difpofition were not wanting; but at all 
events a thorough knowledge of this de- 
lightful' and fublime art. “che elements 
of geometry they were taught folely by 
M. Lebrun. They ftudied alfo, without 
me, a courfe of natural philofophy in 
which he prefided, and a courfe of law, 

L 3 com- 
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commenced long before the Revolution, 
and which has fince been continued, add- 
ing to 1t a comparifon between the old 
code andthe new. Thefe leCtures were 
given partly under my infpection and 
partly under that of M. Lebrun, and 
they derived from them great pleafure 
and benefit. 

Such are the ftudies which they have 
regulaily purfued. But they have ac- 
quired other kinds of knowledge under 
a more agreeable name, that is to fay 
during their recreations, which have been 
contiived fo as to be equally inftruc- 
tive and various. In the winter fea-~ 
fon I accompanied them every eight or 
ten days to the Comédie Frangoife, tak- 
ing care to feleé fuch pieces as they had 
never before (cen. During the repre- 
fentation, attentive folely to my pupils, 
} ftudied their fentiments and feelings, 
corrected their ideas when they were er- 
rencous, and the next morning I made 

- them 


of the Princes. 223 


them dictate * an analyfis of the perform. 
ances, which was brought to me and in- 
ftantly corrected. Art other umes we 
fpent part of our mornmgs in vifung 
monuments, fales and collections of pic- 
tures, cabinets of natural hiftory, extra- 
ordinary animals, either at the fairs or 
in private menageries, and laflly manu- 
factories. In our excurfions of this kind 
relative to the arts, we were always ac~ 
companied by a perfon who fiom his ° 
talents, information and tafte, was com» 
petent to direct our judgment reclauve to 


* Till the hand wring of childten be perfectly 
formed they ought not to wnte their compofitions 
themfelves, but diftate them; not only that their 
hand wniting might not be injured, but to accuftom 
them to diGtation ; for we may be able to compofe 
with great facihty when we write ourfelves, and 
may entirely lofe this faulty when we attempt to 
diGtate to an amanouenfis, from want of practices 
Tam myfelf an example of this: I write without 
difficulty in a room full of children reading aloud, 
or with 8 perfon playing upon a harp by my fide; 
but I could not dictate a letter that fhould have com- 


mon fenfe. : 
Lig archi- 
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architecture, fculpture and painting. The 
tombs in the churches, the ftatues and 
pictures we faw, recalled to the minds 
of the children certain leading particu- 
Jars in hiftory and mythology, and the 
eafe with which they difcovered their 
true explanation rendcied it doubly de- 
hhehttul, and led them to perceive the 
unlty and beauty of their courfe of ftu- 
dies. IT alfo found that our vifits to the 
different manufactories were productive 
of one very confiderable benefit to the 
children, diftinét from the knowledge 
they acquired, that of making them 
hardy, and of curing them for ever of a 
thoufand petty delicacies at once incom- 
modious and abfurd. For fix years they 
employed a part of three or four mornings 
in a week in defcending into fubterrane-~ 
ous places, mounting ftaircafes compofed 
of fix or feven ftories, and commonly 
terminated by ladders, traverfing on foot 
large courts covered with mud or fnow, 
&c.: and during all this curiofity led 

them 
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them cheerfully to fupport the incon- 
venience of the ftrongeft and moft dif- 
agreeable fmells (fuch as thofe of tan- 
pits, and places where catgut is prepared 
and foap and candles are manufactured), 
the dampnefs of vaults, the burning heat 
of floves, the deafening noife of hammers 
and anvils, and laftly the rifks which it 1s 
neceffary to encounter in examining cer- 
tain of thefe operations *. I accompa- 
nied them myfelf in all thefe excurfions, 
and they have reaped from them con- 
fiderable advantage ; but the advantage 
would have been greater had I poffeffed 
at fift in this retpect the knowledge I 
have fince acquired, as 1 fhould then 
have given a lyftematic arrangement to 


* Being prefent at a {melting operation at the 
houfe of M. Bouler, filverfmith, M. de Chartres 
went too near to the furnace, and had his leg very 
much burned ; but he took no notice of the accident, 
nor was it difcovered till we came away, and upoa 
perceiving his Rocking toin and bloody. He was 
then thirteen years of age. 
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thefe things, which would have impreffed 
them more ftrongly on the memory. We 
ought to follow the regular courfe pointed 
out to us by the chain that conneéts one 
wade or manufacture with another: an 
interefting picture would thus be exhi- 
bited of the progrefs of human induftry, 
we fhould be taught properly to appre- 
ciate firft difcoveries, and the potter 
would not be defpifed when his humble 
labour was confidered as having given 
rife to the brilliant works of Séves. Ic 
was proper alfo that we fhould pafs from 
the glafs-houfes to the manufactories of 
cryftal, and from thence to the work- 
fhops of Saint Gobin, where you fee large 
quantities of glafs in a ftate of perfect 
fluidity. This thought only occurred 
to me in the laft year of our excurfions ; 
but I repaired the defect as far as it was 
poffible. I had regularly written an ac- 
count of what we faw, and this account 
I took the trouble to compofe afrefh, 
placing the arts and manufactures in the 

order 
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order in which they ought to have been 
feen, and having done this the manu- 
fcript was read by us again and again. 
—The other recreations for the winter 
feafon were billiards, fthuttlecock, &c. the 
ftudy of vegetable hiftory in engravings, 
the amufement of the liftoric magic lan- 
tern, the exhibition of proverbs and pan- 
tomimes of my own writing, the laying 
down plans in relief, the conftruction of 
enamel and various other operations of 
chemiftry in application to the arts, the 
working at turnery and joiners work, and 
the taking to pieces and putting together 
miniature models of palaces : cach mem- 
ber of thefe palaces is marked with a 
number referring to a manufcript cata- 
logue of architectural denominations and 
terms. One perfon has this catalogue 
in his hand, and examines as the 
pupil takes up the member of the builds 
ing, whether or no he call it by its right 
name. In this manner the fchular is not 
only familiarized with the names of the” 

L 6 meme 


228 Fournal of Education 


members and ornaments in the different 
orders, but alfo has a practical leffon 
upon feveral of the geometrical folids. 
Thefe models were made under the di- 
rection of M. Lebrun and conftracted 
with great accuracy ; andthe children who 
take to pieces and put together by way 
of amufement thefe members for ten 
years fucceffively, affuredly learn as much 
of archite€ture as theory can teach, and 
are in no danger of confounding the 
places of the different ornaments which 
they have verified feveral thoufand times, 
Subfequent to the journey we made 
to the coafts of Normandy and Bretagne, 
in which we faw fo many fea ports, and 
examined with minutenefs the works of 
Cherbourg and the dockyards of Brett, 
YOrient, &c. M. d’Orleans gave us a 
very beautiful and accurately conftructed 
model of a man of war, which was fixed 
in a proper fituation at Belle Chaffe, and 
my pupils, uncer the direction of a perfon 
iaftrudted inthe (ubject,amufed themfelves 
three ar fourtimesa week with naming and 
explaining 
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explaining the different parts of its con- 
ftruction.—During the fummer we vie 
fited monafteries, as well as the country 
feats and gardens of the nobility, We 
alfo reprefented plays, confining our- 
felves to the pieces in my Theatre of 
Education. At other times we have re- 
cited in a dramatic form different paf- 
fages in the hiltory of voyages, the fcene 
of exhibition being the garden, and 
every perfon belonging to the houfe . 
taking a character in his turn. The 
play at prifon- bars was alfo one of their 
favourite amufements. I confefs that [ 
entertain a particular partiality for this 
fport, becaufe it 1s capable of confiderable 
moral effect. The perfons engaged may 
difplay in the firft place probity and a 
willingnefs to condemn himfelf, as well 
as courage and a willingnefs to fuffer ra- 
ther than fee others fuffer, fince the par- 
ties are to be arranged fo as to render 
the fkill on both fides equal, fince you 
have an opportunity of pronouncing 

againft 
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again{t yourfeif in all doubtful queftions, 
and of expofing yourfelf to deliver your 
friends. It is of the utmoft importance 
to prefent the game in this point of 
view to the mind of children, to have a 
vigilant eye upon them during the exer- 
cife, and to applaud not him who runs 
with the moft grace, but him who fhews 
himfelf moft hardy, equitable and gene- 
rous. When in the country my pupils 
always took two airings every day, the 
firft of them at half after fix in the morn- 
ing. This began with running, leap- 
ing, and climbing trees, and then con« 
fified in going round the park with the 
gardener, who told them the names of 
the different plants and pulfe, and the 
mode of cultivating them, and concluded 
with manual exertions in the cultivation 
of a little garden of plants belonging to 
themfelves. The gardener was a Ger- 
man, and {poke to them in that language. 
Qur evening airing, untefs when we took 


feverer exercife than ufual, was for the 
greater 
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greater part dedicated to botany. When 
we did not botanize the converfation 
was always in Englith, our rule was alfo 
to talk Englifh every day at dinner, and 
Italian every evening at fupper. This 
continued for five or fix years, and was 
then laid afide, but we perfifted in fpeak- 
ing Enghth in our walks to the end of 
the education. When I took an airing 
in the carriage, M. de Chartres and his 
brother for the five laft years rode with - 
us on horfeback, and M."de Beayjollois 
for the three laft. Finally, when the 
weather was extremely unfavourable they 
had a dance in which the fervants and 
the peafants of the vicinage took a part. 


Cymnafics, 
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Gymnaftics, or Bodtly Exercifes. 


To this branch of education, too much 
negle€ted among us, I had paid great at- 
tention. Without recurring to antiquity 
for inftances of bodily ftrength that would 
in the prefent day appear miraculous, a 
view of the armour of our ancient French 
knights is fufficient to fhew how greatly 
the human f{pecies is in this refpect dege- 
nerated. Where 1s the man now to be 
found who could walk a mile clad in a 
fuit of fuch armour, without finking un- 
der its enormous weight? Yet every 
knight wore it for months together; and 
travelled, ranand fought under the load. 
Since the execrable invenuon of gun- 
powder, an aruficial and fuccedaneous 
ftrength has rendered peifonal vigour 
nearly ufelefs in war: but in common 
life the exercife and perfect developement 
of man’s phyfical powers are itil! equally 
neceflary. The obje& of gymnattics, 
confidered as a part of education, is 

6 to 
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to ftrengthen the conftitution, eftablifh 
the health, enable us to undergo fatigue, 
giveagility, addrefs, fupplenefs, furce, and 
that confidence which confirms courage, 
and makes us perform extraordinary ace 
tions without danger ; in fine, to fortify 
us againft all the accidents of life, and de- 
termine the growth of the body to the 
Jaft degree of cxtenfion that nature can 
give it. For itis not to be fuppofed thac 
a young mnan, brought up effemuinately, 
will acquire that fhape and fize which a 
good education would have procured 
him. Effeminacy and corruption of man- 
ners in early youth oppofe nature’s efforts 
and intentions, ftop her flow but wife 
progrefs, and produce rickety and dwarf- 
ifh beings, thofe weak effeminate crea- 
tures, full grown at fixteen and decrepit 
at forty-five. For fome years I was en- 
trufted with the care of a child (my ne- 
phew), to whom I paid as much atten- 
tion as my duty to my pupils would per- 
mit. My care was particularly turned toe 

ward 
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ward his health, which was ina deplorable 
ftate: we were apprehenirve for bis lungs, 
and that he would be deformed, and he 
was befide little, weak and thin to an 
extreme degrec. I gradually and wich 
proper care made him purfue the exer- 
cifes performed by my pupils : like them 
I made him fleep on wood, a cuftom ex- 
cellent on a thoufand accounts, particu- 
Jarly as to the fhape and the lungs, as it 
prevents catching cold, which is gene- 
rally occafioned by perfpiration at night, 
excited by the heat of mattreffes, and 
checked upon getting out of bed (partie 
cularly in winter) by the cold morning 
air. Six months ago I returned this child 
to his father, and J do not think there 
can be found a finer, flronger, or more 
active young man, of the age of fifteen, 
better and more regulaily formed, or of a 
more robuft conftitution. The follow- 
ing are the means [ adopted with refpec& 

to this part af education. 
1, Shoes with leaden foles, whichmy pupils 
wore 
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wore from the time they were put under 
my care to their quitting me. Thefe foles 
were at firft very thin, and their thicknefs 
was infenfibly increafed. When M. de 
Chartres left me each of his thoes weighed 
a pound and an half, confequently the 
two weighed three pounds, and with this 
weight he ran, leaped, and walked three 
or four leagues at a round pace without 
being in the leaft fatigued. The thoes 
of Mademoifelle d’Orleans weigh at pre- 
{ent two pounds, fhe never wears any 
others, except when fhe dances; fhe 
walks and runs with them without any 
appearance of being thus loaded ; in the 
mean time her conftitution is naturally 
very delicate, and he is not yet fourteen 
years of age. Befide the f{trength and 
fwifinefs which the habit of wearing fuch 
heavy foles mutt neceffaiily give, it has 
two other advantages attending it, that 
of guarding the feet from all dampnefs, 
and promoting the growth by gendy 


firetching the mufcles of the legs. 
2. The 
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2. The exercife of dumé bells which I 
directed to be performed before breakfatt, 
and which continued only for ten or 
twelve minutes. Tes an ancient exercife 
which Galen prefcribed to his convalef- 
cents: a full account of 1t may be feen 
in the Encyelopedie, from whence 1 rook 
it, under the word balteres. After this 
exercife the children carried, foi an equal 
portion of time, pitchers full of water. 
In the country they croffed a confider- 
able {pace of the garden, filled their 
pitchers at a natural fountain, and carry- 
ing it into thei chamber filled the decan- 
ters for dinner. As this exercife had a 
ufeful object, they performed it in the 
country with pleafure; but at Paris, 
where we had no natural fpring, they 
carried pitchers full of fand from one 
apartment to another, and as it was then 
merely a leffon it was repeated without 
@efire oralacrity. Thefe exercifes there- 
fore fhould have an appearance of uti- 
lity, which is very eafy in the country, 

but 
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but very difficult at Paris. The fize of 
the pitchers 1s to be increafed as the 
childien grow older: they fhould be 
round, with a fmall opening, and the 
handle, inftead of being on the fide, 
fhould) crofs the mouth. The two ex- 
ercifes juft mentioned were performed 
on rifing in the morning, and before 
break fait. 

3. The exercife of the puiley. M.Tron- 
chin orginally invented this, and for , 
meily practifed it with fuccef. in amend- 
ing the fhape of defurmed children. 
He related the cucumftance to me thir- 
teen years ago, and | immediately ap- 
plicd the idea to education. This 
pully, fixed to the wainfcot, refembles 
exactly that of a well, but inftead of a 
bucket a leathern bag filled with fand is 
fattened to the rope. Round the pully 
I directed a clofe balufirade to be placed 
to prevent any accident from the fall 
of the weight. In peiforming this ex 
ercife the child muft ftand perfectly 

upright, 
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upright, his feet clofe together, never 
rifing on his toes when he pulls the rope, 
and not letting it flide through his hands 
in lowering the weight. In the country 
it was performed at ieal wells, placed in 
the children’s litle gardens. The wells 
were conftruéted of large cafks, over 
which the pully was fixed, and from 
thefe they drew water; and as the fize 
of the buckets could not be increafed, 
becaufe it was necefflary to proportion 
them to that of the well, I contrived 
buckets with a double bottom into 
which weights might be put at pleafure. 
4. The exercife of the doffer>. This I 
hadordered {0 as to interrupt the drawing 
Jeffon for a quarter of an hour. Inthe 
midft of the leffon the children rofe, 
took upon their fhoulders doffers propor- 
tioned to their fize, and loaded accord- 
ing to their ftrength, and with thefe 
they went down and up feveral pair of 
* A fort of bakket to be canied on the thoul- 
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ftairs.s When M. de Chartres fet off 
for Vendome, he could carry in his 
doffer two hundred and twenty-five 
pounds, which no perfon belonging to 
the houfe could do with forty pounds 
lefs. 

5. Exeicife of the rope. This isa 
large 1ope faftencd to a flaple in the ceil- 
ing inthe middle of the room. The 
exeicile, Which is fit only for boys, con- 
fits in afcending to the ceiling by means 
of this cord; this is very difficult with- 
out the affiftance of the legs, that is, by 
keeping them afunder, inftead of twining 
them round the rope, becaufe all the 
weight of the body refts enurely on the 
wiilts. Difficult, however, as itis, M. de 
Chartres, his brothers, and my nephew, 
performed the exercife equally well in 
this manner. This capability of afcend- 
ing and defcending readily by the 
help of a fingle rope, may be of great 
ufe on a thoufand occaftons in life. 
In cafe of afire, if the flames fhould 

render 
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render it impoffible to efcape by the 
doors; in travelling, if we wifh to 
defcend into thofe deep and curious 
groitos which many travellers, for want 
of this practice, have not been able to 
fce, or at leaft have incurred great dan- 
ger. This exercife, as well as that of 
the pulley, I employed as a relaxation 
between their ftudies; and in the winter, 
at Belle Chaffe, between each language 
leffon, and after our reading, my pupils 
exercifed themfelves in one of thefe two 
ways, or ina frial of firengib of wrifts 
(lutte des poignets) for ten or twelve 
minutes. 

6. The exercife of weights at the feet. 
This was an invention of M. de Mont- 
penfier and my nephew, who practifed it 
every day for fix months, This exercife 
aftonifhingly increafed their growth. 
The pupil fixes to each foot a weight as 
heavy as he can carry, without great ex- 
ertion; he then raifes himfelf by his 
hands on the rope fixed to the ceiling, 

ull 
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till bis feet are at fome diftance from the 
ground, and for fome minutes contrad&ts 
and extends his legs alternately with con- 
fiderable force. The weights which 
M. de Montpenfier faftened to his feet 
Jaft winter amounted together to fifty 
pounds, confequently weighed twenty- 
five pounds each. 

7. Leaping. There are three modes 
of leaping ; firft, horizontally ; fecondly, 
over fomething raifed above the ground ; 
thirdly, from a high place to the ground. 
The laft is dangerous, as inthis kind of 
teaping there is a rifk of breaking the leg, 
if it deviate ever fo little from the pro- 
per direction in falling. This exercife 
thercfore fhould be profcribed; efpe- 
cially as a perfect mafter in the other two 
modes will leap well in this, if ever he 
fhould be under the neceffity of rifking 
it to avoid a great danger. In the gar~ 
den of the country-houfe, where we {pent 
our faummers, I caufed a piece of ground 
about twenty feet fquare to be dug up. 
This piece of ground, which was called 
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the leaping-ground ({autoir), was fituated 
under the windows of my chamber, and 
on a large green, where the exercifes of 
running were performed, fo that without 
quitting my chamber I could fee the 
children run, leap, and play at pri- 
fon-bars. As the earth in this leaping- 
ground was foft they could receive no 
injury by falling. They thus leaped at 
full fpeed, that is to fay, taking a dif- 
tance to run: this diftance thould neither 
be too fhort nor too long; twelve or fif- 
teen paces are fufficient. In leaping the 
feet fhould not be feparated from each 
other, and the legs fhould be thrown 
forward, fo that if the child fall his pofi-e 
tion might be that of fitting on the 
ground: if he fall on his knees itis a 
proof that the leap was not well per 
formed. For the high leap I placed two 
forked fticks on the border of the leaping- 
Bround and between them fufpended a 
cord. The object is to leap over this 
cord, which may be done in two ways, 
either by taking a run, or with the feet 

clofe, 
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clofe, that is, without arun. The cord 
18 only to be hung upon the fticks, and 
not faftened to them, in order that it 
may give way if the child thould not 
clear it; for if his feet were to be caught 
in it, the refiftance would make him fall 
in a dangerous way on his back, and 
vut of the leaping ground. When the 
pupil is perfect mafter of this mode, he 
may venture to leap over real bars, tak- 
ing care that their height be lefs than he 
is accuftomed to clear with eafe ; for in- 
ftance, 1f he commonly leap four feet 
with the loofe cord, the bar fhould be 
no more than three feet, and we may be 
fure that, 1f any imminent dange rfhould 
require his leaping over a bar, or any fi- 
milar obftacle, he would then rife as high 
as if ic were only accord. At this kind of 
exercife M. de Chartres did not excel the 
reft of my pupils; but in the horizontal 
mode, he could clear at a running jump 
a {pace of twenty-one lengths of his own 

foot. 
8. Running. This exercife I had di- 
M2 vided 


244 Fournal of Edacation 


vided into two kinds; one a trial of {peed, 
the other of long-windednefs. In the lat- 
ter the pupil does not exert all his force, 
and by habit a child may runa long time. 
Mademoifelle d’Orleans at twelve years 
ran a league without {topping or walking 
a fingle inftant. No one is ignorant, 
that in walking the body fhould be ereét, 
the toes turned out, and the leg advanced 
before the body at each ftep; for it is 
impoffible to walk well if we advance the 
body and the leg at the fame time. In 
running it is quite the reverfe ; the body 
mutt be inclined forwards, the toes 
turn neither in nor out, and the body 
advance with the legs. 

g. Walking, running, and leaping on the 
tight repe. 1 employed a rope-dancer a 
whole winter to teach my pupils this ex- 
ercife at Belle Chafle. They took their 
leffons when they rofe from table, as it 
is not at all fatiguing, and requires no 
exertion. This exercife gives agility 
and boldnefs: it teaches a perfon to 

walk 
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walk with addrefs and fafety in the nar- 
roweft and fteepett path, which in tra- 
velling *, and on many other occafions, 
is of no {mall utility. 

10. Reding. Of this M. d’Orleans 
gave his childien the firft Icflon, and has 
fince pretided at almoft all they have 
taken, They all mount on horfeback with 
courage and fkill, leap bars, ditches, &c. 
M de Chartres, though he does all thefe 
things, has the leaft inelination to his ex- 
ercile, and M. de Beanjollois isin this re~ 
fpecta moft aftonifhing youth. Like his 
brothers, he will travel twenty leagues on 
horfeback and two orthree on foot in the 
fame day, without being in the fmalleit 
degree fatigued ; but it muft be obferved 
that he has been exercifed from his ear- 
lieft infancy in every thing that could 
render him ftrong and hardy. When 
he was put under my care he was only 

* For example, on the cornice from Nice to Genoa, 


& very curious journcy, which can only be made ina 
fedan chair and on foot. 
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three years old ; and theie is nota child 
living of his age that poffeifes his agility, 
addrefs, and ftrength. If thefe happy 
phyfical qualities were feduloufly culti- 
vated, at feventeen he would affuredly 
be a prodigy in this refpect: but of this 
[have not the finalleft hope, fince within 
the four months that he has becn no 
longer unde: my carc, he has been made 
to give up almolt all the exercifes which 
¥ direéted him to perform, and 1n which 
he excelled. 

11. Swininiig. Of this too M. d’Or- 
leans gave his children the firft lef- 
fons, and has frequently {wum with them 
fince. They all fwim perfectly well, 
leaping into the water head foremoft. I 
know nothing of this art, but I recom- 
mended two things; that they fhould 
fometimes be thrown into the water with 
al) their clothes on, becaufe people are 
commonly in this ftate when they fall 
in by accident, and that they fhould be 
carefully inftruéted in the methods pro- 


per 
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per to be purfued to fuccour and bring 
to fhore a perfon in danger of being 
drowned. 

12. Archery. Neither M. de Char- 
tres nor his brothers were fond of this 
exercife, which has in it more graceful- 
nefs than utility; but Macemoifelle 
dO: leans and the young perfons brought 
up with her handled the bow with conf- 
derable dexterity. 

13. Shooting. AsJ was very defrous 
thac my pupils fhould never be ena- 
moured with the {ports of the field, the 
delight only of the idle, and a paffion fa- 
tal to the people before the revolution, 
T never encouraged t' em in this exercife, 
and they were therefore very indifferent 
about, and {carcely ever purfued it. 

14 Sbooting with a piftcl M. d’Or- 
leans, who excels in this, gave them lef- 
fons, by which they have profited, and 
they flill continue to practife this exer 
cife. 

15. Fencing. An exercife unfortu- 
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nately neceflary. M. Lebrunalone pre- 
fided atthis. They were taught by an 
excellent mafter, whofe inflructions, [am 
told, were not thrown away upon them, 

16. Military exercife, which they partly 
learncd under my infpection, To this 
they applied themfelves with zeal and 
activity. 

17. Billiards Yhad no defire that they 
fhould excel in this, for 1 withed them to 
have as little inclination for gaming of 
any kind as for the chace. They played 
at billiards only by way of exercife, when 
the weather would not permit them to 
walk out; yet they played tolerably well. 

18. Sbittleeock. In this] procured a 
tennis-player to give them leffons. To 
play well, the racket muft not be held 
before the player, near the ftomach, nor 
above the head, but by the fide, and thus 
the fhittlecock is to be ftruck. Chil- 
dren fhould be accuftomed to play equal- 
ly with both hands. 

19. Dancing. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are all the exercifes I made 
them purfue, and the fuccefs exceeded 
my expectation, for in this branch of 
education I was lefs feconded and more 
thwarted than in any other. It was par- 
ticularly on account of thefe that I was 
acculed of having a fyftematic turn of 
mind, of being wedded to fyftems, &c. 
Thofe leaden foles, beds of wood, bafkets, 
dumb-bells, pitchers and pulleys, were 
thought cruel and whimfical inven 
tions. It was faid at firft, that /uch foolr/b 
conceits, fuch extravagant [yftems, would 
kill the poor children, whofe delicate confti- 
tutions were unable to fupport fo Spartan an 
education, Afterwards, when all thefe 
delicate children vifibly grew more ro- 
buft; when the defective thape of fome 
of them entirely difappeared;. when 
their health became daily more con- 
firmed; when without effort they were 
able to bear fatigue which men would 
with difficulty have fupported ; when, 
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their tempers and difpofitions feeling the 
effets of their happy conftitution of 
body, they became cheerful, active, and 
lively, nothing more was faid. My 
coadjutors, however, never prefided with 
any degree of zeal at thefe exercifes, 
which were in general performed well 
only when I was prefent. Ether what J 
direted was forgotten, or was regarded 
with indifference and inatteation, This 
appea.s from various paffages in M. Le- 
brun’s Journal, and I was therefore 
obliged to refume continually the fame 
fulyject, and repeat the fame orders. 
How different would have been the fuc- 
cefs, had my vigilance and activity in 
this refpect been feconded! The fix 
winter months which we fpent in the ca- 
pital were alfo detrimental to many of 
thefe exeicifes, particulaily after the re- 
fidence of the king was fixed at Paris. 
Before that period we had avery charm- 
ing garden within the precinéts of the 

Tuileries, 
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Tuileries *, where I had caufed a leap- 
ing-ground to be made, and where my 
pupils went every morning to exercife 
themfelves in running, jumping, and 
climbing trees. But having for the laft 
two years been deprived of this garden, 
it was impoffible they fhould make the 
fame progrefs +. Iwas very defirous of 
paffing a whole year together in the 
country with my pupils, in a folitary 
place, and at a diftance from any capital. 
Had 1t not been for the troubles by which 
France has been agitated, I fhould have 
executed this project during the laft year 
that M. de Chartres was with me, and it 
is in this manner that every education 
ought to be finifhed: but I have never 
been able to effec but in part, and very 


* This garden belonged to M. de Penthiévre, whe 
had the goadnefs to make me a prefent of it, and I 
geve it to Mademoifelle d’Orleans. 

+ The garden of Belle Chaffe was a very excellent 
one; but as it belonged to the nuns of the convent, 
females alone could be permitted the free ufe of it. 
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imperfectly, the plans I have formed. I 
mention them, however, as far as I am 
able, in the hope that other preceptors 
may follow them, improve upon them, 
and experience in their execution fewer 
obflacles and contradictions. Befide the 
moral advantages which would have ac- 
crued from a whole year of abfolute foli- 
tude, and from ftudics purfued without 
interruption, at an age when the facult> of 
reafon is expanded, I could have wifhed 
to accuftom my pupils to the rigours 
of a winter in the country. I would 
have exercifed them in fliding on the 
ice, running in the fnow, braving the fe- 
wereft cold, climbing flippery rocks coe 
vered with ice ; for I would have chofen 
a wild and picturefque fituation, and they 
would have admired nature under a new 
and auftere form. Initead of this grand 
and ftriking f{pectacie, they have feen, 
during their winters, nothing but mift 
and mud, and their eyes have never 
been ftrock with the bright {plendour 

of 


of the Princes. Z53 


of fheets of ice, and a pure dazzling 
fnow *, 

Before I terminate this article upon the 
fubject of gymnattics, I ought tomake one 
obfervation, which is of no {mall impor- 
tance ; that all bodily exercifes are falutary 
only when their performance requires no 
painful exertion. If they fatigue, if they 
deprefs, if they leave behind them a con- 
tinual fenfation of pain and wearinefs, 
they debilitate inftead of ftrengthening: 
but a due gradation in applying them, 
and habitual ufe, render eafy the moft 
violent. I could give the exact fteps of 
the gradation adopted for all my pupils, 
as the particulars refpecting M. de Char- 


* It is only in mountainous places, fuch for ex- 
ample as the environs of Thiers and Clermont, in 
Auvergne, that the country exhibits a beautiful 
fpe&tacle in winter. This picture is admirable in its 
kind, when adorned with rocks, cafcades, frozen 
torrents, &c. but in flat countries the earth, ftripped 
of its verdure and fhades, offers only the moft mono- 
donous and infipid profped. 
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tres and his brothers were minuted every 
two months in M. Lebrun’s Journal, and 
thofe relative to the other children in 
mine: but this account would be too long, 
and would occupy too much room ina 
work dedicated to extracts and fummaries. 
Befide, the gradation muft be varied ac - 
cording to the fubject, and the beft and 
fafeft rule that can be laid down is, to 
examine attentively and confult the child 
onevery exercife that he is directed to 
perform. He thould exert all his 
ftrength, but the weight fhould be di- 
minifhed if it appear to occafion him the 
leaft pain. 1 will only fay in general, 
that the method of making an infenfible 
addition daily is a very bad one. Twelve 
years ago I made this experiment as tothe 
pulley. Every day I put into the bag a 
tea-fpoon full of fand, and I found that 
the child ftrained as much to hoift i¢ at 
the end of two months as the firft day, 
which ought not to be the cafe. I then 


took out of the bag fixty tea-{poons-full. 
The 
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The child did not appear to raife it any 
eafier at firft, but in a fortnight he could 
do it with extreme facility. Thus ar 
every new exerercife, or new addition, 
the child ought ro ftrain a little, but 
without finding this effort painful. At 
the end of ten or twelve days he fhould 
not {train at all. Ifthe contrary fhould 
take place, it is a proof that the weight is 
too great, and it ought to be diminifhed 
a httle ; and when the child has acquired 
the capability of hoifting or carrying a 
weight without difficulty, he ought to 
perfevere for three or four months, at the 
end of which time the weight is to be 
increafed to what he can bear without 
great exertion, unlefs the exercife has 
been interrupted ; and in that cafe, on 
refuming it, the weight fhould be fome- 
what lefs than it was on his quitting it. 
When a child is in his fifth year, we 
ought to begin to exercife him in run- 
ning, to make him carry light burdens, 


drive wheelbarrows proportionaic to his 
ize, 
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fize, at firlt loaded with grafs, afterwards 
with branches of trees, fand, &c. When 
he has completed his fifth year, leaden 
foles, very ligt and thin at firft, fhould 
be added to his fhoes. In the cafe of a 
girl, thefe foles thould be faftened to the 
fhoes by a ribbon paffed round the 
bottom of the leg. This precaution is 
not neceffary for boys, whofe feet are not 
concealed by their clothes, and whofe 
leather fhoes are lefs liable to come off 
than ftuff flippers. Ac fix he fhould be- 
gin to carry the doffer and pitchers, and 
fucceffively in the courfe of the year, all 
the exercifes fhould be begun with light 
weights. My grand-daughter, whom I 
am now educating, and who is juft turned 
of five, hoifts up thirteen pounds with 
the pulley, without any exertion. Three 
months hence, when the hot weather is 
ever, I fhall add two pounds more, for 
we fhould always take care to dvoid in- 
creafing the weight during the exceffive 
heat of fummer. Hier thoes with leaden 

foles, 
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foles, which the has been in the habit of 
wearing for four months, have, during 
the two paft months, weighed ten ounces 
and a half; thofe of a child of the fame 
age and fize weigh without leaden foles 
three ounces, and thus fhe carries an ex- 
tra weight of feven ounces and a half, 
that is to fay, nearly half a pound. This 
weight I fhall not increafe thefe three 
months, and then only half an ounce, 
becaufe the progreffions of weight fhould 
be particularly flow and infenfible from 
the age of five to eight, on account of 
fhedding the teeth, which takes place in 
that interval, during which we fhould be 
careful not to fatigue the child, though 
it is at the fame time highly neceffary to 
augment his ftrength. Another child 
nine years of age, whom I have had un- 
der my care for twelve months, but 
whofe phyfigal education was before very 
defective, and whofe conftitution is ex- 
tre mely delicate, beganthefe exercifes 
only three months ago. She hoifts with 

the 
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the pulley twenty pounds; her fhoes 
with leaden foles weigh twelve ounces; 
thofe of Mademoifelle weighttwo pounds; 
each fhoe confequently weighs a pound. 
Mademoifelle carries in her doffer fixty- 
two pounds; but it is co be remarked, 
that the revolution in her health, occa- 
fioned by my departure, and the nervous 
effects that were the confequence, have 
thrown her back in all thefe exercifes ; 
fhe could not refume them ull after an 
interruption of three months, and then 
with a diminution of all the weights. 
For example, before my departure the 
hoifted forty pounds with the pulley, 
and now fhe can honft only thirty-four. 
Eight months ago M. de Beaujollois 
hoifted forty-feven pounds: he was then 
only eleven years old. I muft obferve, 
that a perfon never will be able to raife 
with a pulley fo great a weight as he can 
carry in his doffer, Mademoifelle d’Ore 
leans carries in this way fixty-two pounds, 
yetthe can hoiit but thirty-four. M. de 

Chartres 
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Chartres carries two hundred and twenty- 
fix pounds, and hoifts only ninety-fix: 
meanwhile this was more than any man 
who came to the houfe could hoitt with 
eafe. From numerous obfervations which 
I have made, it appears to me, that the 
ftrongeft man cannot hoift a weight 
greater than that of his own body, yet 
by habit he may be able to carry three or 
four times that weight. I have farther 
obferved, that the increafe of ftrength is 
particularly perceptible from fifteen to 
feventeen, efpecially in the laft year, M. 
de Chartres, for example, carried at fe- 
venteen two hundred and thirteen 
pounds; two months after, he carried 
two hundred and twenty-fix ; at the ex- 
Pilation of three months, he was pre- 
paring to increafe this weight, when he 
fet off for Vendéme. Unfortunately I 
have only been able to purfue this pro- 
greffion to the age of feventeen, never 
having had an opportunity of prolonging 
an education beyond that term; but I 
have 
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have reafon to believe that this increafe 
of ftrength continues at leaft to the age 
of twenty-four or twenty-five. Hence 
it would follow, that a young man, ac- 
cuftomed from his infancy to thefe pro- 
egreffive exercifes, and continuing thent 
to that age, would acquire a degree of 
ftrength of which we can fearcely form 
an idea*®. 

In this recapitulation it has been feen, 
that I made them purfue certain ftudies 
and exercifes with a view to the utility 
which may be derived from them in 
travelling. The following was my mo- 


© Thefe exercifes gave M. de Chartres and his 
brothers a degree of bodily ftrength fuperior, beyond 
comparifon, to what is ufual at their age ; yet, not- 
withflanding my vigilance, thefe exercifes were in 
general neither well nor regularly performed. M, 
Lebrun, as I have faid, difliked them, and they were 
therefore indolently executed, except under my own 
eyes, Judge then from the accounts I have given 
of the degree of bodily ftrength thefe children would 
have acquired, had all the tutors in this refpect pof- 
Seffed my reat and punctuality. 
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tive: 1am of opinion that the educa. 
tion of a young man cannot properly 
be finifhed till the age of nineteen or 
twenty. I knew that my pupils would 
be taken frorn me as foon as they fhould 
have attained their feventeenth year; 
and I anticipated, if not with dread, at 
Jeaft with regret, the moment when I 
fhould fee them enter upon an empty, 
trifling world, where the leaft fault to 
be acquired is a habit of idlenefs, and a 
diflike of ftudy and fcrious converfation. 
I had fufficient confidence in the princi- 
ples I had taught them, not to fear their 
falling into the vices and fhameful irre- 
gulaiiues fo common in the prefent 
day: but I beheld them at an age 
when the mind is as yet not perfectly 
formed, and furrounded with all the 
examples and feduétions that retard the 
progrefs of reafon, biind the under- 
flanding, deprave the tafte, and debi- 
litate the foul. The only way that ap- 
peared to me calculated to preferve them 

from 
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from thefe dangers was to infpire them 
early with a defire of travelling as foon 
they fhould be their own matters. It is 
by no means difficult t) impart this 
defire to thofe who have imbibed every 
fpecies of knowledge which can render 
travelling truly agreeable. I] took care 
that they fhould learn to travel with 
advantage, to make a journal, to difcri- 
minate wifely, to enquire, to lifien, and 
to derive information from every thing 
they might fee. After thefe cares, I was 
certain that, if they were permitted, the 
firft ufe they would make of their hberty 
would be to traveife all the provinces of 
France, and then to vifit foreign nations. 
There they might, without my affiflance, 
have completed their education. Tra- 
velling cannot benefit an ignorant young 
man, who has no knowledge of hiftory 
and the arts: on the road he travels 
poft from place to place; in cities he 
goes to the play and other public amufe- 
ments, is prefented at the houfes of 

the 
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the great, and {pends his time in vifits. 
He might as well ftay in Paris. Buta 
well-informed youth, properly educated, 
fees every thing with a degiee of 1n- 
tereft and curtofity ; he will not be con- 
ftantly thot up in a carriage, but will 
perform the greater part of his journey 
on foot, or on horfiback ; he can admire 
a beautiful landfcape, and knows how to 
transfer it to paper; he will examine 
the plants with which he is unacquainted ; 
the manners of the pealant will be far’ 
more interefting to him than thofe of 
the metropolis; frequently will he flop 
at the door of a cottage; willingly will 
he repofe in a barn; he who has been 
accuftomed to fleep on boards will not 
be diftretied beca:ife his lodging is home- 
ly. If, in order to fee a natural curiofity, 
a grotto, a fingular cafcade, it be requi- 
fite to climb fteep rocks, to walk in 
narrow paths formed by nature on the 
brow of a precipice, to defcend into a 
deep cavern by the help of a ladder or 

6 a fing! 
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a fingle rope, he will not hefitate, he 
will go without fear and without danger, 
for thefe were the fports of his infancy. 
Should it be neceffary in a defert that 
can be traverfed only on foot, to carry 
two days provifion, he will cheerfully 
fhare the fatigue with his guide; he 
will fay ; Tbes burden is nothing, my doffer 
weighed a bundred and fifty pounds more *. 
Should he vifit a fea-port, he will make 
fome ftay there; he will compare the 
wealth, induftry, and refources of this 
foreign mart with thofe of his own coun- 
try already familiar to him. He will 
go into all the manufadries, into the 
dock-yards, on board the veffels; he 
will enjoy and feel all the value of the 
efteem fhewn him by his conduétors, 
who in their turn will be aftonifhed to 


* Three years ago M. de Chartres made this 
anfwer to a perfon who afked him the day on which 
de was admitted a knight of the order, if he were 
nck opprefied with the immen/e weight of his velvet 
eluk, embroidered with gold. 


foo 
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fee a Frenchman of feventeen well in- 
formed without being vain. Having 
fatisfied the veteran feaman with the 
folidiry of his knowledge, he may pof- 
fibly have the ambition to aftonith the 
young mariner by his activaty, and, 
before he quits the fhip, {pring with 
agility to the yard-arm or the maft- 
head. In cities he will frequent fociety, 
co learn their manners and cuftoms, but 
it will be fociety of his own choofing: 
as he loves neither gaming nor the 
pleafures of the table, he will not vifit 
thofe who keep open hovfes; he will 
feldom alfo be feen in the palaces of 
kings: he fceks new objects, all courts 
trefemble each other, and he who has 
feen one hnowsall. Fond of literature 
and the arts, he will be eager to find 
out thofe who cultivate them with fuc- 
cefs; he will detive no {mall plealure ia 
converfing with them in their own lan- 
guage, in fhewing them that he is not 
ignorant of the hiftory of their country, 

VOL. S11. N and 
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and that he is a ftranger to no kind of 
knowledge. With them he will vifit 
the cabinets of the curious, and the 
workfhop of the artift. All the ftudies 
which he has juft quitted will thus repafs 
before his eyes; and the celebrated 
pictures, the monuments, and chefs 
d’ceuvres of the arts of every kind that 
he fees will be engraven fo much the 
more deeply in his memory, as he is 
acquainted with them before-hand from 
accurate defcriptions, On his return to 
his hotel, he will not be idle; he knows 
how to write a journal, a work that will 
habituate him to every kind of compofi- 
tion: in his will be found found criti- 
cifm, ftriking relations of cuftoms and 
manners, fage reflection on laws and 
government, curious anecdotes, frag- 
ments of hiftory, defcriptions, ‘and every 
thing that can paint men and intereft 
the world.—In this manner I dare be- 
lieve my pupils would have ated, had 
it been in their power co travel when 

they 
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they quitted me; and this hope and 
thefe motives had a confiderable influ- 
ence in the plan of education I pur- 
fued *, 


* At the moment of my finifhing this article of 
bodily exercifis, letters from Wendd.ne inform me 
of an aétion of M. de Chaitres, which I fhould 
have been glad to have mentioned wider the article 
fwimming : but as the vork went to prefs as faft 
as I furnifhed copy, the fheet in which chat article 
is contained was printed off. I fhall content myfelf, 
therefore with obferving here, that M. de Chartres 
has juft faved the hfe of a man (infpector of 
bridges and roads at Venddme) ulio was on the 
point of being drowned, by leaping into the river 
the moment he heard lus erns. 
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Of Di:t. 


I HAVE always found that, both in 
public and private education, too little 
attention has been paid to the regimen 
which children ought to obferve; as if 
it were nearly a matter of indifference 
whether the health were good or bad. 
On this head I can only repeat what I 
have faid ar large in Adela and Theo- 
dore. I flhall only add, that health 
depends principally on ewo things, tem- 
perance, and a knowledge of our con- 
ftitution. It ts not fufticient therefore 
to prevent your pupil from eating un- 
wholefome things; he muft be ren- 
dered abftemious, and taught perfectly 
to know the qualities of alinents, what 
are falutary and what detrimental to 
him; without which, he will undermine 
and deftroy the good health you have 
given him as foon as he becomes his 

own 
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own mna(ler. To make him abftemious, 
example, asin all other things, will have 
far more weight with him than precept; 
but, above all, if he be inclined to glut- 
tony, we fhoald not fuffer any one to 
jeft with him upon the fubje&t; when it 
1s made a mattcr of pleafantry, he will 
no longer cunfider 1t as a vice, but as 
an accompliuhment, and the cure will 
be impoffible. There are certain kinds 
cf food which are prejudicial to every 
body ; as tarts, falt meat, rich foups, 
cream, truffles, mufhrooms, &c.; and 
the fame may be faid of all fpirituous 
liquors. There are others wholefome 
m_ themfelves, but very improper for 
particular confticutions : as milk, fo in- 
jurious to bilious perfons, or thofe who 
are fubye&t to complaints of the liver; 
and acids, pernicious to all who have 
weak lungs, to very thin children, and 
to all young perfons at a certain period 
of life. The advice of the oracle of 
Delphos, Know thy/eif, to be completely 

N 3 ufeful, 
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nfeful, ought to be underftood phyfically 
as well as morally, A child therefore 
fhould learn to know himfelf in both 
refpeéts ; and I would fay to one child, 
that he 1s inclined to melancholy, that 
he is fluggifh and indolent, that he has 
a brown and yellow complexion, and 
fometimes fpotted with a dufky red, 
becaufe his liver is difordered, and he 
is of a bilious habit; I would then 
point out to him the regimen that he 
ought to follow, and, without deception, 
would promife him cheerfulnefs, viva- 
city, and a good complexion, upon con- 
@ition that he fleep lefs, ufe more exer- 
eife, and totally ab{tain from milk, eggs, 
fat viands, &c. To another, who is 
fubje& to choler, and is of a fanguine 
temperament, I would fay, that he will 
get rid of his frequent painful fenfations, 
and corre& the hallinefs of his temper, 
if he will obferve a foft and cooling 
regimen, renounce farinaceous vegeta- 
bles, eat lefs bread, &c. &c. Thele 

children 


of the Princes. 271 


children will confider health as fo much 
the more valuable, as they will know 
that the ftate of the body has great 
influence on that of the mind: once 
perfuaded of this truth, they will feel, 
to the degree that I with them, how 
beneficial and eftimable temperance is. 
At the fame time I would tell them that 
this influence, refulting fiom the ftate of 
the body, is capable of being fubducd, 
and that reafon can alu ays tiumph over 
thefe mere animal difpofiuons: bur that 
it is neverthelefs both prudent and ne- 
ceffary to fpare ourfelves, as much as 
poffible, painful conflicts and habitual 
fufferings; that the author of nature, 
who only wifhes our happinefs, impofes 
on us beneficent laws even when he 
appears to demand rigorous facnifices ; 
that to every virtue he has affixed a 
recompenfe; and that the reward of 
temperance is to render more eafy the 
exercife of all other virtues, and to be- 
ftow a perfe& and unalterable health. 

N 4 Account 
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Account of my private Labours for my 
P. uprls . 


» THE journal which I kept during 
the firft three years, containing my ob- 
fervations upon the children, &c. 

2. The journal which I conunued for 
a period of fix years, written purpofely 
for the infpection of my pupils, and 
which they read every daye 

3. Another journal of our readings, 
in which I gave an account of every 
work as foon as we had finifhed ic; 
wrxing the ttle, the name of the aughor, 
the number of volumes, and the date 
when the reading ended. 

4. The remarks, obfervations, and 
difcuffions, which I have been obliged 
to write in M. Lebrun’s Journal. This 
work confifts of eleven large volumes, 
which would make at leaft twenty in 
print, and of which the quantity of three 
or four was written by myfelf. 

5- My 
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5. My obfervations on the other jour- 
nals of the education, thefe of Barois, 
Mademorelle Rame, &c. 

6. The motal and religious inftruc- 
tions which J have fucceffively given to 
my pupils, and which they have learned 
by rote, and an enormous quantity of 
loofe papers which I wrote at the begin- 
ning of every feafon, under the title of 
Plans for the Motning *: thefe I did not 
infertin the Jounal, becaufe they con- 
tained a diftribucion of time which I 
fubmitted to the examination of the 
other preceptors. I required that all 
the ftutdies and the time allotted to each 


* Thefe plans for the morning ought to be re- 
newed on the changes of the feafon, on account of 
the walks, the hours for which muft vary according 
to the time of the years and the plan of ftudy for 
winter, fummer, &c, cannot ferve fram one year ta 
another, becaufe the age of the pupil is not the 
fame: one fort of fudy will demagd more time 
next year, another lefs; and their proficiency, new 
matters, &c. will interrwpt the arrangement every 
yer, 

N 5 thould 
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fhould be comprifed in the morning ; 
but I gave thefe gentlemen leave to 
make their remarks on the arrangement, 
and to alter fuch things in it as might 
be inconvenient to them: thus they ex- 
amined my paper, returned it to me with 
their remarks, when I altered what ap- 
peared to me reafonable, and M. Le- 
brun then copied the plan in his Journal, 
with this tide—Dzsfribution of Time diretted 
by Madame de Stllery. \ have kept all 
the loofe papers in my hand-writing, 
which make the quantity of a volume. 

7. All the chronological extracts, 
making an enormous volume, which 
my pupils learned by heart, were drawn 
up by me, and written with my own 
hand. 

8. The fubjects for the magic lan- 
tern, all written by myfelf. 

9- Theexplanation of the tapeftry of 
Mademoifelle d’Orleans’ chamber, ano- 
ther volume. 

10. Remarks, notes, and explana- 

tions, 
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tions, together with many analyfes, en- 
tirely re-wiitten from the literary com- 
mon places of my pupils; containing 
among others an analyfis of the follow- 
ing poems: the lhad, the Odyffey, the 
Eneid, the Lufiad, the Henriad, and 
Paiadife Loft, which is entirely of my 
own compofition ; befide fixteen large 
books of analyfes, made by the pupils 
themfelves, of all the plays they have 
feen, or thar we read, together with 
marginal notes and obfervations in my 
own hand. 

11. Hiftorical, geographical, and my- 
thological extracts, which I made myfelf 
from what we read; never reading a 
work to them without making an exe 
tract of greater or lefs length. Thefe 
extracts were perufed continually ; they 
aie all written with my own hand, partly 
in ftitched and partly in bound books, 
making the quantity of about three 
large volumes. 

N 6 12. One 
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12. One volume bound onthe fub- 
ject of natural hiftory. 

13. Another volume, in my own 
hand-writing, on Med:eme for the Ue of 
young People of both Sexes, and on Botany 
and Chemifiry as epphed to Medtcine and 
the Arts. 

14. Two other volumes in my own 
hand ;.one on Relipton, the other en- 
titled, Explanaticn of Words little known. 

15. One large volume of Mifcella- 
neous Literature; confiiting of the moft 
beautiful paffages, both in profe and 
verfe, of the beft Englth and Italian 
authors ; befide three {mall duodecimo 
in volumes of vocabularies and dialogues 
thofe languages,and in German; all made 
by myfelf, and written in my own hand. 

16. Critical notes written in my own 
band in the margins of certain books; 
among others, of Rochefoucault’s Max- 
itns. 

17- Corrections of the compofitions 
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of my pupils, which I have kept, and 
which together make a large volume. 

18. Journals of the tours and excur- 
fions which ¥ made with my pupils; 
confitting of four volumes. 

19. A minute defcription of all the 
eabinets and curiofities which we have 
feen at Paris, a very large volume. 

20. A defcription of all the arts, trades,. 
and manufa@tures which we faw ; two 
volumes, 

All the works above mentioned, written: 
entirely with my own hand, make thirty- 
five large manufcript volumes, and in print 
would amount nearly to fifty. Of thefe 
J have in my poffeffion all the originals, 
Copies of them are now preparing for my 
pupils, who are defirous of having the 
complete colle&ion, which was made 
folely for their benefit, and which they 
have read feveral times in the courfe of 
their education. 

Confiderable as this labour may ap- 
pear, it is but a part of what I have 

done 
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done for them. I wifhed them to 
preferve for ever in their memory 
the fruit both of their own reading and 
mine; I forefaw that thefe unwieldy 
volumes which I purpofed to give them 
at the clofe of their education, were the 
lefs likely to be read, from not being 
eafily portable, and as they knew them 
by heart ; had I made them in duodeci- 
mo, {till I was fenfible that it is always 
inconvenient to carry a book in the 
pocket, and that it thereby frequently 
becomes injured and fpoiled: it was 
therefore neceffary (befide the volumes 
of which I have f{poken, fit only to be 
confulted occafionally, and which muft 
generally remain on a fhelf in their li- 
brary) to devife fome means of furnifh- 
ing them with a fmall portable collection 
for daily ufe, and which would thus be 
truly ferviceable. I conceived therefore 
the defign of making my extracts over 
again, of arranging them in a different 
order, and of claffing all the incidents and 
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fentiments under diftiné heads. For 
example, I extracted from the hiftorians, 
the moralifts and the poets, whatever 
occurred to me on the fubje& of jriend- 
Jor. For this purpofe I confulted my 
former extracts, and to complete my 
purpofe I had recourfe to a freth feries 
of reading, fubjoining to the extracts of 
French authors feveral beautiful paffages 
in Englifh and Italian upon the fame 
fubje&t. My treatife upon friendfhip 
prefently amounted to two volumes in 
a very fmall fize of one hundred and 
fixty pages each, and containing a con- 
fiderable quantity of matter, as they were 
written in my own hand extremely clofe 
and fmall. I procured two pocket-books 
of Morocco leather, of the fize of my ma- 
nufcript, and inclofed in each of them 
one of the little volumes. Each pocket- 
book was ornamented in the infide with 
a handfome miniature analogous to the 
fubject. It is aftonifhing how fuccefsful 
this invention was upon the minds of 

my 
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my pupils. As they had many occafions 
to have a pocket-book conftantly about 
them, they found ic very delightful to 
add to it an agreeable picture, and the 
eommodious addition of an important 
and inftructive manufeript, to which they 
might have recourfe at every idle moment. 
They begged me to give them a pattern 
for thefe pocket-books; they fet themfelves 
to draw and paint proper fubyects to orna- 
ment them, and determined to learn the 
art of making pocket-books themfelves ; 
they were eager to improve in their writ- 
ing that they might be able to tranfenibe 
fuch little books; in fine, they were for 
fome time unable to think of any thing 
clfe. Madame d’Orleans gave me about 
that time her portrait in miniature, re- 
prefenting ber with Mademoifelle in her 
arms. J placed this at the head of one of 
my volumes, and the fubjetts treated in 
it were Virtue and innocence. In this, as 
in the others, I inferted fome Italian and 
Englith verfes, and added Haller’s fine 

ode 


of the Princes. 28s 


ode on Virtue, in German. I finithed itthe 
gth of February 1789, and was going to 
write the date conformably to the cuftom 
Ihave of dating ,all my extras, when 
M. de Chartres, who was with me, afked 
permiffion to write on the laft page of 
the book a Latin verfe from Horace,. 
applicable to Madame d’Orleans; the 
following is a tranflation of it, which he 
wrote underneath : Modefty, incorruptible 
fidelity, and unadorned truth, find in ber 
their moft perfetl mage. 

IT next made a pocket-book on Aberty, 
of a larger fize ; but {tall capable of being, 
carried in the pocket. In this I placed 
two charming mimatures taken from na- 
ture; one reprefenting M. de Chartres. 
giving the firft ftroke of the axe to the 
cage of Mount Saint Michacl, the other 
the demolition of the Baflile. I alfo 
placed in it a pebble from the ruins of 
the Baftile, having previoufly got it cut 
and polifhed : over this pebble I wrote 
the four following lines, compofed on. 

purpofe. 
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purpofe by M. Pieyre, and which will 
certainly be read with pleafure. 


Redoutable inflrument dU pouvoir geipotiques 

J outrageai trop long-tenté Ja gptiite & les loix. 

La France #’arme enfiypour le plus faint des droits, 
Et ma chite affermut la hbeité publique*. 


T afterwards made a pocket-book on 
patriotifm, and then another on the fub- 
fect of courts and courtiers: after which I 
wrote in this way upon hiftory and my- 
thology. I then refumed moral themes, 
and made pocket-books on the following 
fubjects : Curiofity ; country life; beauty 
and the graces; talents; affability and mo- 
defly; melancholy ; gaiety; celebrated an- 
cient and modern preceptors, with an account 
of their lives and writings ; premature chil- 
dren ; temperance; youth ; one on oracles, 

* Redoubted engine of tyrannic fway, 

I caught mankind to tremble and obey : 

At fight ef me even Nature floed appall’d ; 

Each nerve unitrung, cach intelie@ enthrall’d. 


Such power was mine, till indignation came, 
O’erturn’d my walls, and blotted out my name. 


Lilt, 
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Lbils, foothfayers, aftrologers, aud fuperfti- 
tion; fix on travels; on time and ftudy; 
cx glory; on celebrated women; om the 
people ; on luxury ; two on the arts; abridg- 
ment of Fenelon; abridgment of Pafcal; 
four on religion; two of mifcellantes ; on 
the dreffes of the ancients ; on ancient and 
modern gymnaftics; on medicine, with an 
account of celebrated phyficians, ancient and 
modern, amounting in all to fifty-one 
pocket. books, of which the leaft contains 
a hundred and fifty pages, and the ma- 
jority of them a hundred and feventy, or 
a hundred and ninety, written in my own 
hand extremely clofe and fmall., In 
general they are of the fmal! duodecimo 
fize, but there are twelve of them nearly 
as large as octavo®. Befide thefe fifty. 
one which are finifhed, I have nineteen 
others begun on different fubjects. This 
work I did not think of undertaking clf 
towards the clofe of the year 1788 ; and 


© Thefe confit of two hundred and fifty pages 


cach. 
I have 
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I have therefore written all thefe volumes 
in three years. My pupils have profited 
aftonifhingly by thefe new extracts, which 
contain the effence of what they had been 
taught, with infinite additions, and in- 
terefting and curious incidents, which 
had the charm of novelty. Nor were 
the acceflary circumftances, as clegance 
of form, convenience of fize fo as to be 
portable, the addition of a fine miniature 
or beautiful drawing, by any means ufe- 
lefs ornaments ; it is of mole Importance 
than is commonly imagined to neglect 
nothing that can embeilith morality and, 
inftruction ia the cyes of youth. In fine, 
the method I have purfued clafles events 
and ideas regularly in the mind; and if 
we want an incident, a motto, or a quo- 
tation upon any fubject, it may be found 
without difficulty in this hetle I:brary, 
nothing more being neceffary than to 
turn to the pocket-book, the title of whiclt 
anfwers to the fubjeét we have in view. 

This. 


Of the Po inces, 285 


This compilation I endeavoured to ren- 
der equally entertaimng and cunous by 
my feclection and refearches. I have 
avoided inferting a fingle ‘ine from my 
own works, that I might have room for 
all that is moft ftniking in our beft au- 
thors, contenting myte1 with adding a 
few notes. I purpofe to complete the 
undertaking, and to purfuc this intereft- 
ang collection as far as eighty or ninety 
volumes. Some of them I intend to 
print, ina finall fize, fo as to be placed 
like mine in pocket-books, The follow- 
ing will be the firft I fhall publifh : o# 
patriotiim ; on isberly ; on courts and tour- 
tiers. If thefe fpecimens appear to be 
ufeful to thofe who have the inftruction 
ef youth, the reft fhall be pubhthed in 
fucceffion 

Thus fince I have had the care of my 
pupils, I have written, as I have already 
faid, the quantity of thirty-five volumes 

* And in the fame fize, fo as to be conveniently 


earried is the pocket. f 
or 
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for their education, befide thefe fifty- 
one pocket-books that are finifhed, and 
nineteen others that are begun. All 
thefe works are dated ; of confequence 
it cannot poffibly be {aid that I include 
in the number extracts made before my 
arrival at Belle Chaffe, particularly as 1 
have ftill in my poffeffion all the manu- 
{cripts which I wrote prior to that period, 
except what have been printed : for in- 
flance a journal which I began in my 
youth, confitting of nine large volumes 
bound, written while I lived in the world, 
and a confiderable part of it at the Pa- 
lais Royal; my travels into Switzerland, 
Ttaty and Holland, which form fix enor- 
mous volumes ; and even my excurfion 
to England fince my being at Belle 
Chaffe, and which I have not included 
in the works of education, becaufe the 
excurfion was made without my pupils. 
I have befide four bound volumes of ex- 
tracts, and about the fame quantity un- 
bound, and a work in three volumes, the 

fruit 


of the Princes. 287 


fruit of my imagination. Thefe make 
all together twenty-feven manufcript vo- 
lumes, written in my own hand, and not 
comprifed in the account of my labours 
for my pupils, becaufe in fa& they were 
finifhed before the children were com- 
mitted to my care ; and among thefe 
manufcripts I reckon none that I have 
publihed cither before or fincé my ar- 
rival at Belle Chaffe ; nor 2 Journal ia 
two volumes written at that place for my 
daughter, whofe education was not fi- 
nifhed till fome years after my firft refi- 
dence there. I ought to add, before I 
conclude this account, that I have given 
to the public, fince my arrival at Belle 
Chafle, fourteen volumes, exclufive of 
the prefent publication. All thefe works, 
extracts and manufcripts may poffefs 
perhaps litle merit; but certainly the 
labour of executing them is immenfe, 
and ro fuch a degree that the recital may 
appear fabulous; nor fhould I have had 
the courage to have made it if I had not 

my 
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my pupils and fifteen perfons befide as 
witneffes to its truth: I have even a far- 
ther preof, that admits of no reply, fince 
the manufcripts in my own hand-writing 
ere ftill in my poffeffion. I had no fe- 
cretary, no amanuenfis, J have written 
every thing myfelf, and no perfon has 
ever afifted me in a fingle extratt, either 
by giving me notes, or reading and 
marking paffages for me. 
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My feparate Labours for Mademojfeile 
POricans. 


I ALONE taught hér to play on the 
harp, and the method I adopted ren- 
dered it neceffary to compofe and to 
note an infinite number of paffages and 
preludes, which, during the firlt year, 
occupies a confiderable portion of 
time. I alfo invented within the Saft 
thiee years many new things on the 
harp, which it was neceffary to practife 
by myfelf, that I might be equal to the 
teathing them; and finally having un~ 
dertaken to play with Mademoifelle, I 
found it neceffary to continue the prac- 
tice 1 had begun. 

Mademoifelle being ‘prefent at our 
hiftorical and mythological readings, I 
gave her no feparate leffons on thefe 
fubjects; but I gave both to her and 
M. de Beavjollois leffons in arthogra- 
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phy, and prefided at feveral others. As 
T was defirous that to knowledge and 
talents Mademoifelle fhould unite that 
readinefs at manual employment which 
is fo becoming in a female, and tends to 
make her pleafed with a fedentary life, 
I caufed her to be taught not only to 
few, to embroider, &c. but alfo every 
trade that requires neither much ftrength, 
nor many implements, fuch as turnery, 
making wicker bafkets and artificial 
flowers ; and thefe, with many others of 
the fame kind, I learned with her and 
the young perfons who have the happi- 
nefs to be her companions and friends. 
Thefe \effons were deemed recreations 
becaufe I partook in them, and thus did 
I give her refources of every kind againft 
wearifomenefs and want of employment. 
Moft of thefe works, when the children 
bad acquired fome skill in them, were 
performed during the readings, by which 
they preferved their knowledge of them 
without devoting to them any diftin& 
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portion of time *. To M. de Beaujollois 
I dedicated every care that could be be- 
fowed on a child of his age; but eight 
months before he quitted me all his ftu- 
dies were interrupted, fhortened, and de- 
ranged, by Madame d‘Orieans. As to 
the moral principles which my pupils 
received from me, a judgment may be 
formed from my own Journal and that 
of M. Lebrun; and if to thefe leifons be 
added thofe found in my printed works, 
which they have read feveral times, wich 
copious extracts from our beft moralifts, 
it will be acknowledged that no pre- 
ceptor ever gave his pupil a more ex- 
tenfive and complete courfe of morality. 


Thus have I given a faithful account 


* For the firft four years I prefided at the drawe 
ing scademy, but I played during the time on the 
harp. When I ceafed to prefide, I eftablifhed a 
reading aloud, which was performed in the country 
by M. Lebrun. 1 alfo accuftomed my pupils to 
read while their hair was dreffing. 

O2 of 


292 Sournal of Education 
of my condudt, and an exact albfftract of 
my labours. Unqueftionably a perfon 
endowed with fuperior talents might do 
better, but to do more, to difplay greater 
zeal and activity is impofible. The 
firft fix years of the education I {pent in 
complete retirement; I then permitted 
my pupils to fee company, once a week, 
from fix till nine in the evening ; and at 
laft, during the paft eighteen months, I 
changed thefe evening vifits for a dinner 
(ftill once a week), to which I invited 
five or fix perfons alternately. The 
evening vifitors had become fo nume- 
rous that it was impoffible to have much 
converfation with them. My pupils had 
acquired from them politenefs and the 
manners of the world; but I wifhed to 
give them a tafte for fociety and ufeful 
converfation, and this induced me‘to 
fubftitute dinners in the room of evening 
vifits ; but this one day in the week ex- 
«cepted, we ftill continued to live in our 
profound folitude, At a quarter after 
4 nine, 
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nine, when my pupils quitted me to go 
to fupper, M. d’Orleans and two or thiece 
perfons of my own family came to pals 
an hour with me, and upon thei. retiring 
the grate of the convent of Belle Chatle 
was fhut, and I ftudied alone till two or 
three o’clock in the morning. It was by 
leading this regular and laborious life, 
by giving up all kinds of vifirs, by in- 
terfering in no bulinefs, by continuing 
no correfpondence, by refufing to receive 
any letters that came to me by the ge- 
neral poft *, by difregarding my health, 

and 


* T received fo many letters, packcts and manu- 
feripts which people had the indifcretion to fend me 
by the poft, that to avoid ruin and the lofs of im- 
menfe time, I was forced, five years ago, to fend no- 
tice to the general poft that I fhould in future re- 
fufe all letters coming te me by that conveyance, 
Frequently, indeed, I received in that way anony- 
mous letters filled with the moft opprobrious lan- 
gyage ; but if works in which the caufe of religion 
and morality is uniformly defended invite enemicty 
they alfo procure friends, and I hefitate not to fay 

O3 that 
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and by great watching and fatigue, that 
1 was enabled to perform fo many 
things. In confiding the education of 
his fon to a woman, M. d’Orleans cer- 
tainly did a very extraordinary thing ; 
and I felt that I ought to juftify this con- 
fidence by devoting all my time and ta- 
lents to the charge. This I have done 
with a regularity and perfeverance, which 
affuredly no man about the court (for 
there his choice muft have fallen) would 
have been capable of. The particulars 
of my conduct could not be known. 
When one lives in the retirement to 
which I devoted myfelf, there are no pa- 
negyrifts to puff us; partifans are nos 
made without great lofs of time, and. 


that mine have obtained me a great number of 
friends in the different provinces of France and in 
foreign countries. The loft of thefe teftimonies of 
eReem, which were fo dear to me, and which were 
fent by the poft, I regret: but I was obliged'to add 
this facrifice to the many I had slready made to my 
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there are no praifes that I would feek at 
fuch a price. Befide, the two principal 
tutors who were concerned with me in 
the education, far from doing me juttice, 
employed the extreme Icifure I allowed 
them in {peaking if of me: difcourfes 
of this kind were fwallowed with avidity 
by the courtiers of the Palais Royal, dif- 
pleafed that the choice of M. d’Orleans 
did not fa'l on one of them, and by their 
means were prepagated through the: 
great world of faliton, where fatire al- 
ways mects a welcome reception. The 
men of letters, who in general hated me 
becaufe I have always done without their 
advice, have never fought their fociery 
and ftill lefs shesr fupport, and becaufe, 
while I efteemed and admured what was 
excellent in their publications, I at the 
fame time freely cenfured their princi~ 
ples when 1 conceived them to be of-a 
dangerous tendency, thefe literaty cha- 
racters treated me with as little juftice as 
men of the world. Laftly, difference of 

O04 political 
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political opinions has completed the ma- 
nia of abufe. I love the revolution, but 
diforder and intrigue I deteft. I am not 
of the party called moderate men, becaufe 
they are undecided, timid or treacherous, 
and becaufe piinciples and oaths admit 
of no reftridion; to compound with 
thein 1s impoffible, we muft either wholly 
reyet, or adopt and purfue them. Iam 
not of the party called wielent patriots, 
becaufe they want a tepublic, which is 
contiary to the conilirution and to the 
civic oath: I have thaefore agatntt me 
the adherents of both parties, as well as all 
thofe among the truce triends of the cone 
flitution, who fet no value on the refor-~ 
mation of manners and with the downfall 
of relipion. 1 have had to encounter a 
fiill more ipreconcilable and envenomed 
hatred, that.of the ariftocrats, particue 
laily the gymerous enemies of M. d’Or- 
leant, and the new friends of Madame 
d'Orleans. It is not therefore to be 
wondered at that I am the bua of fa 

many 
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man} calumnies, fatires and libels. “For 
three years paft the object has been to 
depict me as a perfon devoted to ambi- 
tion and affairs of ftate, forming cabals, 
entertaining the leaders of parties, con- 
cefting deep defigns with them in pri~ 
vate, &c. Let.me afk thofe who thall 
read the prefent publication, whether it 
has been poffible for me to have con~ 
cerned myfelf with intrigues, in the 
courfe of the twelve years of which I 
have given an account? J defy any 
one to selate a fingle fact of this kind ; 
and I here declaie that I have all my 
life been fo void of ambition, fo per- 
fe&tly difinterefted, that I have never fo- 
licited the leaft favour, never waited on a 
minifter, but have even broken off my 
intercourfe with thofe whom before their 
preferment I had known and efteemed. 
That [have had nothing to do with fuch 
things has been folcly owing to myicif; 
fince. during the lives of the late M. de 

O5 Puy fGeulx 
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Puyfieulx and the Marfhal d’Ewéé, ie 
would have been very practicable for me 
to have obtained reverfions of penfions 
an my life; but I neither afked nor ac- 
cepted them. In a word, fo great has 
been my difguft through life for bufinefs 
of every fort, and fo manifeft my indif- 
ference, or if you pleafe incapacity, that 
in no inftance have any of my friends. 
thought proper to confult me on their 
affairs. I liften to the recital of their 
griefs with the livelieft emotion; but 
the inftant the concerns of fortune or 
ambition are mentioned, I become ab- 
fent and inattentive, as my anfwers fuf- 
ficiently evince. 1 boaft not of this as a 
virtue, and perhaps friendfhip has a right 
to be offended at it, but it is impoffible 
for me to take a part in things that are 
in my eyes of no value. I have always 
been averfe to pomp and what is fo im- 
properly called grandeur: they have 
ever appeared to me wearifome and em- 
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barraffing. I love only medidcrity 
and that for a thoufand reafons; but 
particularly, Iconfefs, becaule it requires 
not the care of fuperintending revenues, 
and the accounts of ftewards, becaufe no 
external fhow and parade are neceflary, 
and becaufe the time of its poffeffor is 
his own. Since the great events that 
have lately paffed before our eyes, I 
liften to public affairs with attention, 
becaufe fuch converfation is nothing 
more than a continual difcuffion of mo- 
ral principles that are moft interefting 
both to the underftanding and the 
heart. But this kind of intereft in{pires 
neither a tafte for intrigue, nor a defire 
to meddle in private affairs; and I can 
ftill declare with equal truth that I have 


* By a happy mediocrity I underftand three or 
four hundred a year, a {mall farm at the diftance of 
at leaft a hundred leagues from Paris, a neat garden. 
of five or fix acres, 2 man-fervant, a maid-fervant, 
and a gusdener. . . - . ooo ee Thisis the only, 
cafle I cver built in the air, 

neither 
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fiéither dire@ly nor indireétly interfer. 
in any, and chat M. d’Orleans, whom I 
have the honour to fee almoft every day, 
has never confulted me refpecting his *. 
For example, when his Jnfruéfions, a 
work containing fuch valuable principles, 
made its appearance, I had no previous 
knowledge of it, and had never read it 
till it was in the hands of every body. 
1 do not know even by fight his fecreta- 
ries and agents; and im fhort M. d’Or- 
leans has never afked my advice in things 
of this nature, either before or fince the 
revolution, juftly thinking thac I am 
neither capable nor defirous of giving it 
on fuch fubje&ts; and knowing at the 
fame time that I with only for his confi- 


* His lafl letter on the regency excepted, which 
has been inferted im fome of the periodical publita- 
tions. “This is the only initance in which M. d’Or- 
Seant ever confulted me relative to public affairs; and 
as ¥ have refolved not to viclste truth in the leat 
Grewottunee, I think it ucceHary to mention this 
Re. 
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dence relative to his children. I do not 
make this declaration with a view of di- 
minifh'ng the hatred entertained for me 
by the enemies of M. d’Orleans, which is 
folely derived from my inviolable attach- 
ment to him, and the profound contempt 
with which their abfurd calumnies and 
pitiful arts infpire me. In defpice of their 
lies and intrigues, M. d’Orleans has ac- 
quired an eternal right to the gratitude 
af the public, by the luftre and import- 
ance of his fervices, by the facrifices he 
has made, by the conftancy and purity of 
his patriotifm, and to the people and the 
true friends of liberty he will ever be dear. 
Thus when I declare that I have not had 
the flighteft influence on his condué, 
and that he has never confulted me ree 
{pecting either his projects or his affairs, 
my intention is only to relate an incom. 
trovertible truth, and to exhibit myfelf 
fuch as I really was, folely occupied with 
my duties, my pupils, and the labours of 
which they were the objects. Many na 

dowbe 
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doubt will fay that ‘bis apolagy for my 
conduct is infinitely too long, and many wilk 
for very good reafons think it much too 
minute. But it is impoffible to give a 
clear and complete juftification of a pri- 
vate and fedentary life without entering, 
Into a multitude of little particulars. For 
twelve years injuftice and calumny have 
been unable to make me break filence; 
but they have within thefe three years 
rifen to fo extraordinary a height, 
the wntings in which 1 am accufed of 
forming cadals, plots, and intrigues, have 
fo multiplied, thefe abfuid fables are 
{wallowed with fo much pleafure by a 
certain clafs ofMociety, unfortunately too 
numerous, and I have fuffered fo many 
flanders and perfecutions, public as well 
as private, that } have at length refolved 
‘ anfwer them in the only way that can 
completely juftify me, by exhibiting this 
faithful picture, and giving an account 
ef the employment of every hour of my 
life for the laft tweive years. In a court 

of 
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of juftice we prove that we have not 
committed an a€tion of which we are 
falfely accufed, by eftablifhing an alibi: 
I prove in like manner, by relating the 
particulars of what I have done for my 
pupils, that it is morally and phyfically 
impoffible for me to have employed my- 
felf on any thing, but their education. 
Ie appears «tc the world in generak 
very natural, that they who have caufes 
pending fhould print voluminous cales, 
filled with minute details of private chi« 
canery, and in which are unblufhingly 
difplayed the injuftice, and frequently 
the fhame of a brother, a father, a hufs 
band, &c. even when the vile interefts 
of money or of ambition only are con- 
cerned : but is not reputation, next to 
virtue, the moft valuable of all poffef= 
Gons ? Is it abfurd, is it even fingular, to 
defend it when we have the means ? Isit 
not permiffible to fpeak of ourfelves, of 
our private Conduct, of our feelings and 
fentiments, and to plead a caufe with 
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watmth, unlefs to acquire money or # 
place? . 2. . .« My juftification 
however is only an epifode in thefe vo- 
lumes, which contain, diftin& from this 
confideration, a fufficient number of 
new obfervations and precepts upon the 
fubje& of education for me to flatter 
myfelf, that in publifhing them I pre- 
fent a work truly ufeful tachildren, to 
mothers of families, and to preceptors. 
Let the world now be my judge : this is 
what J have wifhed; and envy, hatred 
and malice may henceforth vent theis 
rage, it will give me no difturbance, 
In this publication, together with my 
other works, the upright and feeling 
mind will ever find a refutation of all 
the calumnies that fhall be direéted 
again my probity, rectitude, and difine 
teréftednefs ; and no impartial perfon, 
after having read this compilation, ean 
believe me capable of forming cabals, 
and engaging in plots of fate. I may 
gbntinue, indeed, to be the object of 

perfe- 
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perfecution ; but it is no longer poffible 
to blacken my character, at leaft by 
afcribing to me ambitious views, or the 
vile talents and difpofition for intrigue. 
In this pleafing confidence, I am aboug 
to refume my occupations with greater 
ardour than ever, and when the beloved 
pupils chat are left me have no longer 
need of my, cares, I fhall retire to an 
obfcure and profound folitude—there to 
lofe the painful remembrance of the 
envious, the ungrateful, and the wicked. 


POST- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


AS two editions of this work have 
been printed, one in ofavo, the other 
in duodecimo, it appeared much later 
than I had fuppofed. The delay has 
afforded me the opportunity of adding 
this note, which will anfwer before-hand 
a cenfure that certain perfons will not 
fail to beftow. It wils be faid that, out 
of refpe to the happy order of things 
now eftablifhed, I ought to have fup- 
preffed or altered various paffiges in 
the preface to the firft volume. To 
this the following is my anfwer: The 
preface was compofed and printed long 
befare the departure of the king. The 
particulars relative to the king include 
the neceffary explanation of a part of 
&he motives which rendered the contti- 
dption refpoStable and dear to my pu- 


pils. 
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pils. Befide, I dare believe that thefe 
particulars exhibit true and ufeful moral 
principles. Thefe are fufficient reafons 
to have prevented my fuppreffing them. 
Laftly, the king has juftified his depar- 
ture; we ought to believe, that in quit- 
ting Paris he had no intention to leave 
the kingdom, and to overturn the con- 
{titution, if it were really the fruit of 
the general with. The truth of this he 
has particularly proved by his accept- 
ance, ‘which bears every mark of finces 
rity. Had fear led nan to accept it, he 
would have returned, without examina- 
tion, a fhort and dry-anfwer, and nothing 
farther coufd have been required, But he 
refleked ¢ sehberately, anfwered at large, 
and has bound himfelf by all the reafon- 
ing that can render fo folemn an oath 
faced and indiQoluble in the eyes even 
of thef@ who pay the leaft’ refpect to 
public faith. In this view the king’s 
acceptance is a real bleffing : the form 
could act be preferibed to; iim, 7 
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that which he has chofen difpels very 
alarm, deftroys the feeds of difcord and 
of war, both foreign and domeftic, and 
fecures the return of order and tranquil- 
lity. Nothing therefore that I have 
faid in my preface ought to be fuppref- 
fed; 1t was the truth; ats utility will at 
all times remain, and there is nothing in 
it offenfive to the king, fince lis prefent 
conduét diffipates every cloud, and leaves 
not the finalleft g.ound for tufptcion of 
the inviolablenefs of his oath. 


THE END. 


Senaaiinéasaa) 


LIER FI HoT BRA ay 


ee 





